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Co orovopebeveres 

To the Right Honourable 
Of William Pezk,, Lord Mayor 
of the City of London ; To the 
Honourable Cqurt of Alder- 


men here : And in them t to that 
whole City. 


Right Hononrable, 


His Diſcourſe humbly 
dedicates it ſelf to you, 
© having received Beiog 
from the Contempla- 
tion of thoſe late Monuments of 
Divine Diſpleaſure , raiſed upon 
this Nation i in General, and more 
direQy gver you. If you vouch- 
ſafe it. Accepraiice and Patro- 
Bnage, you give it the advantage 
of that Hill, upon which ſo Fa. 
A3 mou* 


The Dedication. 
mous a City 1s ſet, that it may not 
be hid in itsown obſcurity. "Bur 
as the great Tapers of Judgment, 
upon whichit gazes, were t ought 
fit to be exalted into fo lofty a 
Candleſtick ; which _ in lower 
places had beenas under aBed or 
Buſhel: So theſe Obſervations that 
would ſhine by their Beams, will 
be moſt happily fixed there, if it 
may be with your Favour and Al- 
lowance. 

There is. nothing here co 
plead fo great a dignation/\from 
| you, but, 

Firſt, an humble zeal to Divine 
Glory, Y * the Counſel of which A- 
theiſm darkens by words withour 
knowledge ; while it would ſet 


etty Mechanicks of Evil at fl 


up 
work in theit dark ſhops , Juſtead 


of 


The: Dedication. 


of that Almighty Hand, reaching 
down out of its own Heaven into 
this: lower World, 'its own alſo: 
and inthe room of that Jehovah, 
who knaws no other: beſides him- 
| ſelf in Heaven or Earth» or any 
that as he, creates good. and evil; 
without whom no weaponformed 
_ todeſtroy,no Smith that blows in 
the'coals for'i ic, ho waſter chat aſts 
it igereQed:. 

Secondly, ; an affedtion as Ho- 
nour to you,-expreſſing it ſelf in 
an endeavour to vindicate: your 
Calamicies out of all ſuch rude, 
black; dark Lanthorn-hands; -and 
to'ſ{urrendev: them 4nto- his; by 
whom co berhaſtiſed without ha- 
tred;,;how ſoever; is/ho- 
) ' nourable ;- yomarg; any ockery fer- 
vile and abjeg.”' 

| A 4 | From 


The Dedication. 
- From this Hand, ieven when'it 
ſmites, if it be humbly and repeh- 
-tantly-turned ts; 'drbps a Balm#har 
heals,-and-'an Qyl of excellent 
kindneſs: diftilsy- that vdorho fot 
break our heads, burt-{6ften tour 
hearts :; An Unguent chat” doth 
Not only embalnr us for (uttering, 
| but-anaint- us for. Holineſvland 
- Happineſs. ThivRod, afterir hath 
ſtricken, if it be accepredizbilgb- 
fomsinia night,aud ſuddenlyflou- 
Fiſhes with the. peaceable frums of 
Righteouſneſs. 07 2001 þbrh9 1: 
_ He that touchesanatfrvion!iwn- 
*mediately'aftenkjod} by faickabd 
obedience a thekndsbt 1:43 ſhall 
9d his/fingers)droppmp wintodhe 
-fateet;fmelling/Minche 5 batchken 
oitt of ;any. oth c ;- there” 15 


pothing to be telt.j but: the: cald 
fi; h Iron 


The Deditation. 
Tronpreparcd to miſchief, andthe 
-imputity 'of itſelf, and the offices 

through which it hagh paſſed: + 
He that aſcribes'our Ruines to 
any>bat God, ſows them with'(alc 
and; bartenneſs 3*he that aſſures 
then from him; gives us the upper 
and neſther Springs of gracious 

; "motion to God, and Bleffing from 
bimon tins 01 [2349 off Iv 

All Paraphraſes npon our Saf. 
feringg'onr of thi Atheifts Chair, wy” 
are/as the Corn that witherethbe-- 44; 
toft Kgroweth up; wherewith OE 
-Mowerfilleth riot this hand, Hott = 
-that-bindeth ſheaves his Bolin 5; 
or d0iany' ſay; We blef'fontjn 
'the Nime of theT:ord - Th&ftue 
Interpretations]oFithein JeBF' 11g 
out to ſow indeed in tears; "Hur 
that we may reap Joy ; that'po- 
JN. ing 


The Dedication. 


ing forth, and bearing precious 
ſeed, we may come again rejayce- 
ing, and bring our ſheaves with us. 
Who would not.then chuſe to find 
himſelf fallen into the hands of 
God, with whom tender mercies 
dwell , and , gracious :purpoſes 
mollifie the greateſt rigours ; as 
the - harfhneſs. of medicaments is 
overcome with the ſweetneſs of 
the hcalth they deſign ? 

Who ? except the ſtupid Ip- 
- norant, the Atheiſtick cantemner 
of God and his Hand, the pro- 
phane Scnſualiſt, the hardned Im- 
penitent, who hates to be teform- 
cd ;, and therefore all evils upon 
them are the Brands of an Eternal 
Judgment, and print Hell upon 
their fleſh ; the-private marks of 
which are firſt upon their Souls, 
+ But 


The Dedication. 

But you, who have a wiſe and 
grave apprehenfion of all things, 
much more of thoſe wherein you 
are concerned with God ;. eſpe- 
cially in his ſolemn interviews 
with you , though of Judgment, 
will give Glory to him, by ac- 
knowledgments, It is the Lord ; 
and therefore will not walk con- 
trary to him, but ſearching where- 
in he hath been dtſhonoured, whe- 
ther 1n denying that Amplitude, 
and Example to Religion, or al- 
lowing freedoms toevil , will turn 
to him , by reducing things to an 
order, beſceming Humiliation un- 
der his Hand ; Bob within your 
private Walls, and in your more 
publick Adminiſtrations. 

And this not only from Princi- 
ples of ſelf-preferyarion, but out of 


Grati- 


The Dedication. 
Gratitude, and love to thoſe com- 
paſſions , which jnterpoſed,, that 
you ſhould not be utterly conſu- 
med, as Sodom and Gomorrah, by a 
Judgmehit thatſo nearly reſenibled 
cheirs. 

Fromr which compallic ions'thoſe 
vigorous deſignations and daily ri- 
ſing hopes of anew City, ate riow 
receiving life , which make'this a 
fit ſeaſ61 to preſerit you thele Sys 
(i deritivis, ſeeing _— Imprave- 
ment of''palled' Jidgments * the 
beſt kind of Tele AT 4againftfthte 
Evils. - 

Now'thit Rule" of 411"; las 
World © whoſe? 'goipgs out Are 
from everlaſting; ; who-of old taid 
the ves this Cit ty, ; who 
proſpa&- ir irito Irs' lite Gran- 


dear, who derived upon it the te 
Es CON- 


The Detlication. 


confluence of that wealth, adorr- 
ed with, the Ingeny, Arts; and 
Learning of the whole World ; 
decorated it with a Civick Autho- 
rity; evento Majeſty, ennobled it 
with the Thrones of England:who, 
lately in righteous Judgment for 
fin, humbled, Jaid it low, even 
with the ground, that it yet ſits 
' (but brooding)upon its own aſhes; 
raiſe it again out of them, increaſe 
the Glory of it ſeven-fold along 
ſucceeding Ages , draw it out of 
the fire a veſſel of Honour refined, 
make his Church in it a brighteſt 
Candleſtick of the Goſpel of 
Peace, after it hath been a moun- 
tain burning with fire , that could 
not be touched ; create a new Hea- 
venand Earth in it, wherein Righ- 
teouſneſs may dwell , after this 


diſſo- 


Thu Dedication. 
diſolution of Elements ; make it 
exemplary for Reformation to this 
Nation, as it hath been for ſuffer- 
ing, make the name of it for ever , 
Tebovah Shammah ; The Lord is 
there. 


In theſe Profirations Reſts, 


. Tor Humbleſt Servant, 
T.B. | 

f 

4 

bf 
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The General Addreſs. 


Here 3s a Spirit in Man, that 
within tht Sphere wherein he 
moves, 38 very enrious and ingquiſi- 
tive to underſtand, how things are 
carried, and what is done, or falls 
ont in the world; and when he ob- 
ſerves any Ann. new or preat , bis 
* Inquiries ſtay not in the things them 
" ſelves, but rifle them for the cauſes 
: and ſprings of them. 

This' men do agreeably to their 
Elevation and Compaſs , even front 
thoſe that refide in the higher and 
vaſter Orbs of Government, down to 
thoſe that are circum rribed within 
the narrowneſſes of meaner conditi- 
ons: who yetnot only ftretch them- 
ſelves round their own little circles, 


The General Addreſs. 
but aſtend as bigh\, "and rut ont 5 
far as they can gry axbat. irpbape and 
beyond them. 


. Wha,.of any. largeneſs of. yttind, 
wald have the preat Revolutions in 


any, part of the world concealed from. 


hin: ? Men of a wery common, ſize 
of. Soul are acquainted with the mo- 
tions of their own Nation ; and they 
who are crowded up inthe leaſt room 
of Underflanding , comprehend the 
things of their neighbourhood, and 


the Periodical changes of the: State 


they: live under. _ 

Herein wiſe men caſt k wh" 
bach ward upon, formertimes,and de- 
fire a knowledge from Hiſtory, much 
elder then themſelves, pradate their 
lives to the oldeſt mements, by their 

low earches what was done. in.thenr, 
' Judgment, upon, .and, affeAlio- 


nate 


The General Addreſs, 

nate Sympathies therewith. Apain 
they throw themſelves forward upon 
Futurity by all ways of Divination 
poſſible ; but how much more do they 

ettle npon their own Center of Time ; 
andin that, the freſh and new emer- 
gencies challenge their moſt conver- 
ſable thoughts : wherein they reſt not 
inthe bare Events, but are earneſt to 
know the bottom and reaſon of them; 
* and to ſound thejr Original as far as 
* theycan; and this every one doth ac- 
cording to the innate ſagacity or im- 
proved obſervation he hath attained. 

Thus that natural examinative- 
neſs of man pierces every wayto its 
ttmoſt poſſubility. 

Now all this ſo-far, as ingraffed 
ſenſe of a God, or the Diſcipline of 
| Religion, hath its effec5 upon the 

$S 4s rurns it ſelf to God, to obſerve 
the daily occyrrents of his Provi- 
| A dence, 


TO emo  adww_ ou _WGWw__ — 
+ 


'The General Addreſs. _ 
dence, and the Magniftcencies of his 


_ Power, either in mercy or wrath ; and 
comparing. one thing with another, 


makes a Character of the times, ac- 
cording to thoſe ſigns imprinted up- 
on them by the Divine Hand. 


Where this # not done,it-1s a neg- | 
ligence. ſo ſupine, and contemptful | 
of God, that our Saviour rebukes it | 


fromthe moſt ordinary marks of bu- 


mane attention, which is often- more | 


bold and prying then becomes it ;, and g 


yet diſſembles and.pretends a mode- 
fty, when it 3s called to underſtand 
God and his doings. | 

He thenthat hath not viewed the 
bulk or extern preſence of the late 
Fudgments of God upon England, 


amuſt either be an utter ſtranger to it, 


or to whatever 15 called Man. 


He that hath not P wrticularly,and ; 


with an inquiſitiveneſs agreeable to 
the 


The Gehetal Addreſs. 
the ſearches of mans Soul, maide 4 


rational inſpeCion into them , hath 


not aſpired 'to the more Heroick ef- 


forts of a Sonl, 


Laſtly, be that bath not aſcribed 
them to God, and conſidered his in- 
fentions, and the reformation cont 
porting therewith , bath not anſwer- 
ed the obligations. of a conſcience; 
that in all things reweres a Deity 3 


= much leſs behaved himſelf as one 


« placed i in the bigheſt Claſs of Reli- 


T; 


pion, I mean that moſt excellent one 
of Chriſtianity. 

This following Diſcourſe pre- 
ſumes to no more, then to give occas. 
ſronto theſ, enativeexerciſes of men; 
concerning the Judgments of God in 


* General; and then to incline them up= 
Z onthe particulars ſo freſh upon us. 


Firſt, to bring to their view thoſe D 
{o notatle Events of the late years, 
a A that 


The Genefal Addreſs, 


that they may know of them,whether 
they are things of: every day ; which 
befides. the common work, hath: port 
ſome parts of it theſe buge Balls 
fixed, beſides the natural nrliggt of 
its". waves, the ſwelling of... ſuch 
zountainous Billows. ' 
That..they- were wery portentous, 


the very amazed concernedneſs of all | 


ſorts of men about them demonſtra- 
ted.;:-aite-after-Hiftory will in vre- 


counting them , take that ſtate to it |, 


ſelf, which it aſſumes in relation of q” 


greater things. 

2, To: propoſe to: their Reaſon, 
whether they are not moſt juſily own- 
ed to hinrthat made and governs the 
world? "and whether there is not as 
great nao to acknowledge the one 
to him, as the other. 

Laftly ly, to adviſe with their Con- 
ſcience; whether if Judgments of 


od, 


The General Addreſs. 


F God, they are not the-moſt' perſwa* 


| 


ſtews Pt erce(ſors of Repentance and 
| Amendment of life to this whole 
* Nation : ſeeing the reaſons why ſo * 
gracious a Power puniſhes, are ſins ; 
and if theſe continue, the exeentions 
of Judgment muſt riſe higher , till 
they ſwell into defiruSGion, or eternal 
wrath : except he that is the Author 


of them were ſuſpeSted of weakneſs of 
Counſel, to do ſo great things to no 


purpoſe, or want of power to furniſh 


Shim with means to purſue his end. 
Which conſideration , if lively 
applied , would be moſt conſtraining 
pf our bhumbleſt and moſt penitent 
upplications and returns fo God; 
both out of love to him, who having 
0 great areach over we, would make 


' Es better, and not deſtroy us, and out 


lowe to our ſelves,that we may not 
y further provoking him , evenne-. 
| "Ye ceſſutate 


p, 


The General Add eſs 

cefſitate. himto our ruine. 
For..though we cannot We 
bleſſed Being ſo far, as to impute to 
+ bim the paſſions and diſcompoſures 
of anger; but remove from him the 
tronble and diſquiet that enter into 
Humane Indignations : yet we. can+ 
wot ſo much diminiſh from his. own 
expreſſrons of his wrath, but to be- | 
liewe the effects of it uch morereal, 
then thoſe of created difpleaſures, | 
| bowmany bn doms and methods I on | 
ever they run through. 
- And though we, own him ve. | 
and without extern cauſe;yet we muſk 
acknowledge according tothe deter= | 
minatiqns be bath made., he.doth | 
with the higheſt freedoms of his own, | 
will, and a tranquillity infinitely 
agreeing with his eternally happy 
' condition, execute puniſhments, #pon. 
ſunners accorging ta bisLaws;even. as. 
C juſt 


= 


\. The General Addreſs. - 

a juſt Prince ſuffers procedures of 
Tuſtice againſt Offenders without 
any diſturbance ov paſſion upon him- 
ſelf ; more, then that he delights not 
in the miſery of his Subjefs , but 
cannot becauſe of that, bend Righte- 
onſneſs from its own exaltneſs ; 
though he is ſtill ready to moderate 
it by pardons upon becommg reaſons: 
Even as there are in God the releut- 


ings of his infinite Goodneſs at the 


* ſorrows and contriiions of hungþled. 


>. 


ſenners. | 
Now in thzſe conſiderations lyethe 
great obligations of Repentance, and 
invitations to it , exciting the moſt 
powerful Principles of ſelf-preſer- 
ation, and more ingenuous affeSti- 
on in mans Soul, and apprehending 
the moſt advantagious bandles of it, 
Love and Fear. . 
Juch an Appeal then, as. this to 
L4 men, 


ws _—_—_———— IN 
R y 
: 


The Guabal Addreſs, 


men, to uſe their own ſentiments in 
things of ſo clear an importance , 
onght to be made to'every one , but 
with more particular addreſs to the 
Heroes of the Nation, whoſe Under- 
; ftanding and Virtue amplified with 
the Advantages of Government and 
Condition, ſet them upon the higher 
riſings of the world, and give them 
the freeſt proſpe& upon ij things ; 
from whence they diſcover not only 
| ſecomlary expedients of the Common 
Peace and Weal, but alſo if theſe are. | 

governed by piety, they will find 
thoſe primer ones, the worthier Poli- 
cies of. conciliating the Divine Fa- 
VOur. 

Such as do this, extend them- 
ſelves beyond Demeſtick, Bleſſings, | 
and become the Publick Good; who 
having an Intereſt and Example to 
ſpread, and 1 nfinences to derive,con- 

ſeerate 


The General Addreſs; 
ſecrate them to God , and the good 
. ſtate of a Nation with him; that as 


| _ their opportunities of knowledge are 


moſt open, their Intereſts wideſt, and 
their ſenſes of evil quickeſt ;, ſotheir 
endeavours againſt that fin which 
ruines Kingdoms, and forthat piety 

. that exalts them, 1s moſt earneſt. 
When perſwaſtons of Reformation, 
find freeſt entertainment with thoſe 
who have moſt power to promote it, 
and Princes are not only Philoſo- 
phers, but Divines, publiſhing Re- 
pentance and Amendment of life, by 
thoſe Soveraign Documents, the face 
of their Authority and Example 
ſhining upon Holineſs ; how orderly 
doth this Reformation deſcend from 
the Superior Regions ? without that 
tumult and ſuſpition of Deſign that 
uſually accompanies Popular At 
tempts therein ; and with greateſt 
Honour : 


The General Addreſs. 
Honour : For ſuch being nearer 
God, 1he Original of all , we accept 
from them ada of goods 
neſs, as Ats of Bounty with thank; 

fulneſs ; but not without diſdain 
and regret from them below us : 
There being ever an exprobration in' 
that inverſion of Order and Nature, 
when we receive the light or dew of ' 
Heawen from beneath , that ſhould | 
come down from above to us. = 
It- muſt needs be a Rebuke from 
Heaven upon the upper world, when 
in the ſilence of Religion, Fudgment, 
and Equity there, God opens the wul- 
gar mouths to call for them ; and yet 
if theſe ſhould hold their peace, there 
# ſo great a conſtraint for the want, 
that even the ſtones would cry ont. 
The Reaſon that forſakes men, 
tranſmigrates as it were into inſenſi- 
ble things : Vniverſal Wiſdom bas 
; vIng 


The General:Addreſs. 

vingſo contrived, that as the neglect 

oes down lower and lower” 3 thinas 
loweſt ſhould be mowed to convince 
them above, till the nethermoſt foun- 
dations of the Earth are ſtirred 
to reprove diſobedient man, though 
at the other higher end of it. 

When the Seats of Dignity are 
empty ( that is ) not lled with good 
Government , who is not ready. t9 

profs into them 2 and when the Pro- 
014 Chairs are unfurniſhed by per- 
ſons. of graver inveſtiture , naked 
Sauls crowd into them ; as they ſay, 
Natnre ſwells out of its place to 206 

ent wacuity. 

.- Or rather theplenitude of wiſdom, 
that flows from God the Fountain, 
is ſo immenſe , that being excluded 
is proper place, as a full ſtream for- 
ced out of its own Channel, it burſts 
znto ayother .,. or overflows all, or 


B | like Wt 


ab... DAE at 


The General Addreſs. 
hike the Apoſtles DoGirive , which 
driven from the Jews, A 
upon the Gentiles. | 

Bt. theſe telahiafaiens are e- 
wer in themſelves dangerous, if not 
deadly ; this Wiſdom never. ſhews 
ing it ſelf out of the reſedences it 
bath choſen, as fitteſt fort, but in 
wrath; when it ſpeaks by men of low- 
er rank'\, what it would do by Supe- 
riors; or by the Creatures, mbat 
men ſhould underſtand themſelves : 
It 3s.1n Judgment to forbid therr 
madneſs. 

May it then be the Happineſs of 
our Times and Nation, tobe reſcued 
from the further purſuits of the Di- 
ine diſpleaſure, by the mediation of 
perſonages of place, aud lawful ſuf- 
frages:, that have not taken their 
Hoods to themſelves, or by the In- 
gains of God thruſt into it. 


To 


FN and ae. i Bind Kc. om 


The General Addreſs, 

To whom to preſent theſe two 
Generals of Reformation,that are 
not of any private Interpretation, 

or Opinion, but of the ſenſe of all 
# ober underſtanding,will not be ace 
counted preſumption, though they 
know, and do the things already. 

ri. An efficacious Interpoſal a- 
gainſt Licention ſneſs of Pratiiues, 
which grows ſpeedily to a beight ; 
when thoſe, fs ſe honour and gra- 
rbids nl to ſigop to thoſe 
ſes of vice, which others 
n to, have not yet that 
af againſt it, but either draw tos 
nigh tbe Circus or Ring of the 
Diſorders, bebolding them with 
pleaſure , or entertain the Attors 
of them with familiarity : Any of 
which give a boldneſs to wicked. 
neſs, that ſoon eſpies its own ad- 
Vantage , 'and "”_w inſolent up- 
on 


The General Addreſs. 
en. them,ready not only to riſe with 
violence. againſt common oppoſiti- 
on , but Fo diſmount Authority it 
ſelf . which hath no greater. Jecu- 
ritythen its own virtue enflawped 
#pou thoſe under if, 

Solomons advice not to be 
over-wnch wirked., hath not only 
equal,;bur larger place upon States 
then-upon perſons; for beſi der,that 
Tuftice makes wore -baſte 10 puniſh 
& Combination in-evil, the: 
contrary. paſſuons.cand luſt 6 

outragrous , that they violate” all 
things.in their. mutual encounters ; 
and the inundation;grows ſo ſtrong 
through the meeting of ſogreat a 
Bodlyoof Evil, that the deftrulive 
force runs into ſuddenner confuſt- 
ong, ond is more: impatient of thoſe 
abatements, a :fungle wickeducſs 
muſt admit ; and ſo-more leiſurely 
brings forth death. There 


' 
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The General Addreſs. 
There are poſſi bly few Inſtances 
of any ſuch , who have beenthe 


uotoriowsDebauches of their time, 
but hawe been exemplary for the 
Fate attending them, except pre- 
vented by ſudden returns to a; ſo- 
ber mind : but . not any of an' ex- 
treamly corrupted Age, but unhap- 


pineſs,\if not ruine, have'trodden 
along with it. 


But could it be, that a fliream 0 
* wickedneſs bad run like :0yl, 
Fe” ſmooth: and untroubled ; yet. duh 
that time wherein it fo ran;\look 
black to Poſterity'; tot Chance, 
-but ſome unchangeable Law -gi> 
ving the CharaGer. always alike, 
which is ever derived from thoſe 
of: Eminency.; as. when Pifiures 
aretaken, the Head, and parts of 
the Body neareſt to it, are general- 
9 gs enough to" repreſent the ' 
| whole: 


"The General Addre(s. 
whole: thus when the PortraiGure 


of any Time is given,the. Aſpe&t of 
Majeſty, the Seat of Autbority,and © 
Underftanding are the life', .and © 
the reft added to make the. Grace ® 


.them the greater, and more im- | 


preſſrue from the beauty of a full 7 


proportion. 


2, A potent ppofoiaucnatibe | 
iſm, and ſcornful negle&: of the * 
Soleumities of Chriſtianity ; which 


when it is- profeſſed (bath the 7 


weight of proſperity or 'ruixte reſt- 
ing upon it : for as God often 


bung the Gl, ory. or Deſolation of 


the Princes &» people of Judah, up- 
op the obſervation of their $ab- 


bath, thoughan extern Rite,of Re- 


Lighon, becauſe it carried ſo. murh | 
of the Rewerence of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and the Acknowledgments of 


God: wj 0 be ſtill ſuſpends the Great- 
| neſs i 


_— RE. 


*. TheGeneral Addreſs; 
Z neſs or Depreſſion of Nations, t0. 
= whom the notices of himſelf and Te 
7 ſus Chriſt are given,upon their ſub- 
= jed:on to thoſe Sacred Principles and 
the Inſtitutions wherein vbey are 
# conſerved. And becauſe we have 
* fallen into the mention of a Sabbath, 
and theſe Inſtitutions have their full 
& room init ; it 1s not out of the way 
2 of this Addreſs to obſerve, That our 
= Chriſtian Sabbath 3s ſlipped ont of 
"* the ſhell of a Fewiſb Ceremony, into 
= the Spirituality of the Lords Day, 
* and the Morality of a Reſt for the 
publick and private Exerciſes of 
Religion ; on which accounts, onr 
Obligations to it ſtill continue with 
=} thoſe advantages wherein. it was 
3 made for man : All contemptful diſ- 
x encloſures .or unworthy proſiitutions 
= of it, muſt needs therefore imply not 
only a great ſenſeleſsneſs of God and 
b | bis 


N The General Addreſs. 
bis Glory , whom we would diſpute 


 znto the narroweſt rooms , but too 
much of" an irreverence of bins if 
not defiance to him. 

Were it poſſible. there could be a 
ſevere ſuppreſſion of Vice, and incli- 
nation to Virtue without Piety, yet 
mould it be diſhonourable without 
the Illuſtration of Religions Glories, 
The higheſt care of thoſe that truly 
rnderſtand Honour is the paying all 
due Obſerwvances to God, the Foun- 
:4in of Honour ;\who hoard them 
that howonr hin, but delivers to in- 
famy or contenipt ſu that lightly 
p tgard bim. 

As ſome States, that bave enalh. 
e/ virtuous Laws, and been vigilant 

-1 their execution, hawe.not- yet been 
bereby able to recompenſe themſelwes 
for the want of a lawful Prince, but 
bave appeared foul and ſtained ; 


much 


The General Addreſs. 


much leſs can any other As of Go« 
wernment, how ſplendid ſoever, re- 
deem from infamy days full of injux 
ry done toLaws of ſupremeſt value 
(that 5s) Religion. 

But it 1s indeed unreaſonable to 
think, Irreligion ſhould be juſt cy ſo- 
ber (eſpecially wherethere 3s the name 
of a Church included within that of 
a Common-wealth.) The Virtuoſi of 
the Heathen aſſumed the Fear of the 
Deity, as the true dye of common ho- 
neſty. For he that is conſcious to 
himſelf of ſo great an Injuſtice, as 
the negleS of his Duty to God, can« 
not rationally be fidelious to any 0- 
ther parts of Righteouſneſs. Beſides, 
that God in a juſt ſcorn daſhes in 
Pieces thoſe little Idols of Virtue that 
ſet np. for themſelves without him, 
bydeliverins up to a reprobate ſenſe, 
to great injudiciouſneſs in ſome, or 
b. 2 other 
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other of the Eſſential points of Mo- 
rality, thoſe that do not Hike to retain 
bim in their knowledge, or knowing 
God,do not glorifte hint as God. | 

To conclude. This firſt and great 
Commandement, Piety towards God, 
and the ſecond like to it, Chriſtian 
Morality, do ſo reciprocate, that one 
without the other Fs neither true,nor 
accepted. 

Theſe are firſt the Intereſt and 
Peace of every ſingle perſon, and ta 
be bis care in his retired Admini- 
ftration over himſelf; . next of Fa- 
milies, and the Oeconomy therein ; 
Lſtly, of greater Communities, and 
the Rulers over them , to whom 3s 
committed the cuſtody of theſe two 
Tables: when theſe are oblitterated,or- | 
exanSerated by fin, God publiſbes 
thenrafreſb from the dreadful Mount, | 
and engraven with his ownFinger in 

Fudg: 
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Tudgments,that they may ftill be pre- 
ſerved in full force. He promul- 
gates them with that Trumpet with 
which they were at firſt given, the 
ſound of which having increaſed 
louder and louder to this Nation, 
ſhould awake us to receive them with 
a new Devotion. 

Theſe things upon the grounds of 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, are preſented 
to General Conſideration, under the 


F avour of Divine Benedifion. 


k & tia dot , 
| HKKK62232022520002 | 
The Contents of the Diſcourſe. 


ap. 1. A Prefatory Co ofecwrng the 
Excellency of Scriptere, in diſcovering to us 
that Judgments are from God, and leading 
w from Atheiſm to the true Uſe of them, I 
Chap. 2, An Explanation of the Nature of 
Fudgments. "P33 
. 3. An Endeavour to demonſtrate by ſound 
| Reaſon, That Judgments are from God, 22 
| Chap. 4. 4 Solution offered to the ſeveral Oh- 
jedlions againſt this Poſition, That Judgments 
are from Cod. 48 
Chap. 5. The diſcuſſion of this Scruple , How 
can it ftand with tbe Author of Nature to diſore 
der it ? 71 
1 Chap. 6. A general Account, That there are 
| ſeveral Reaſons of Judgments comporting with 
Gods boly and good Government of the World. 
| 86 
Chap. 7. The firſt Reaſon: The importance to 
the World, that a Fuſtice over it, be underſtood, | 
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Chap. 8. The ſecond Reaſon, ſhewing the = 
ceſſity of a purgation upon the ſinful World, 107 | 
Chap. 8. The third Reafon expreſſes the conne-. 
xion of theſe with Eternal Tudgment, 122 | 
%s Chap. 9. Fourtb Reaſon, expreſſing the Govery« 
ment of tbe World falling in with Judgments, 
129 


Chap. 
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| 4 ne Contents, 
Chap. 10. Fifth Reaſon , expreſſing the uſefwl- 
neſs of Fudgments 10 reform, 133 
Chap. 11. Of the Uſe true Reaſon may make of 
the afſurance Senſe bath of the Evils we call . 
Fudgments ; and bow far it may advance to- 
wards Chriſtianity. 2.137 
Chap. 12. Of the much hbigber Elevation of 
Reaſon into Chriſtianity, received from the im- 
provement of innate and revealed Principles 
concerning Judgments, | 1 03-1"7 BY 
Chap. 13. Of the more dirett operations of Tutg- 
. ments towards Reformation ; wherein firſt of 
the efficaty they bave in confining Senſuality, and. 
ſetting free Confeience, and its' proper Motions. 


166 
Chap. 14. Of Senſe of particular Sins effeited 
by ; = Buhl 175 


Chap, 15. -Of Judgments exciting Prayer, 180 
Chap. 16. ' A Recolleftion of this Diſcourſe 19 


its proper pmrpoſe, j 13z 
Chap. -17, - An Inquiry into the Freedom of God” 
in his diſtribution of Judgments , with a ſo» 
lution of dowb1s concerning it. 186 
Chap. 18, Of the variety God wſes inthe man» 
ner of the execution of bis Tudgments, 205 
Chap. 19. Of the great Charatier of Judgments 
when they end in deſolaticn, 210 
Chap. 20, The Redutiion of the whole to aCon- 
c/nfion; X 216 
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Beſides the miſtakes of pointing, which the Fa- 
vourable Reader will reconcile to Senſe, let 
. bimbe Padded to corret the more material, 
Þ# 10, line 1, for. that, read ha. a .16. L. 7. for 


whole, #, while the, 1. 17. for died, x. deſola- 
ted, Pp. 25,4. 3. blot one; p. 26. L, g. for found, r. formed. 


A. 50\ks 21.7. Ravillac, p. 54-6. 19. r. Ante-Roomsy p.77, 


L. 25; tor its bln By »Þ. 89. 1.20. for ſuing, r. ſceivg, 
RUG > 57 #, Trochus, p. 320. 0. 26. for then, y, thus, 
P- 149.1. 3,7. poſtulate, p 130. 4. 13, r. a_ P. 133+ 
f. 21, 2a loped; p. 136. for .that, y. thty, þ. 144." 3trer 


| Ienprove, blot its p. 148. L. 26. for inſecured, r. inſnated, 
p.152. 416, forguidel, r.girded z.p. 164. 1:27. r, clue, 


P. 165.1. 12 after (weerneſs pur In vig. þ. 168. Lage rr in- 
Naved, p. 171, L. 23. Y. inapprehenfivenels, p; x75. & 4. 

#frer true, blot and , P. 176. 4. 20, r. Nc and al, 
f.r8r, 1, 14. for bran, r. bear, þ: 185. tor diſcaſt, r, diſcaſe. 
Pu 1.98. afcer f.19. put in vain confidence looles it (If, p.1 96. 
for when, r, where, f,198. 1. 21. 7. arridvy © þ. 204. 
b.25. for ſalve, ſalvo, p.z10, 1.8, r, Courier, p. 212, 


4.16. for arms, r, azo yz þ- 226. 1. 24. for contracts, r, c0n- 


wrafts. 
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CHAP. T. 


A Prefttory Diſcourſe, Lewing the 
br of S, xe 7 ha | 
'- ering to. 48 that Judge arc are | 
from God.; and leading #6 | 
 Arbeiſm to the the uſe of them. Gets 


T hath pleaſed Godi to cab 
{thoſe times] wherein Atheiſtick' 
Opinions ,' as -well- as. Practices, 
| have dared: a -conteſt--withi- his. 
> Judgmeots': That the boldoeſs of 
either Monſter', ſpeculative or-pradtick 
Atheiſm/, ſhould be petmitted' to ont-! 
live. OF Over-grow: ſuch convictions of 
his hand lifted up,! as we have had , is 
by every gaod man as:earneſtly- tobe 
_ deprecated, and with as great a compal- 
wars the Age intwhich he lives to. be 
Farrar cot away ety aa Ns a 
ts being .the-. ſtrange Acts © 
God: and __—_ = bave felt, the moſt 
upuſual 
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(2). 
nquſual ofthoſe ſtrange As, they come 
near Miracles, and are like his fave eron 
Pharaoh, andthe Jews; and therefore to 
impute them to Chance, or Nature, or 
any thing below God , comes alſo''too 
near their debaſement of Divine Power, 


and aſcribing it to Beelzebxb , that they. 


ight not be conſtrained to ſubmit to 
its A fin that our Saviour tells us, is 
not forgiven in this world; which ſounds 
moxeta ſuch kind of men ,'then to.add; 


Norin the world to come. + This were ' 
indeed to be delivered up toa 8 


bate Purvhorundy Ar wa is the 
and precedes deſtruQia 


world; to be ed an under foor, when 
he hath the afſertions of them 3 
but that ſtrokes ({ which are Dif 
cipline) ceafing, the fatal blow follows: 
when the wind/, to fan and cleanſe, lies 
without acceſs; the dry wind from the 


wilderneſs , that blaſtFand withers all, 


ſoon after riſes « 3 when God: thinks it 


vain , men ſhould be (tricken any more, 


becauſe they . revolt more and more, 
and will nof ſo much as owne him that 
ſtrikes 


of 


=D very rare , that Godiſh 
and the Majeſty he carriesinthe 


- 
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ſtrikes 3 he then ſtrikes opce for all, and 
afflition riſes not up the ſecond time. + 
It igneceſlary ther, all that have to- 
4 gethera ſcnſe of God and Publick good, 
ſhould Interpole againſt , thoſe idle 
words that corrupt gopd manners, that 
diſ-entitle God to qur calamities, and 
_ ſoenfeeble all thoſe inferences afRefor- 
mation , that are deducible from the 
acknowledgment of him as the Authar 5 
and alſo againſt thoſe evil manners that 
ariſe and corrupt Communications, ha- 
ving nothingelſe for their (ccurity,; but 
to tas that God doth neither. goad 


nor ev1]. | APR 
Now theſe things diſti} firſt fromthe 
upper ſort-of men , who having the ad- 
vantage.to build. their luſts abgvye os 
. thers, {crew up by themſelves, or the 
' miniſtery of ſervile wits, a falfifted rea- 
ſon to the height of thoſe luſts'; whence 
they fall upon the lower world, which 
as greedily , though not with ſuch a.dif- 
cretion of ſenſuality, drinks them in, 
This following Diſcourſe is therefore 
levelled tothis end; that every manof 
all ſorts owning his hand, may make no . 
doubt, buthis Kingdom hath come up- 
| oof on 


(4) | 
on us jn his late dreadful Providences, 
and fo may give glory to him. 
© The grounds of it are, that reaſon of | 


. Scripture,which being the Book of God, 


gives the Hiſtory of the Government 
and Acts of Godin the world. For as | 
the Records of any Nation or Prince, | 
are tobe found with their proper Hiſto- 

Tians, and we ſeek them with moſt rea- 
fon and ſucceſs, where the accounts of | 
them are profeſſedly offered : Even fo 


the digeſts of Holy writing render us 


| the belt aſſurances of God in the world, | 


and aſcribe to him that which.is his own, | 
with greateſt ſincerity. | 
Though therefore there are many | 
confeſſions to God from the light cf 
Nature, and its Prophets ; yet thoſe 
whom God himſelf deputed to the telti- 
monies of himſelf, are much more to be 
truſted, carrying along with them a 
clear, conſtant, and even Tenor of 
y : _ Sadodln * TV 

And the Examples he ſingles out to 8 
demonſtrate his own Dominion, Juſtice, 
or Goodneſs in the world , are much 
fairer then thoſe that are forreign to the 
Scripture.Even as a wiſcReaſoner makcs 
725 ES OT choi:e 
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(5) 
choice of the beſt Arguments 3 when 
an ordinary Diſputer, though he may 
fall upon ſuch as have truth, yet not 
upon thoſe that are moſt cogent. | 
' To us, ro whom the Word of God is 
the meaſure and fountain of Truth, all 
its afitmations are demonſtrations : Its 
repeated inculcating and exemplifying 
of things ih matters of Fat ,' are like 
ſtrongeſt concatenations of reaſon. - 
\ Yer 4$s/God often took the "Pagan 
world within the Verge 'of his Word, 
and extended theline of Prophecy up- 
on the urmoſt diſtant earth, therein, at 
once laying fuller aſſurances of himſelf 
for his own people, and advantages of 
acknowledging him, for the uſe of thoſe 
that 'were not yet proſfelyted to him : 
Which Word (befides the authority of, 
Thus ſaith the Lord ) carries alſoa high 
hand of reaſon and evidence along with 


' it 5 that if any would but ſhew them- 


ſelves men, they muſt needs be convin- 
ced by it. Even ſo may we make uſe 
of all'reaſons to confirm the faith of 
them whofirſtreſt it in Scripture z and 
to compel thoſe to bow to what it de- 
clares'z who think'not themſelves obli- 
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| (5) | 
ged to believe Oracles, thongh Divine, 
where they are not ſupported and poin- 
ted. by thoſe Ratiocinations , wherein 
they put more truſt. * + 

While then we center upon the Re- 
velations of God , & upon them endea- 
vor to-compals all thats indeed ſound, 
we'ſhall find whatever is fit to argue us 
into that wiſdom &feriouſnefs to which 
ſo awful a hand hath ſummonedus. 

In evincing the reafonableneſs of our 
grand Poſition, - That. God is the Au- 
thor of all our calamities, we have this | 
fingular advantage , that every ſtep we | 
take in acquitting it from utter impoſit- | 
bility.and unreaſonablenels , is in the 
place of a great-reaſon. For it being | 
cartied- in the high ftream of all Man- 
kinds conſent ,. it is moſt refional it 
ſhould be- accepted wherein it cannot 
be convitted- of popular errour and 
miſtake « whereas Atkeiſmherein hath 
- nothing to ſettle upon , but a-wicked- 
neſs generally condemned:( evenby the 
very:;Atheiſt , 'that aſſumes Morality ) 

a reaſon unſta , unauthorized 
by ſuffrage. It muſt therefdre have ſo 
great a validity of Demonſtration, as 

- 4 may 
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may be accepted for it ſelf 5 which be- 
ing.indeed impoſlible to be found, the 


field muſt be left 'to that vitorious 


Truth, and every man obliged to that 
Duty: and Repentance- it calls for. In 
which laſt particular , the very enetny 
of it befriendsit ; for as if it wereclear, 
there were a God, the Atheiſt that 


would ſeem juſt and impatrtial-to all 


things, and avoids the ſuſpition of chu- 


{ing his Opinion from his life , profeſles 


he would turn the force of his reaſon 
for Religion and Service to the Deity ; 
Even ſo, if all we ſuffer be from God,he 
will ſay, It ismoſt neceſlary we ſhould 
by all means agreeable to his Nature, 
make it our buſineſs to appeaſe him; 
wherein the pratical Atheiſt isdeferted 
by the Contemplator againſt a God and 
his Provifence, and left alone as a per- 
ſon moſt unreaſonable, and mn 
forſaken of all ſenſe 3 who owning fo 
great a Principle , governs not himſelf 

with conformity toir. | 
But we are inno want of Conceſſions 
fron: Atheiſm, nor from ſo much as bet- 
ter taught Morality , though we thus 
ſpeak.” For in points of Reaſon and Dil- 
| B 4 courſe, 
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CJ 
courſe , that anointing of the Spirit of 
God: in his: Word, leads the humble 


Chriſtian into all truth, and is it ſelf 


truth-, who bath therefore no need that 
any ſhould teach him ;: yet: he accepts 
the tributes of ſubordinate underſtand- 
iog alſo, - In; hiſtorical accounts the ſa- | 
cred Chronology hath days enough to- | 
ſpeak tous , and yearsto; teach us that 
knowledg that grows from matters of 
FaQt, though all ſtory may ſerve-it as a | 
Commentary. Y 
In: the [Principles of holy and wiſe 
practice , we need not the Ciſterns that 
are broken and often foul , having the 
fountains of living: water,and the Chry- 
ſtal Scait ſelf 5 yet we may allow, that 
as all waters,ſo faras they are wholſom, 
come-from this Sea, they ſhould with a 
ion return thither again. 
-In-all-theſe., whatever we receive 
from thewords of God isgenuine , and 
of the true alloy, purified ſever-times 5 ? 
which the moſt-ſublimated- Moraliſt 
hath- only in the Ore, ignorant of the *' 
trueArts of Refinement, | 
;Al accountsfromithence are ſteddy, 
eveny':and uniform with themſelves, 
"0 their 
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their path pondered, and their eye 
ftrait- before them 3 compared with 


theſe ,jall others are giddy , diſtratted 


and uncertain z when they have ſpoken 
like wiſe men in ſome things, that Spirit 
of Truth and Wiſdom not inhabiting 
them, they fall into the wildneſſes of 
mad men, and the impertinencies of 
Fools z whence all the ſuperſtition that 
hath been in the world , hath continu- 
ally ſprung. | 
[n Scripture all things are full, andto 
the height 3 but io others ſcanty , and 
below the true elevation. For though 
they ſpeak at any time that is great and 
worthy God, conſidered by it felf, yet 
not like his Servant Job : They know 
not,nor can pronounce the great Tetra- 
grammaton, the Euſebeia of the Goſpel, 
nor the true Evangelick Righteouſneſs 
and ſoberneſs : What they diſcourſe is 
either ſo thin and airy through Philoſo- 
pbick attenuation , 'that it Joſes its 
kr ware ——_ , its uſefulneſs 
and.inte}lighbility to common capacity, 
orelſe it is toothick and abies 
knows only to ſpeak plainly ,'yet moſt 
divinely.: : $5. (Po 
ds E Of 


(10) 

Of moſt things that have only ſome 
imperfe& reſemblances, and halfexpreſ- 
ſions, Scripture is:anly able to interpret 
ro them.their Propherick Dreams of 
Divide matters, as Datel to Nebuchad- 
nezz4rs, which by its explanations be» 
comeexcellent fenſe. 

Laſtly , holy Oracles are the: natural 
Soil, 'the native Country of all Divine 
truths; tranſplanted from them ioto 
more rigid and barren ground, they loſe 
ther firſt ſweetneſs ; or as Colonies 
ſent fromirt, they forget their Mother. 
City, the crue Jeruſalem, and by length 
of time grow firſt ſtrange, thetrinimick, 
tilt by a captivationiand recovery of 
them , as ſpoils raken by the Sword and 
Pow of Original truth, they are redu- 
- ced, inſtructed in their own deſcent,and 
reſtored totheir noble alliances. _ . 

| Thus Religion draws home all thoſe 
branches and ſtems of it ſelf, from thoſe 
artificial Roots',:;upon which they grew 
weakly , or degenerated through the 
unnaturaineſs of rhe: moiſture coaveyed 
rochem fromfalſe Principles ; altbough 
if they might have had their awn force 
2nd vigour,they would have meliorated 
the 


TH) 
the worſe, but being over-power'd,they 


* . loſe theirown excellency, 


"But from this- general Diſcourſe of 
Scripture, we return to the-particular 
caſe 3 the fulneſs and ſufficiency of it to 
teach every man concerning the Judg- 
ments of God , what he is to know and 
to. do touching their revolutions in the 
world. 

Herein the Fundamental Dodrines, 
plain Precepts, Promiſes, Comminati- 
ons there to be found, lead us to aCtions 
_ great and ſerious ; even as the Judg- 
ments themſelves, which are the moſt 
ſolemn of Providences;all procedures of 


Juſtice carryin along with them high- 


eſt gravity, and requiring a ſuitable re- 
verapds. And decunſh n. ſee them beſt 
in Examples , which are admonitions 
taken out of words, and printed into 
things 3- we upon whom the ends of the 
world are come,are made tofitupon the 
ſhoulders of former times, through the 
favour of Scripture-hiſtory , bebolding 
the Saints of Godin their holy , hum- 
ble, and heavenly demeanour in bad 
times, and their bappy iflue out of tem- 
ptation:: On the other fide, the miſcar- 


riage 
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riage 6f obſtinate men, with-their ſad 
Fates; that whoſo is wiſe to 'obſerve 
thoſe things, andprudent to know 
them, may underſtand , The ways of 
the Lord are right, and that men ups. 
right , and ſtraight in themſe]ves:, ma 
walk. in them z but tranſgreſſors, who 
feet are crooked, their motions indirect, 
and they froward in all their paths,can- 
not hold themſelves: on fo ſtgait a line, 
but fall therein. | | 
CHAP. Il. + v2. 
An Explanation of the Nature of & | 
Judgments. —_— 


He Judgments of - God :are like 

\ | + another Volumn of his Wo ks, 
fitted firſt for our contemplation ';, As 
the inviſtble things of him from the Creas. 
tion of the world, are clearly ſeen,” being 
underſtood 'by the things that are made, 
even hs eternal. power and Godbead-: fo 
are.the ſame arfayed -1n: juſtice--and 
rightepulneſs, apparent in thoſe tharare 
as it were unmads, ahd decreated in his 
wrath.. For ſeeing that immenſe Eflence 
canriot þ» comprehended. in his own 
Globe 
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Globe of light and purity , we need all 
the refrations he is pleaſed to make 
of himſelf , that we may underſtand 
him. - Theſe of his wrath, which is ho- 
lineſs provoked by fin, declare that part 
of his glory : and there is no ſpeech or 
language where their voice is not heard. 
For their line is gone out through all 
the Earth , and their words to the ends 
of the world. fn them hath he ſet a 
Tabernacle for his Juſtice, which rejoy- 
ceth as a ſtrong man to runhis race, and 
the afts of it in their ſeaſon are new eve- 
ry. morning, Fot they are as the light 
that goeth forth. 

Before we enter into the Rational 

arts of this Difcourfe', let us ſtand and 
behold the ſtate and order of Judgments 
as in Theory. 

1. Judgments are thoſe evils that ex- 
ceed the ({tandard vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit , that are the every days com- 
pan of the whole Creation , rational, 
enſitive, and inſenſare, in their ſeyeral 
kinds of deploration of themſelves. For 
theſe are the Covenant made with all 
things after the Fall,” and as it were the 
very xerms and conditions-upon which 
they 
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they ſtand in theworld, and not. new 
things under the Sun to move. wonder 
and ſearch : Yea that death and diſſo- 
lution into which every thing below the. 
Heavens ſinks, either by degrees,or una- 
wares, and isloſt in that dark , amounts 
not to the nature of what we call Judg- 
ment, 3 but' moves with life in ſuch a 
kind of even vicifſitude , -as day and 
night ,' and inter-changes with as little 
noiſe. 

But Judgments are the hand. of God . 
lifted up to ſhew a greater indignation. 
The former are indeed the angry prints 
and CharaQers of a ſctled Juftice, that 
reſts and fixes upon that radical pra- 
vity and evil of mans nature, and keeps 
pace and conſtant motion with the con- 
tinual aftuations of It. II 

But as there is a difference between 
the diſtempered ſtate and corruption of 
Mankind, with its ſcintillations, as from 
a perpetual fire, and more notorious 
enormities 3 ſo-1s there between the 
unintermitted diſcipline that chaſtiſes 
man, as a Creature out of the firſt favor 
and grace with God, and. thoſe more 
_ ter ible approaches, when he comes _ 
0 
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k of his place ,- and does his ſtrange work 

* upon fivners , that' they dye not the 

common deathsof men. 

Yetio both theſe, viz; natural. cor- 
 ruoption; and conſtant infelicity, ye the 
3 ſecedvand'matterz” which beiog either 
ſuddenly blown up, or by degrees ga- 
thered together, ſwell hight man ioftant, 
or witly teifure 'grow'to'a ſum Eorre- 
ſponding each other. 

For as depraved Nature breuhe/gin 
into dutragious implety, or by repeat- 
ed a&s of itſelf, riſes to its meaſure ;''fo 
it-is 2ofwered by God with ſudden. 
hoxins ite of his' wrath', or the 

inginſs out thoſe Treafures, ' that 'by 
Fs #ions havebeen amiaifed; 'and 
are-iflued out in 'the juſt ſeaſons ap- 
pointed by him. 

In the mean time, asthere are rtany 
excellent Rules of Religion and Mora- 
Jiry conſiſtent with the one , which do 
not only govern particular perfons,who 
are Heroick herein, bur fpread them- 
ſelves by wholſome Laws and Counſfels 
upon Communities', and adorn the 
Chronidte of that Age , of which they 
have firſt been the ſtability : ſo are there 
, great 
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great accounts of the goodneſs of God 
contemporary with the other, and rich 
aCts of his bounty , which do moſt emi- 
nently bleſs whole Nations as well as 
perſons, and recommend the times cur- 
rent over them to poſterity, as proſpe- 
rous and happy 2 but all the whole 
_ world is neither acquitted from this 
guilt of. univerſal corruptions nor ex- 
empted from the miſery ſo cloſely wo- 
ven intoevery [tate of it; | 

This condition of the wotld hath gi- 
ven occaſion to great inquiries , how it 

ſed into itz ſame reſolution of which 
is hereafter intended : but now we ob- 
ſerve how much even this differs from 
the more hot pr en _ ET. 
appearance of things under. Judgment, 
e. a reſemblance of the Garden of 
Edez becomes a Wilderneſs, and what 
wenow call Froſperity, is clouded with 
over-ruling adverſity. We come into 
the world, and finding it as it is in its 
moſt conſtant eſtate, think it was never 
better , till by way of negation, remo- 
ving theevils we perceive to be ſuch, 
and vi4 eminentie, meaſuring how much 
higher things might have been, we by 

8 cen 
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cend in our thoughts to the firſt perfe- 
Qion. But Judgments, without any ſuch 
circuit or elaboration , are down-right 
proofs of wrath and miſery , and that 
things are not as they were deſigned to 
be. | 
2: The intention of this Diſcourſe is 
eſpecially to obſerve Judgments,as they 
comprehend Nations, and infold Com- 
munities : For though God vifits ob- 
ſcureſt perſons, and Families with them, 
yet they renown themſelves by their 
large ſpread upon greater pieces of the 
world, and the ſtretch of themſelves 
upon Thrones, Cities , and Countries, 
over which they draw the line of con- 
fuſion and deſolation z in ſo much that 
their deſcriptions are proportionable to 
that general diflolution of all things, at 
the end of the world : of which they 
are indeed ſmaller Maps and prepara- 
tory introduCtions. The Prophet fore- 
telling theſe, ſpeaks ina language pro- 
perto the day of Judgment 3 when the 
mountains ſhall tremble out of their 
places, and the foundations of the earth 
diſcover” themſelves ; the Sun and 
Moon reſign their light , and the Stars 
C forſake 
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forſake their Orbs, and fall from their 
Heaven. All which fſolemnitics are 
borrowed to repreſent the down-fall 
and judgment of particular places and 
Kingdoms. 

While we conſider them thus , they 
are upon a hill , and fitter for general 
obſervation, as being more publick, and 
inſtructions from them more compre- 
henfive 3 though the ſame reaſons have 
place , and like admonitions ariſe from 
the hand of God, however it plants it 
ſelf, or grounds its work , if the motions 
of it fall under our view , and offer 
themſelves to our notice. 

3. Theſe Evils ariſe ſometimes from 
Nature turned out of its courſe, and 
loſing that poiſe God hath with greateſt 
wiſdom given itz from whence come 
all thofe inequalities and intempera- 
tures that produce Famines, Peſtilen- 
ces, Earthquakes, Storms, and De- 
luges. 

For when all things were ſetled by 
God in number, weight and meaſure, 
for the advantage ot the world, and 
welfare of the whole Creation-z there 
neceſſarily follows , when they are ve 

orde- 
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ordered , ruine and miſery, accordin 
to the degrees of the diſorder, bot 
through the ceffation of that benefit, 
their right courſe carried with it 3 and 
alfo through the violence of cauſes out 
of their places , and thoſe exorbitane 
motions which are the fury and rage of 
Nature. 

Beſides theſe , there are alſo the ter- 
tible conflidts of the luſts and paſſions 
of men ſtriving upon the great Sea of 
the world, roaring like Thunder, flaſh. 
Ing like Lightning , tearing more gree- 
dily then Tempeſts, and that put all 
things into greater Convulſions then 
Earthquakes. 

There are no greater evils upon 
Mankind, then thoſe of which he him- 
ſelf is the Engineet 3 Blood, War, 
Rapine, and Terror devouring without 
mercy, are bred in his own bowels, and 
executed by bimſelf , being the com- 
bates of thoſe fiery exhalations which 
ariſe from his unruly Soul. From 
whence come wars and fightings among 
you ? Come they not hence? Even 
from your Juſts, that war in your 
members? And - often introduce 
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as ſuddenly and inevitably thoſe Fa- ! 
mines and Peſtilences , which come |} 
more kindly out of the hand of what in ? 
this caſe we ſtyle Nature. Throughout * 
Scripture, and all Hiſtory , we find God 2 
in juſtice uſing man againſt himſelf,and 


creating him the ſevereſt enemy of- his 
own kind. He proſecutes peccant Ci- 
ties, Nations, be ſome others that are 
fitted to bring to paſs his righteous 
ends, being no leſs under him , then the 


ſeveral Creatures that ſeem more im- | 
mediately his inſtruments, and the reins | 
of which are acknowledged in his hand, F 


to turn themevery way as he pleaſes. 

4. All theſe we define to be Judg- 
ments 5 that is, They come upon the 
world through the deſign and counſel 
of the ſupreme Cauſe of all things, God 
himſelf; and are neither Revolutions, 
that arriving at ſuch a Period , muſt 
needs ſhew themſ:Ives like Eclipſes 
in-ſuch a Nodus;or accidental and even- 
tual things, that'through long tofles of 
them hither and thither, fall out and 
happerrto be, and by conſtant throw- 
ing of them, hit ſometimes thus, ſome- 
times otherwiſe : But they are the moſt 

wature 
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2 mature and ſage determinations of an 
Fiofinite mind and underſtanding 3 that 
Fthough he cuts the lines of his own mo- 
Ztions often,and labyrinths them through 
Zone another , ſo that we can find no 

certain path z yet will he at laſt ad- 


Juſt all he diſpoſes, to the convittion of | 
the whole world. And yet we ſtay not 
here, but purſue the ſenſe of this awful 
word, Judgments; in w* the Scripture 
comparing ſpiritual and divine things 
with themſelves,ſo much delights. They 
are the execution of a juſt and righte- 


{ ous Sentence of God upon the evil aCti- 
4 ons of man , according to Laws of un- 


queſtionable equity ; wherein his own 
glory and the ene} peace ofthe whole 
Creation lye together concerned (the 
eſtabliſhment of Order and Govern- 
ment requiring ſo neceſlarily the pu- 
niſhment of ſin) ſo that they are neither 
the diſplays of his meer pleaſure, or the 
Arcana Imperii, the Cabals of his Do- 
minion or Rule of the world ; but the 
preſence of his infinite Juſtice , and Ju- 
riſdiftion over all things, how much 
ſoever the adminiſtration of ſo great 
an Empire falls within it z which dowh 

| C 3 certain- 
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certainly conſpire herein: as is hereafter | 
tq be ſhewo. 
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CHAP. IIL ; 
An Endeaveny to demonſtrate by ſound | 


Reaſon, That Judgments are from 
4 


He great matter of debate we are 

* firlttotake notice of in the ac- | 

count we have given of Judgments, is, 

That they are from the infinite Wiſdom | 

& Counſel of God,carrying a courſe of | 

Juſtice in the world: which is eſtabliſh- 
ed by theſe following perſwaſions. 

1. By thoſe reaſons, and aflurances 
we have for the truth of the Scriptures, 
all wbich muſt needs come home to the 
proof of what they do moſt induſtri- 
ouſly aflert and teach, and which they 
make ſo great a point of their Doctrine. 
To every one that acknowledges them 
the Word of God , it is out of all Con- 
troverlie ,- that all the evil that is in the 
City is to be aſcribed to his dixeing 
and over-ruling hand , who forms the 
light of proſperity, and com be 

ark- 
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darkneſs of adverſity ; and that this he 
doth for the puniſhment of fin. Since 
then ſo great and weighty moments of 
reaſon have been inſiſted upon by thoſe 
who have placed their labours in de- 
monſtrating the truth of Scripture z and 
the ſenſe of that in this caſe, among all 
the Diſputes that have been raiſed out 
of it, hath not been called into queſtion 
(except by men deprived of common 
underſtanding ) we may challenge all 
that reaſon to our ſelves in afluring this 
Principle. But further thenthis, All 
thoſe inſtructions which are fo plenti- 
fully given us in Holy Writing, and 
wherein it travels ſo earneſtly to direct 
us into the right bearing and removing 
theſe preſſures , would be altogether 
unuſeful and vain, if God were not the 
Author of them: For to thoſe that 
remove him out of this Province , fatal 
Nature or Chance ſeem with moſt de- 
cency of reaſon to be appointed oyer 
it : All jovifible Beings guided by In- 
telligence and Will, are as dreadful to 
them, as Speftres to Children, both for 
the evidence they give to a Spiritual 


world, and the Scale that leads up from 
C 4 them 


, 


" ”—_ _ ow - 
= SEN noon —_—_— 
” 


— X04 coi tihte W.4 A Cade. cs wo. ET ts 
- 74 x , 


| 


(24). 

them to God as their ſupreme Ori- 

gine. 5. $2 
But who that is wiſe, would ſet him- 
ſelf to appeaſe, or exorate a marbleand 
inſenfible Fate, or compound with a 
giddy Chance that knew nothing of 
what they did before, nor ſo much as 
when it is come to paſsz that are igno- 
rant and uncertain what will be done 
next ? being ſuch kind of cauſes, that 
neither govern; for that werean aCt of 
reaſon 3 nor are governed 3 for that im- 
ports a reaſon over them. Yet-theſe nor 
knowing,nor willing any thing,nor able 
tocither, are ſuppoſed to have this ſo 
great Principality over all;which makes 
it impoſſible, that we ſhould with any 
hope of benefit endeavour to move 
them towards us. But when a mind 
obſerves a mind; an inferior and ſubject 
mind, Man , the higheſt and moſt ex- 
cellent mind, God ; there is greateſt 
reaſon to uſe all ways to find ont the 
meaning of that moſt righteous and 
holy underſtanding, and to approach 
his ends with humbleſt proſtrations of 
Soul, ſeeking his face, and the returns 
of his mercy : much more then, when 
Y | | among 
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among men one mind underſtands, and 
in caſes of difficulty , even divines at 
one another z and he that isdependent, 
bows to him that is above him : where- 
as every one knows, it is in vain to 
wooe Nature off its Adamantine pillars 


-in thoſe things wherein it is unmove- 


ably fixed z no man prays or ſacrifices 
toit, there may be no more night or 
Eclipſes. And as vain it is to purifie 
our ſelves before a Fortune , or recon- 
cile our ſelves to that which is ſo un- 
acquainted with it ſelf and us; that it 
can do us no favours ; and fo lippery, 
that it is impoſhible any ſagacity or in- 
duſtry ſhould be- before - hand ' with 
It, | | 
Although then ſome ſuperſtitious 
Rites have been done to both theſe z 
yet a certain underſtanding and will 
governing muſt have been conceived 
under them 3 or we muſt ſay of all Su- 
perſtitions they were the moſt ſuper- 


 {titious, 'that is the moſt unreaſonable 3 


{o that, beſides the main Poſition, thoſe 
Doctrines of Humiliation before God, 
Repentance and Reformation ( which 
are'ſo great a part of Scripture ) fall O 
the 
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the ground alſo, and with them the 


*- reſults of ſound Reaſon and Morality, 


that tend the ſame way , though by a 
much dimmer- and more wavering 
light , then the Word of God gives, 
which is moſt diſtinQt and poſitive io 
this; firſt, That all the inſtruments of 
puniſhment, with their. efficacies and 
Periods, arefound and determiged by 
the Lord himſelf : And theo, that what 
he does therein, is with greateſt counſel 
and equity; the ends of which are, fo 
far as concerns us, made known. to us, 
that by returns to God, according to 
thoſe-ends , we may procure the remo- 
val of the evils themſelves : which is a 
clear account in aged why we _ 
wait upon- God in the way of his 
Judgments. | 

Againſt this (which we ſay isa clear 
account inreaſon). no ſuſpicions of ſe- 
cret Will or unmoveable Decrees in 
God, can take place; as if by their 
unchangeableneſs., they ſhut up theſe 
undertakings of man within the like 
inconveniences as the former. 

For thoſe that acknowledge the ex- 


| cellency of a Divine underſtanding, will 


calily 


(27) 

cafily believe, it can draw a thred ſo fine 
and even between. it ſelf and mans Soul, 
that acts of higheſt reaſon and duty 
towards himſelf , ſhould have all theic 
incouragements, and yet himſelf with- 
out the leaſt ſhadow of turving 3 and 
if we cannot find this out to perteQtion, 
what wonder is it ? That were not an 
ivfioite underſtandivg , whoſe contri- 
vances are all fathomable by a finite; 
yet let a man appeal to himſelf, and 
feel how conſiſtently theſe things work 
within him, and-his own experience 
ſhall be the witneſs hereof. For that 
Medium, in which theſe afts of man are 
to. moye, is made like the water or fluid 
air, ſoft and yielding, that it gives way, 
yet vihoorſoling its place, or abating 
from it ſelf. Every thing hath its own 
playin itz yet the Laws of it are ſe- 
vere and unchangeable. It is ſwathed 
with an eternal ordination upon it, and 
yet allows every thing its own liberty 3 
not like the compaCted rock, that yields 
to no. encounter, Without dreadful vio- 
lence ; but as the eaſie ſtream that 1s 
willing to cowply , and is ſtill under as 
conſtant a conttitution as any other hue 
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of Nature , under him who ſends 
up bythe Hills, and down by the Val- 
leys, theſe waters unto the place ap- 
pointed for them 3 which do even per- 
ſwade their way through the firm 
Mountains, that they may obey that 
Law that is upon them. 

Angnſtzs his taxing or deſcribiog the 
world', had its native progreſs in the 
pliant current of that determination, 
that Chriſt ſhould be born in Bethlehem; 
and the predidtion', it ſhould be fo, 


_ infinuated it ſelf and. its completion in- 


to the heart'of a Prince, affeQing a re- 
fletion upon his own Dominion ; to 
which that heart was as penetrable as 
one ſtream of air, orriyulet of waterto 
another ; though often as the heart of 
Leviathan congealed with it ſelf, ſoare 
the reſolves and inclinations of maje- 
ſtick breaſts. ' From whence we ſee, 
how poſſible the conceptions of our 
returns to God, finding their place in 
his moſt eſtabliſhed Ocdinations are 3 
and how poſſible alſo are his Ordina- 
tions of our good , making their way 
through our returns to himſelf, while 
they mutually paſs and repaſs them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, without any infringement of one 
another, 

That Decree of Gods to accept Pe- 
nitents to mercy , -is/of the ſame date 


*Z with any other of his diſpoſes : asthere- 


fore they never claſhed in that , zvi- 
ternal Source of all things ; no more do 
they in their derivation from him upon 
time. 

The difference is then infinite be- 
twixt having to do with God, the moſt 
perfect mind and will , who ſees into 
every thing, ballances one thing with 
another , and ſo compoſes time and 
Eternity , and draws them into Paral- 
lelliſms 3 that how ancient ſoever his 
Tounſelsare, he doth all he doth with 
as preſent an attemperation, as if he had 
never reſolved of them before, but con- 
ſidered only their juſt now condition. 
Thus he pardons, as if his pardoning 
mercy were of the ſame date with our 
humiliation , and his compaſſion then 
inclined, whenour repentance ſues it: 
For his eternal purpoſes of Grace flide 
down to us with their own efficacy, and 
invite our Souls to thoſe motions in 
which he delights 3 veſting — 
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firſt in our aRs of duty towards hirh , 
and then crowning themſelves in- thoſe | 
a&ts with remiflibn and removal of evil: 
fo far are Divine determinations from * 
puttibg thoſe barhupon mans Soul, ahd 
its worthieſt endeavours, that muſt 
needs be put upoh them by thoſe that 
ſet p dark Fate orChanee jo the place of 
God, | 
2. All reaſons that affirm God and 
his Providence, combine in this; That 
all our calamitics ate the Judgments of 
God, How-cloſe God and his Provi- 
dence are united , may appear to us by 
thoſe diſcourſes which are written to 
that very purpoſe, and would be here 4 
digreſſion too great to inſiſt upon, But 
im the general, we may accommode 
the aſſertions of it tothe minds of men, 
with this confiderationz How cloſe is 
Providenee to an infinite Underſtand- 
ing, ifamenſe Power, unlimited efftcacy, 
and preſence. The narrow Souls of 
men entertain things one after another, 
ahd defire the firſt to withdraw , when 
they would be free with thofe that 
eome after ; or if we efideavour to 
eonverſe with them together, we find - 
Crow 
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| crowd and thro which always begets 


tumult and confufionz fo that many 
things cannot ſo much as lodge with us 


#Z bur with ſtraitneſs and difficulty, and in 


er to thruſt out one another. 

But with an Almighty mind, infinite 
alſo, every thing hath its own full room, 
and confideration, timely diſpatch with. 
out cumber or aggravation to it. 

As the eye of him that is upon a 
Tower, commands a multitude-below 
with greateſt eaſe and quiet of obſfer- 
vation ; ſo infinitely more doth the eye 
of Providence ſurvey every thing, and 
is yet out of the duſt'of them. 

We who are confined 'to. a certain 
place, do with much pain and motion 
viſit thoſe things that require our care 
and ſuperintendence, according to the 
diſtance they are in from us : But omni- 

reſence needs no removes of it felf, be- 
1og much larger then its affairs, and the 
wing of its protection more ſpacious 
then the Creatures that are to come 
under it, Our little greatneſs loſes its 
reputation, which is moſt of it ſelf, by 
dealing with little things. But the | 


bighneſs of God, without apy degrade, 


conder- 


— 
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condeſcends to every Atome, 'as the 
Sun with its light, and yet removes not 
out of its Sphere, nor takes off its beams 

from greater things. | 
This ſummary meditation may ſhew 
us how eafie Providence is to God. 
Theunſeparableneſs of it from him,is no 
leſs to be concluded by laying them 
thus together ; he that is thus infinitely 
peſens with an increate, and therefore 
upreme underſtanding, always in AC, 
mult - induſtriouſly affe&t' improvi- 
dence3 which ſo great a goodneſs can- 
not ( were it poſſible) or elſe- he doth 
eternally provide. Further, we thus 


argye : TIC” % 
hat the Fabrick ofthe world ſhould 
derive it ſelf from any bur the ſpring 
of Being, is todeny that there is ſuch a 
one : when it is in Being, that it ſhould 
depend upon any but God himſelf, who 
is this Fountain of Eſſence ,- were to de- 
- pute another into his Glory , which he 
tells us he will not give to any : but that 
he ſhould at firſt create, and ſtill ſup- 
.port things without any conſideration 
. or reaſons worthy his wiſdom or praile 3 
or thathe ſhould truſt them to "we on 
them- 
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themſelves to thoſe ends, is unbecomi 
the- Sovereign underſtanding and po- 
wer. That he ſhould maintain the 
world to be the ſtage of ungoverned 
incertainty; is ſounlike the true appre- 
henſions of God, that weican no ſooner 
ſettle in the acknowledgment , that the 
whole Frame of Nature is his, and that 
it runs its courfe-in-his hand ; bat .we 
muſt conclude, he is: aware of allthings 
that paſs in his own world, and does not 
leave it as a field For things to take their 
chance in z 'but interpoſes himſelf to 
ſteer them to ſome certain Haven 
- wherein his own glory and the due end 
of things.will be found together. There 
muſt therefore be a Providence. - But 
that there ſhould be a Providence, and 
Judgments not from God , is moſt un- 
intelligible :: For if. we ſhould allow 
things of a; minute yature to flip this 
eye (which we.can by no means' do) 
yet to grant fo great mutations, ſuch 
huge diſlocations as are in Judgments, 
and that they ſhould come to paſs, Pro- 
vidence: being either not awake ta-con- 
fider them, or that the cauſes of them 
ſhould never ask _ conſent of itz were 
* $211") to 
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to confeſs the word, but withdraw the 
thivg 3 for there were nothing left, but 
a bare ſpedtatorſhip. ; 
If we ſuppoſe ſome malignant Spirits 
fo violent upon the unhappineſs of the | 
world, as the Prince of them was upon 
Jobs deſtruftion , and that they are not 
ro be controlled by this bigher ordina- 
tion, we make it the ſame thing, as if 
there were no Providence ; for that is 
none in this caſe, that is not Almighty. 
If there was a neceſfary connexion of 
things from the beginning, and there 
needs no after-confiderationzyet it Pro- 
vidence did not, what put them ſo toge- 
ther ? and where was it 3 when they 
were joynted into one another ? And 
why were they fixed upon ſuch points 
of time? If any ſhould anſwer, they 
muſt fall omewhere , and it fo fell out 
they ſhould be placed as they are : It 
follows then,there was no room for Pro- 
vidence, nor indeed for the diſpoſes of 
a rational will , but Fate and Chance 
took alt out of the hand of God and 
mfinite wiſdom , which who, together 
with a Providence, can believe? If then 
there bea God , there muſt be a Provi- 
dence 3 
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- & dence; and ifthere be a Providence, all 
© | evils are Judgments from God upon 
Z mecn, | 

Z 23. We may reaſon this from the fo 
© ©& ready and immediate fenſe of con- 


" | ſcience, not only of particular perſons, 
CF butin general, For no ſooner are men 
c arreſted with theſe ſtrokes , but imme- 


diately they are apprehenſive of a ſu- 
5 | premeand juſt hand that is upon them z 
and betake themſelves to thoſe Me- 
ft Þ thods of atoneing it, which are within 
© | the compaſs of that Religion they un- 
” | derſtand. Nowthough this 1s aſcribed by 
-* | the enemies of God and Providence to 
Y Þ an unreaſonable fear, that hath been in- 
d If Cilled' into the minds of men by the 
ts I cunning of thoſe who have for their 
Y | own ends made uſe of the natural jea- 
it | loufies and ſuſpitions man is ſo prone to, 
lt F through the weakneſs of his condition 

ſubject toevery impreſſion, and mould- 
of i ed them into this ſuperſtition : Yer let 
-© [| i be conſidered, there can be no greater 
1d I preſumprion then thus to diſhonour the 
ot HE univ ſenſe of Mankind, and call 
ny evra what is ſealed by the whole 
worid. 
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| Forwith as good ſatisfaRtion may-the 
ſanRions of Morality be 'thhinged from 
thatawe and regard the minds of mers 
bear to them, as if thete (were nothin S 
in them, but the prefentuſe they are of* 
As for; any intrinfick ' goodneſs -thar 
ſhould induce their reverence and obe- 
dience ,/-or reaſori for -a ſting of 'con- 
ſcience/as* an immediate revenge of 
tranſgreſſivy, they muſt be! refuſed as 
meer apparitions - raifed 'by affrighted 
reaſon, or conjured up by the' Necro- 
mancy of State-pdlicy: Aid ifthisbe not 
ſufficient ts condemn any ſuppblicion: of 
unreaſonableneſs, whats? - 

But har can the Atheiſt relieve" 'by 
his reſolved opinations ag#inft a Divine 
hand in' thoſe cvils good men ſtyle 
Judgments? neither able” to ſhroud''a 
man'from- the leaſt': of them ,* oritto' 
o_ ery his own-mind the nes 
ears of ſome ſuperior wer,that o 
them againſt uit mor! 3 632,72 ga 

In point of. Judgment; the odds 
can pretend'to , is' bury arrive at''the 
proof of-:this5 Thae poſhbly'he' maybe 
in theright (which indeed ke neverican 
to any tolerable acquieſcence) In :vhe 

mean 


> 
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meantime he leaves both himſelf ; ind 
all whom he would perſwade 'to the 
force of theother (ide poſſibility ; and 
with«chis diſadvantage 5''if that which 
he would have;betrue , it doth no'man 
any:con{iderable ſervice to know it ; of 
injury. to be ignorant : for it abates 10- 
thing of the:mainevil,, which certainly 
deals'not more' mercifally for an-Arthe- 
Hick iconceit 3'0r448 any man condem- 
ned tofufferan'exceſs of puniſhment for 
not} being ſo irreligiouſly learned. - - Brft 
if that. be true which he wonld not, have 
ſo; he robs men of 'thoſe remedies that 
are to'be uſed for the prevention and 
remove of Judgments, and: deſpoyls 
them of that. peace.that comes'in with 
the: ſubmiſſion to, ſo wiſe and holy a 
hand y-beſides the davgers of increafing 
the''wrath: by not acknowledging God 
uit, "Certainly+it: is much more chu- 
fable 'to any-man: that is willing to 
make an Intereſtin'God, or would have 
true-peace, that allchoſe unhappineſles 
of the world ſhould be-ſo wiſely and 
juſtly diſpoſcd ,; as we now diſcourſe, 
then that they ſhould be under no Law, 
or from no ſuch:Divine Counſel ;z with 
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which tocomply, carries ſo great reaſon 

and advantage. 24 apoti2y 47 
He that goes to help himſelf by re- 
moving this hand of Government out of 
the world , doth himſelf no other fer- 
vice then this, that he utterly takes 
away ſuch a thing as axational peace or 
, other then that upon force ; 
leaving himſelf, firſt tothemerey of the 
next —_ pn aO ng wane _—_ 
ceflity to bear what it lays upen him, 
without ſtirring himſelf underit 5 but 
ſubmitting to it, becauſe it cannot' be 
otherwiſe, and only for that reaſon, be- 
cauſe it cannot be otherwiſe. Where- 
as, he that owns God in all that comes 
upan him, hath a large Sphere of ratio- 
nal and pious motion, in contemplation 
of that righteouſneſs and grotines that 
meet together in the infliction gs which 
obliges him to reſign to them, and out 
of a ſenſe of them ta compoſe himſelf 
Into a more excellent and heavenly ſtate 
of mind, which abundantly recom- 
nſes for the indurance. He hath the 
_ of aneternal happineſs, though 
he periſh now 3 he hath the expeCta- 
tions of a ſeaſonable relief , when he 
| ends 
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ends of ſuch a gracious and wiſe Diſci- 


- plineare obtained, There are the pre- 
ſent mitigations of the outward evil, 
thoſe internal conſolations with which 
ſo compaſſionate a Father as God tem- 
pers his anger. 

Apainſt all this the Atheiſt laysio the 
ballancea ſtupefa@ion of conſcience and 
all religious Principles, as the only Ex- 
pedient for that ſullen reſolution he ſo 
much admires and praiſes above that 
weakneſs of Spirit , brought in ( faith 
he) by the unneceſlary fears of a Ju- 
| tice, which do fo intimidate and chill 

the Spirits of men ; and that it may be 
a perfect counterpoiſe, he magnifies this 
braver freedom, that takes the mind 
off from the rack and torture of an 
amazed conſcience. But he conſiders 
not, that this is a comfort proper for 
him only -rhat deſires there ſhould be no 
God, that is altogether indiſpoſed to 
ſeek him, and uncertain of him, not- 
withſtanding all the aſſurances he is 
pleaſed togive of himſelf. 

The firlt choice of every man muſt 
needs be, There ſhould be a God, and 


he ſhould be his Friend. For who 
D 4 would 
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- would be without the care and bounty 
of ſo richa Being in amity with him? 
But when a man finds a mutual enmity 
betwixt God and him, his ſecond choice 
-may be, there ſhould be none; yet 
when he underſtands him willing to be 
reconciled upon conditions of repen- 
tance, he will return to his firſt choice, 
who is not bewitched with the love of 
his ſins , the xgnounce of which is ſo ne- 
ceſlary a term of his/peace. In the pre- 
ſent caſe, 'a mans firſt election. will be, 
not to be racketted at adventure. by 
evil z\but that it; ſhould be:governed 
by one ſo holy and merciful as Ged is: 
:but when he perceives an--eternal-Ju- 
ſtice brought over him by this wiſh,- he 
willdefire toreverſeit:, and that any 
hand rather then ſuch a one ſhodtld hold 
him'in theſe cords 3 one, that though ir 
ſports firſt in his miſery ,- wilt-at laſt 
conclude him in a death fſericleſs of 
pain. From thisdeſperate volition, he 
3s laſtly recovered by the grace of the | 
Goſpel, that diſarmipg all-evil- of its 
{ting, allays preſent horrour/with ever- 
laſting kindneſs to him that repents and 
believes, He then only that dares nat 
23 HS trult, 
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truſt,-and is reſolved not to reform, is ' 
the fit Patient for this Phyfitian of nv 
value.” But yet alas, theſe thingsare no 
mans choice, nor hath 'he a vote, whe- 
ther they ſhall be:or no. He hath only 
a moment, in which he can ſeemto give 
them a Being in his own thoughts; or 
annihilate them . yet (till they are, 
whether: he will or no, evennow.- He 
finds :them here , he doth: not make 
them, nor canundothem. | Mountains 
are not removed by a breath, nor do 
dreams of . opinion take 1away ſolid 
things 3: but themſelves are diflolved 
and prefied into nothing by them. | He 
is.conveyed ina phantaſtick:peace to 
an eternal miſery , 'that believesithere is 
po God nor Juſtice:z and ishealed for a 
minute, at the price of a never ending 
horrour', that-ſhuts his eyes : againſt 
thoſe moſt wholſome Principles. Al 
opinions contrary to. which, are thein- 
toxication of the Soul, and not the true 
eaſe of it. Laſtly, is ſo much-poſlible as 
this 2 that a man ſhould baffle his own 
mind in that , . wherein it is of - the ſenſe 
of all the world, by thoſe private opi- 
pions - which he is always b:gging of 

1m- 
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himſelf to believe, but cannot prevail, 
except he have firſt ſeared himſelf by 
obduration in fin:It being much a more 
expedite Method to deſtroy the ſenſe of 
an avenging hand that way, then by 
arguinents of reaſon, which cannot but 
be a friend to truth, though tortured 
againſt it : Even as the mind confider- 
ing againſt a God, is the more ſurpriſed 
with the ſenſe of one, through the con- 
natenſs of the principle. A ſerious 
debate lets in more water then can be 
pumped out, while the wicked man ar- 
guing for a God and his diſtributions of 
Juſtice , unawares loſes his own Princi- 
ples by unholy praftices 3 fo that A- 
theiſm ſtands in need of wickedneſs to 
ſupport it 2 butler it call to any other, 
if they will anſwer it ; or to which not 
oply of the Saints, but even of the Sages 
in Morality will it turn ? 

Thus the ſpeculative and practick 
Atheiſt edifie one another : for while 
the ſpeculative lays the beſt foundarion 
for the pradtick(fince nothing can make 
wickedneſs ſo reaſonable as this confi- 
dence, There is no Godor Juſtice) on 
the other ſide, the praftick_gives the 


great+ 
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eateſt credibility to the ſpeculative z 
nothing draws the Being of God, or 
his retributions into greater queſtion, 
then a bold wicked life. But - while 
they thus uphold each other , they alſo 
all down themſclvesin one another, 
or many of thoſe that deny God by 
their actions, profeſs to abhor the Prin» 
ciple that protects them 5 and many of 
thoſe that owne the Principle, joyn in 
condemning much of the practice that 

$s ſa naturally from it. 

But all this while , true-confcience 
and ſecret ſenſe in mans Soul, hearkens 
neitherto Pate or Herod', when they 
fall out, or when they agree 3 but-con- 
verſes oft fo bufily with its own fears, 
that the torment of ſuſpicion ( as it fre- 
quently happens ) exceeds what the 
Atheiſt»charges upon the full appre- 
henſfion and belief of a God, and-10fi- 
nitely more, if taken in with all its ad- 
vantage? where then is the good 'of 
Atheiſm 

4. The notable circumſtances of 
Judgments ſo tim'd with fins, and coun- 
rerparting them, do as plainly declare 
a Juſtice, as when amorg men gy 

ers 
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ders-are executed in. the -very-place 
where : their crimes were committed, 
and. with ſuch Characters of their of- 


fence, that every man may know they 


were-0n purpoſe defigded; that : their 
Ga might be read in their puniſhment. 
Thus. Adonibezek; acknowledged a re- 
taliation in the handof God:upon him 3 


' Nehuchednezzar:. and Belſhazzar ' were 


taken in the very aC& of their pride 'and 
preſumption againſt God. + No lefs are . 
all Hiſtories full:of'the ſameiinſtances:; 
ſo that the Hiſtorians , thoughſenſcleſs 
of God and his Juſtice according:to the 
Scriptures, have'pointed ta the:Divine 
hand, .and taken/-notice how expreſs it 
was in,markibg' the fins of: men by: his 
Tighteous Judgment upon them. - | + 
.;:;Theſe are not-indeed ſo general , as 
never. to- be. otherwiſe 3 but-given as 
Ingdexesof that Juſtice thatis alwaysthe 
ſame, however it: appears ſeverally. : 
Even as the Formalities and Ceremo- 
pies uſed by ſevera) Nations-in their 


- puniſhments , "make nodifference in.the 


Main. , 


If thereforce the force of this reaſon 
be avoided, becauſe other aCts of Judg- 
ment 
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mefit'have no apparent affinity with the 
ſins puniſhed by them'3 and it is thence ' 
cohcluded, thoſe that have, are but the 
flouriſhesof Chance , wherein it coun- 
terfeits diſcretion, as Nature ſometimes 
diſſembles Art : let it be thus reinfor- 
ced. Firſt there is no doubt, the con- 
ſciences of men lead them to many more 
inſtances then can be publickly obſer- 
ved'; but thoſe that are of open notice, 
are both ſo many and ſo fair, as to fatis- 
fie them that have a reverent ſenſe of 
God and his Judgments , and tbadmo-' 
niſh, even to inexcuſableneſs, the more 
prophane, attacquing their conſeiences, 
whether they will or no. 

But further it is to be conſidered, 
God doth not force Religion apon mens 
minds, but offers them fair inducements 
and reaſons , - that it may be a matter of 
choice and not of necefſlity ; ſo that 
good men have that hold of the affu- 
rances of it they defire , and which do 
abundadttly ſettle their minds; and all 
have that 'which is ſufficient to 'con- 
vince, 'and therefore to condemn them 
io their refufals. FILM v3 

That which/knows its own amr 
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and Truth, ſubmits not it ſelf to the uſe. 
of vulgar importunacy z but offering 
to every one enough, leaves men to 
their choice. He that is wiſe, is wiſe for 
himſelf : but whoſoſcorneth , he alone 
ſhall bearit. No man can in the thing 
it ſelf, either advantage or indamage 
Religion. Beſides, the ſupreme opera- 
tions of Grace always remain to that 
moſt blefled Spirit , whoſe inſpirations 
are more free then the wind , and his 
penetrations more intimate to the Soul 
then it ſelf; without which even mira- 
cles themſelves dazzle without per- 
ſwading: and bow far a man perverſe 
and obſtinate will withſtand God in his 
moſt forcible Sieges of Judgment, is 
moſt evident in Pharaoh. It is no won- 
der then, if thoſe who are not ſo plyed 
with theſe Arguments, ſay, Who is the 
"God 
generally carries things u 

ſucha line, ms never w—_ thoſe 
mirrors wherein he may be ſeen by 
quick and humbleeyes; and yet they 
are ſo rempered, that prejudications of 
men, either through luſt, prophaneſs,or 
vain opinion, ſec him not in the cleareſt 
of them. * Thoſe 
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Thofe things which preſent times are 
7 worthily earneſt in aſſerting as un- 
{ doubted verities, that they might de- 
monſtrate the reaſopableneſs of our 
Religion ( viz. the miracles done by 
Moſes, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles) wereas 
certain to multitudes of the Agethen 
preſent, as ſenſe could make them, 
and yet not enough to perſwade. The 
little Fragments of Hiſtory weſo care- 
fully gather up from thoſe Heathens 
that writ ſynchronically with the E- 
vangeliſts , to give evidence by to ſome 
matters of Fact, were unneceſſary to 
them who had broad light to diſcover 
the whole ſeries of things, and yet 
were unconverted ; which ſhews Reli- 
gion is carried in a ſtream of Grace and 
Divine Hlumioation, wafting the Soul 
that is meek, and him that feareth God, 
into the ſecret of his Covenant 3 while 
theſe outward manifeſtations are fit 
Channels for it torun in, though they 
convey nothing <cftettually to uopre- 
pared Souls, 

It isnot then neceſiary, there ſhould 
be juſt ſuch a meaſure of this kind of 
palpable aſſurance an Atheiſtick _ 
h e- 
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demands; nor would it do with him, 
who is. not perſwaded by Moſes and the 
Prophets,that is by ſuch an aflurance of 
the evidence of things , as God in Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs metes out to. men, 
giving ſtill more and more to him! that 
ſoberly-improves; but taking from him 
who repines at thelirtleneſs of what he 


hath, and negletts it, even that which 
he hath, 


C——b 


CHAP. IV. 


A Solution offered to the ſeveral Obje- 
Hiowr againſt this Poſition , That 
Judgments are from God. 


T is an obſervation of old, a little 

knowledge of Nature makes men 
{wollen with ſudden conceit, Atheilts ; 
but/ a deep and accurate infight into 
things, ſurpriſes them with the clearneſs 
andevidence of a Deity. Men having 
plaida while upon the ſurface of things, 
and leaping off from them , conclude 
baſtily againſt a Frovidence, while thoſe 
that arepatient, and leiſurely'confider, 
fee even greateſt reaſon for it , there 
| where 


 =« i 2 
where Triflers pitch againſt it; Conten* 
tious minds | that will not obey the 
truth, nor can be quiet in any of the 
fageſt Principles, faſten in the ſofteſt 
places, that give ſome little entrance to 
bold cavil z but they that ſearch deeper, 
find folid Rock there. pe. 

Wits that think themſelves [never 
high enough, except they are advanced 
upon the ruines of all, ſound Maximes, 
and bave that under their feet, which 
others wear as a Crown upon, their 
heads, diſprite againſt them , till they 
are throfyn offfhh ſcorn and ſhame by 
the evidence of unmoveable truth and 
certainty , that cannot be upfixed by a 
breath 3. but though theſe winds and 
waves beat, yet the houſe they conceit 
fallen, ſtands , and great is the ſtanding 
of it 3 while they, themſelves are waſted 
into nothing, but a bluſter of vanity, 
and the foam of their own ſhame, and 
ar Jength” hurried by ' the Whirlwind 
into. utter darkneſs. . 


Bur” 16 'us weigh” the gbjettions of 

reateſt confidence againſt our affer- 
tion of Gods Prima&y in Judgments. 

ObjeF,t.” The evils we call Judg- 

WD ments/ 


” I 
l} 
", 


: 
i! 
" 


(50) 
ments,are apparently carried ina courſe 
of Nature. Tre ph 
Anſw. 1. It cannot be denyed , but 
that Judgments are, and may be traced 
up to their natural cauſes; as Peſtilences 
to the corruption 'of Air \, inequality 
of Seaſons 3 Famines to exceſſive et- 
ther Moiſture or. Drought , or other 
apparent reaſons 3 Wars to ambition of 
Princes, diflolutenefs of Governments, 
populoulſneſs of Nations forced to trapf- 
plant themſelves, with innumerable the 
like, which ſeem to obſcure God and 
his higheſt Ordination. g But How. far 
is this upon a ſerious debate from re- 
trenching{ it jg the leaſt > Are not natu- 
ral cauſes ſet on work in the terribleſt 
Executions among men ? -and yet no 
one is ſo ſenſeleſs as to. queſtion whether 
they are puniſhments, or things did.ſo 
confpire £ As well when a Ravazliac 
dyes in the Tormentors .band , -may, it 
be i +-ge there was no Juſtice jntend- 
ed , but Nature fell in upon him, Or 
how doth this lefſlen God more then 
earthly Princes ? * 
Nay indeed. it exalts God, that he 
fits in bis Chair, and yet orders all 
t ; 
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things. Nature goes on in its own 
courſe, the wills of men move in their 
proper freedom, and contingencies ho- 
ver up and down in their fluid air, and 
all bring about his juſteſt ends, and car- 
ry with them his righteous determina- 
tions agaiaſt finners. Is not God much 
the greater, that things come to paſs 
ſtilly, and without noiſe of miracle, that 
he comes not in this ſenſe out of his 


place, vis. the" ſetled ſtate of things, 


every time he puniſhes z and yet when 
he pleaſes to puniſh with a Divine gran- 
deur , miracles of vengeance are alike 
eaſie to him ? 

Some things go flowly on, and at 
tength come to thoſe points; where the 
determine in ufhappineſs to man. Theſe 
finiſhing their courſe, and treading thetr 
circles within ſuch a time, 'or near it; 
are by obſervation deprehended in their 
motion , and expected, yea almoſt 
known: like the ſtages of the heavenly 
bodies. * As Contagions have been ob- 
ſerved to make their return within ſuch 
a termz under no very unlike calcula- 
tion have fallen the peace of Nations, 
the periods of Empires ; thoughto _ 

E 2 
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of theſe are allowed Ages for their re- 
volution-3..as among, the Stars there be 
ſome faid to claim no leſs; others ſtart 
ſuddenly out of the boſom of their hid- 
den cauſes, and fall withan unſuſpe&ted 
violence upon mankind ; but-both are 
alike under the cogniſance of God, and 
ſubject to- his jurisdiction, Known to 
Godare all his works from the founda-. 
tion of the world , and the whole plot 
of things,with all their interferings,lye 
before him-z even the planetary mo- 
_tions- of: mens wills; are deſcryed of 


The things that riſe up ſucceſſively 
1 to1u9, are one moment to him, It is no 
wonder then, that Judgments ſhould 
Jall perpendicularly upen. fios', though 
they move.never ſo punQtually in Na- 
rures path. For the one (viz. (in) 'ſup- 
poſe never ſonaked a permiſfion of it ; 
0 yet it mult be fore-ſeen, becauſe of that 

þ permiſhon 2: for all that: God permits, 
| | he hath decreed from. all Eternity to 
permit. ; The. other, ( viz.- his Judg- 
ments) are:not only foxe-ſeen , but or- 
| dered uppn ſuch fins fore-ſeen 3 -how 
| exaCt then may the placipg of the = 
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be with the other; and to him that 
calleth things that are not , as if they 
were, be a perfe(t att of Judgment? 
And to us who ſee thivgs , notin the 
ſbell of thoſe elderly cauſes we now 
diſcourſe of , but take notice of them 
only as they are hatched into execu- 
tion ; they firſt appear as extemporary 
ſentences of Judgment upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion: But obſerving more 
nearly, and being more ſagacious about 
them, we find the evils that preſs: us 
have a ſ(etled progreſs, and were fixed 
upon fome cauſes, that beiog further 
off to us, were not ſo ſoon eſpied 5 but 
that the evils we commit, are, after all 
our examination, found to be of a ſud- 
den and accidental kind of birth and 
rowth, of.a much latter edition to the 
29% 108 we thought ordered againſt 
them, which were on their way, though 
at a great diſtance before the fins were 
committed : and therefore we con- 
clude, they cannot be Judgments, ſeeing 
it - is. unreaſonable, puniſhments ſhould 
be preparing for an offence. not yet 
done 3 but they only happened to meer 
together : for if ſuch ſins, as we ſup- 
E 3 poſed, 
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poſed, they came to revenge, had neyer 
rb committed z yet theſe effeCts be- 
10g riſen already, and ſprung from their 
principles , would have come to their 
ends. But helped by a ſounder reaſon, 
ivlightned by the Word of God, we 
ful the fins were as early in the fore- 
ſight of God, though his infinite purity 
can be no way the Author of them, as 
the progreſſes of Nature , which come 
direQly out of his hand. 

Further we might add, if this were 
not full, Sins are ſoalways in motion, 
that it is no injuſtice preparations of 

uniſhment ſhould be ſotoo 3 and how 
ar Nature may be haſtned, or retarded 
to ſerve God, is very unknown to us, 
who are admitted at the moſt but to the 
Anti-rooms of Providence , but kept 
off from the preſence ; and may look 
—_ the outer Ware-houſes of Nature, 

ut are '{ecluded from the Shop and 
retired Work-houſes, , where things are 
ſer forward and backward without our 

rivity. 

Thoſe Judgments, the executions of 
which 'the wills of men are ſubordi- 
nated to, are of the ſame, and in hs 

a 


laft patticuJar of a clezrer acconnt. For 
whether they are thoſe that require a 
traQ of time to accompliſh them, as the 
leiſurely diflolution of States through 
daily degeneracy of manners , opening 
the way, and inviting forreign violen- 
ces, or breeding inteſtine difſentions, 
whete the fin and the puniſhtnenc 
grow. in wreaths and links one with 
another | (for all wickedneſs carries 
weakneſs of counſel along with it, and'is 
in tendency to ruine) or whether they 
are ſudden ſtorms, that through ſome 
unexpected accident roſe up; yetthey 
that allot God the ſtraiteſt Govern- 
ment over the wills of men , and tye up 
his Prerogative cloſeſt , will allow him 
to call for a ravenous bird out of the 
Eaſt, and to hiſs for the flye beyond the 
River that is, he can ſummon on the 
ſudden, or with more leifure diſpoſe 
the minds of men to ſuch actions , that 
while their own projets are all they 
feel or know of , yet his juſt wrath 
upon thoſe againſt whom they come, 
lies: ſecretly hid ; and unknown to 
them paſſes on with them z and though 
they think themſelves excited only by 

| E 4 them- 
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themſelves , and the conſiderations a- | 
bout them.z yet there is a ſpring out of Z 
their reach, and deeper then their fa- 7 
thom. {44 
Anſw. 2, Though we acknowledge 
theſe pgs natural: in this ſenſe ,; that 
they ariſe from the-collifians of Nature 
with it ſelf jn-its ordinary agencies, or 
the ioterpoſitions of. one thing with 
another, ſo that the efficiencies of it 
are xemitted , or intended to the detri- 
ment of ſome others, and which are to 
a confiderable degree of fatisfaftion 
known, to thoſe - that *induſtriouſly 
ſearch Nature 7 Yet in truth theſe evils 
wecall natural, are rather the errours 
and defe&s , the cruelties and uokind- 
neſles of it, then the true intentions and 
juſt motions of it, if it be that univerſal 
mother and ſoft boſom of all thipgs. 
And therefore it is worthy inquiry, 
how it comes to be an adyerſary to it 
ſelf; for it would.have minded in all 
things the perfection of it ſelf, in the 
* Whole, and every particular , if there 
had not been a feud-raiſed by the Au- 
thor of it, in revenge of fin, and enmity 
infuſed into one thing agaipſt another. 
7m x I 
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It will be bard to give any account of 


# theſe deſtructive acts of Nature, fo eafjs 


toour'thoughts as this of God diſplea- 
ſed with fins , and puniſhing tranſgre(- 
fors by them. 

That which may give ſome relief to 
the enemies of Providence herein, viz. 
That the good of the Univerſe is ſecu- 


red: by the diſadvantage of particulars, 


on which occaſion we fee in all things 
Nature yields ground from it ſelf, ſhall 
be confidered ina diſtin place.  - 
Anſw. 3. To him that believes Scri- 
pture , it is undoubted, the Judgments 
of God have often ſet Nature into a 
higher Orbe of motion then its own, 
at other times ſtupified it , taken it off 
its wheels, and laid it lower then it 
ſelf. He hath turned, andeven chaſed 
it hither and thither, out of its own 
path, andas it wereamazed it with its 
unlikeneſfs to it ſelf 5 and how often he 
doth fo (till, though not in ſach an emi- 
nency,” we may Without diſcredit to 
the knowingneſs of any Age, call in que- 
ſtion,- whether there be A much either 
natural - or political knowledge as is 


neceſſary to make a certaia ſtate of the 


caſe; 
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caſe 3, Famines and Peſtilences wholly | 
out ofthe road of Nature, a Deluge of 
water; and ſtorm of Fire, that if it. had 
been left to it ſelf, had been utterly un- 
known 3 Invaſions, Caprtiyations, and 
Slanghters, that had not God animated, 
had lain ſtill to this day. 

Theſe things are indeed preſerved in 
Sacred Rot ( as is moſt reaſonable) 
and the memory of them laid up in the 
Temple z yetthe power that patrated 
them, is not without witneſs in com- 
mon ſtory. 

Obje&, 2. It is obſerved, theſe cala- 
mities befalling Nations light ſo indif- 
ferently upon all times and places, that 
they ſeem not at all to chuſe them, or 
to have any condudt particularly ta 
them 3 and therefore they are a meer 
chance that happeneth to all alike, or 
Nature turning it {elf about in its own 
circlez elſe the worſt times and places 
would be fingled out. | 

Anſw. 1. It hath been already noted, - 
that the greateſt ruines and vaſtations 
have, by the obſervation of thoſe that 
have delivered over the memory of 
them to after-times , been-affigned - 
tne 


* 
1 
, 
. 
| 
) 


(59) 


* the wickedneſs and impieties then ra- 


ging 3 who have therefore -concluded 


| the Juſtice of God prepared thoſe de- 


ſtructions for them as ſo corrupted and 
guilty, But in Scripture it is fo evi- 
dent, that we never read of any Judg- 
ment foretold, or in the execution ; but 
the fins that demerited, are fignified 
with it, . In that progreſs or general vi- 
ſitation Amos foretold , it is ſtttinfert- 
ed, Forthree tranſgreſſions and four. 

2. Beſides the fins that are inthe way 
of every obſervation, in thoſe times or 
Nations upon which Judgments come 3 
itis calily acknowledgable, that many 
fins are of a more fecret and retired 
nature,as being concealed in thoſe deep 
vaults that wickedneſs ſeeks for it ſelf : 
Achans wedge troubled that time , as 
well with the unknownneſs of the cauſe 
of ſuch an overthrow, as with the thing 
it ſelf, Thefe retirements of {in all-ſee- 
ing Juſtice eſpies. 

Many that are not own'd for evil, 
through darkneſs and crrour of con- 


ſcience, as the Heathen Idolatries, Per- 
' ſecutions, the Jews Crucifixion of 


Chriſt z which he that underſtands his 


own 
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caſe 3, Famines and Peſtilences wholly 
out ofthe road of Nature, a Deluge of 
water, and ſtorm of Fire, that if it. had 
been left to it ſelf, had been utterly un- 
known; Invaſions, Captivations, and 
Slanghters, that had not God animated, 
had lain ſtill to this day. 

Theſe things are indeed preſerved in 
Sacred | ps. ( as is moſt reaſonable ) 
and the memory of them laid up in the 
Temple z yet the power that patrated 
them, is not without witneſs in com- 
mon ſtory. 

0bjeF. 2. It is obſerved, theſe cala- 
mities befalling Nations light ſo indif- 
ferently upon all times and places, that 
they ſeem not at all to chuſe them, or 
to have any conduct particularly ta 
them ; and therefore they are a meer 
chance that happeneth to all alike, or 
Nature turning it ſelf about in its own 
circle; elſe the worſt times and places 
would be fingled out. | 

Anſw. 1. It hath been already noted, - 
that the greateſt ruines and vaſtations 
have, by the obſervation of thoſe that 
have delivered over the memory of 


them to aſter-times , been. affigncd to 
the 
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the wickedneſs and impieties then ra- 
giog 3. who have therefore concluded 
the Juſtice of God prepared thoſe .de- 
ſtructions for them as ſo corrupted and 
guilty, - But in Scripture it is ſo evi- 
dent, that we never read of any Judg- 
ment foretold, or in the execution ; but 
the fins that demerited, are fignified 
with it, . In'that progreſs or general vi- 
ſitation Amos "ohars þ it is ſit} infert- 
ed, For three tranſgreſſions and four. . - 

2. Beſides the fins that are inthe way 
of every obſervation, in thoſe times or 
Nations upon which Judgments come 3 
itiscalily acknowledgable, that many 
fins are of a more fecret and retired 
nature,as being concealed inthoſe deep 
vaults that wickedneſs ſeeks for it ſelf : 
Achans wedge troubled that time , as 
well with the unknownneſs of the cauſe 
of ſuch an overthrow, as with the thing 
it ſelf. Thefe retirements of fin all-ſee- 
ing Juſtice eſpies. 

Many that are not own'd for evil, 
through darkneſs and crrour of con- 


ſcience, asthe Heathen Idolatrics, Per- 
- ſecutions, the Jews Crucifixion of 


Chriſt 5 which he that underſtands his 


own 


(60) | 

own Holineſs, Laws, and fins commit- 
ted =_ chem ſo exactly, cannat paſs 
by. Laſtly, fins that are out-dated to 
any but the Eternal Righteouſneſs, to 
which all things are preſent , and there- 
fore it requires that which is paſt to us, 
and entails the puniſhment with the 
guilt of former times upon impenitent 
poſterity. The Famine in Davids time 
re the cruelties of Saxl dead, 
and didnot remove, till the fin ſpread 
upon the whole by connivence, was 
gathered into his Family , and puniſhed 
there. By whichwe may underſtand, 
God ſees the ſecret veins of guilt, upon 
which his Righteouſneſs falls, which 
only he knows , before whom Hell is 
naked, and deſtruftion hath no co- 
vering, 6 

3. If any would in the general chal- 
lenge God of injuſtice and male-admi- 
niſtration,or no adminiſtration, becauſe 
he doth not always remark'the worſt 
times ,. but transfers his Judgments out 
of thole in which the fins were commit- 
ted into others, which they think is to 
miſplace them : . or laſtly, becauſe feerer 
and parxcicular fins draw miſery on _ 
| , Pub- 
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Publick-, which they- conceive diſtant 
from that ſo even Righteouſneſs of 
God , who will not ſet the Childrens 
teeth on edge, becauſethe Fathers have 
eaten ſowre' Grapes; nor ſtrike an in- 
nocent' perſon , becauſe a guilty one 
(whoſe offence too he-knows not )ſtands 
by him : letthem confider, There are 
no times, places, or perfons {od innocent, 
as to make them 'an argument :* For 
there are ſeveral ways: by' which *fins 
derive, and propagate themſelves; and 
ſo- juſtifie the tranſlation of putijfh- 
ments ( which ſuppoſed, as 'it muſt be) 
the Dominion the (great "Ruler of the 
world hath before him , / vindicates him 
from imputations of wrong, even while 
he laughs'at the' tryal' of the ſeeming 
or comparative innocents or without 
any reaſon accountable to us, fingles our 
this or [that Age of a world always 
guilty -and liable -to*his' Juſtice, and 
makes it- chronicular, - and exemplary 
for the ' puniſhments-of-'fin upon' it. 
Is it fit to'fay to'a King, Thou! art 
wicked For to Princes, Ye are ungodly ? 
bow much leſs to him that accepteth 
rot their perſons, though never ſo greats 
ut 
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but ſtriketh them openly in theſight of 
others. 

Ignorant people afford a blindfold 
compaſlion to all they find in the hand 
of humane Juſtice 3 and thoſe that ap- 
pear wiſer, are touched with the ſame 
weaknels,if their crimes are not asplain 
as they would have them, not confider- 
ing. thoſe reaſ6ns- Juſtice and Govyern- 
ment-cogether inforce upon the powers 
that have ſo adjudged them 3 and are 
therefore bold; to- reproach them with 
want. of rightebufneſs and mercy:great- 
er olly and preſumption do:they be- 
oay's who impeach him whoſe good- 

els and merey_ beitgs» equal - with | his 
{tzength and Soyeraignty, are all infi- 
nite.3, yet not to-be meaſured by Rules 
proper. to, finity , even as his Eternity 
can be.comprehended by no ſtandards 
of time , to whoma thouſapd years, of 
ſo great account with us, arebut as one 
day and laſtly, that light be dwells.in 
ſo inacceſſible, that ſearching al things 
K.opprefles audacious inquiries into it 
felt, From whence we may much ra- 
ther, .in all caſes of doubt, conclude 
2 ""dacls in our felves , then no _— 

ence 
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dence or Juſtice in God ; yet let us 
with reverence and godly fear ſee how 
far the deſignation of Judgment upon 
ſome particular Age, that can ſay, Our 
Fathers have finned , and are not, and 
we bear their ipiquities, may be ſet 
right to our thoughts by the weights 
and beam of a humane Juſtice applyed 
to them : And when we conſider all 
puniſhments in this world arecommen- 
ſurate to the continuance of it in ſuch 
a ſtate as we ſee it ſet, we ſhall find a 
neceſlity , that the infliction ſhould fall 
upon ſome parts of time, and not on 
others, leſt the whole become like Hell 
and eternal puniſhment 3 inſtead of 
which, God is now: pleaſed touſe a kind 
of decimation as men do, whereian ex- 
ecution upen all is not to be praftiſed. 
Nor is it unequal to that Age upon 
which the blow falls, ſeeing latter times 
make one body with thoſe -that went 
before z Monarchies with: the: Proge- 
nitors and Poſterity are united im their 
conſideration, as the: patts with the 
whole t-why then ſhould it beſtrange, 
that God ſhould order the- guilt and 
puniſhment of elder Ages to glide down 
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uponithe deſcendents of therh, as well as 
thoſeadvantages of wealth and great- 
neſs ; purchaſed at that very rate by 
their, Anceſtors , that the inheritance 
of all ſhould be conveyed together ? 
Nor is it hard , when the meaſure of a 
Nations fin is - as one common vellel, 
which they that go before, with then 
that coine after, have filled together, 
and it grows full , that the unhappy ge- 
neration'that crowns it , ſhould recerve 
the Antiſtoichon or countermeaſure of 
Judgmetitsz which Doom yet is by a 
juſt- interpretation - placed upon the 
whole, andin ordinary diſcourſe refer- 
redtoit'; for who ſeeing poſterity mi- 
ſerable, doth not call'to mind the fins of 
Forefathers-, ſo far as they Know them, 
& acknowledge them puniſhed in their 
Childrens ruine?- Andif the proceeds 


Ing were not in this manner, there muſt 


be a quite different ſtate of the 'world. 
All which will be 'clearer, when we 
come: tothe variety. God ufes in adnt- 
niftring Jadgments. ** 

0bjeF.3; In thoſe tirhes and places 
which'have been the reſort of theſe 
evils,”they have fallen —_—_ 
| an 
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and adyer{turonſly upon all / or have 
miſſed the worſt men , lighting upoſ 
the leſs nocent 3 or at leaſt have been 
apparently ruled by the courſe of Na- 
ture, 'of contingency. Men who ex- 
ceed others, as much in licentiouſneſs of 
evil, as they doin condition and great- 
neſs; are generally moſt ſecurs8. Good 
men fall with-the multitude , without 
diſtinQtion of their virtue. All which 
little comports with ſo wiſe and a holy a 
Government , as we eſtabliſh by cal- 
ling the diſpoſe of evils, Judgments. 

Anſiv. Beſides what we have already 
faid to clear this, arid ſhall hereafter be 
ſpoken z the replication we chuſe at 
this time, ſhall confiſt in theſe following 
Particulars. | bo" &s Hee 

7. The terrour that ſpreads it ſelf 
univerſally,” while Judgments are exe- 
cuting, is no inconfiderable degree of a 
Judgment, even upon thoſe that are not 

et ſtruck. For 1f every death-makes 
lome impreſſion upon' the ſpeCtators, 
though in health, becauſe they carry 
the ſame mortality about them 35 much 
more when deaths are linked, and dan- 
ger flies every way, like chain-ſhor,: 

F Cute 
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cutting off many together. They that 
are ple *w thenſelves of the ſame 
capacities of evil, tremble every mo- 
ment,. and theirlife hangs in doubt be- 
fore them 3 which God himſelf ranks 
among the ſoreſt of afflictions upon 
men. 

Thus God communicates his wrath, 
and ſtrikes more then thoſe upon whom 
his hand comes : The very report and 
found of their ſtroke and fall, being a 
vexation and-puniſhment upon others. 
The paſſing of the grounded ſtaff raiſes 
a general out-cry and lamentation : For 
oa ſome are ſo ſecure, as to be. 
touched only in themſelves, for whom 
ſome worſe thing is provided ; yet doth 
not their more then uſual obduracy 
take off from the force of this confide- 
Tation , any more then particular ex- 
ceptions invalidate a general Rule. The 
Thunderbolt that falls but in one place, 
aſtoniſhes and ſhakes round about with 
the terrour, violent motion , and roar 
of it z from whence they that in ſuch 
op ſeem _ Reſts are but =o 
their parol, a ily compounding for 
their ſafety , put upon often flights and 
contr 
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continual fears 3 which are at leaſt great 
drops of that ſhower, which comes in» 
deed in more abundance upon ſome,but 
leſſens every ones impunity, 

- 2. 'Tis incredible how great the 
circulation . of Judgments is 5 thoſe 
which begin at the feet, or meaner parts 
of a Nation, infenſibly climb up to the 
heads there being unknown Sympathies 
in the civil, as well as natural body- 
God therefore threatens a whole Na- 
tion with thoſe evils that fall eſpecially 
__ ſome partsz when he wounds in 
the head , it is generally fatal to the 
whole 3 when he looſes the girdle of 
Princes, and takes away Counſellors, 
Jeruſalem is ruined 3 when he ſtrikes in 
'the lower parts, yet it is reciprocated 
by Principalities and Powers, asDavid 
fele the ſtroke of that deſtroying Angel 
that directed it ſelf upon the people * 
God therefore uſes a viciflitude, ſome- 
. times taking one, ſometimes another, 
when yet he minds the affliction of all ; 
for he that can diſperſe his puniſhments 
by making one the fountain of them to 
the reſt, 1s not at all liable to ſuſpitions 
of partiality, any more then that Juſtice 
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accuſed as lame, that paſſes upon one 
member of a man , and yet intends the 
Whole man. 

3. Very often the Judgments of God 
are ſweeping, and in the Prophets 
phraſe, cut off root and branch, and fo 
deprive of all poflible ſcruple z of which 
there are ſo many dreadful monuments, 
as to make this a very feeble cavil of 
thoſe who mind not ſo much the ſatisfa- 
ion of their reaſon, as they delight in 
a flavery to their own Hypotheſis. - But 
as God ſometimes reſolved totake away 
the uſe of ſome prophane Proverbs, and 
ſcandalous-to his truth or goodneſs , by 
the ſeverity and preſentaneouſneſs of 
his Judgments 3 ſodoth he often by the 
ſame means ſilence many of the objeCti- 
ons made againſt his ſupreme hand in 
them : yet a fuller anſwer of this turn- 
ing to every fide of it, is ſtill intend» 
E 


ObjeZ. 4. Many of thoſe Fatalities 
we call Judgments, are but neceſſary 
methods for the continuation of the 
world in that ſucceſſion, wherein it is 
pow ſetled. It muſt be ſo, one genera- 
tion goeth, that another may come z it 


19 
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is no more then the ſowing of the ſeed, 
that firſt dyes, that it may riſe in the 
greater flouriſh : And at ſome times 
more haſte muſt be made, then by the 
leifure of ordinary dying, that ſupernu- 
meraries may be disburdened , who 


- would elſe increaſe too great a charge 


vpon'the Earth. 

Anſw, If we take it for granted, that 
daily mortality ( which we enter not 
into the account of Judgments) will not 
take off the too great burdenof man- 
kinds increaſe , and make that room jn 
the world ſo neceſſary for ſucceſſion 
_ that therefore none of the vital 
blood and ſpirits of a Nation are let out 
In great mortalities and {laughters, to 
weaken and impair it ; but that they 
give advantage to the ſurviving part : 
yet it will not come home to the obje © 
tors purpoſe. For whatever we ſetin 
the throne of things, Nature, or but 
Chance, that it ſhould do ſo much well, 
and either not have contrived a ſweeter 
tranſlation of things, or as luckily, as in 
other things, have happened upon it, is 
enough to. give an overthrow to this 
Whole ſuppoſition. But to us that ac+ 
F 3 knows 
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knowledge and humbly adore God, it | 
cannot be thought that he ſhould go- : 
vern, and bring to paſs ends with the | 
grief and unhappineſs of his innocent 
Creatures , who could-with the ſame 
eaſe to his Divine power and wiſdom, 
and more. agreeable to that goodneſs, 
have adminiſtred them with all the 
mildneſs and clemency in which that 
richeſt Being delights it felf, But 
things carried ſo different hereunto, 
argue as high as may be, the ſenſe of a 
Judgment : That God ſhould [make 
room in the world by the hurries of 
men out of it, which might have been 
as well by a gentler tranſplantation:that 
he ſhould change ſeaſons by the mini- 
ſteries of ſtorms and tempeſts,' and 
ſhew the wonderful events of his Pro» 
vidence by flaſhes of Lightning ,. and 
Blazing-ſtars, which would have been 
as clearly underſtood by the kinder 
beams of his goodneſs, aſſures us he is 
neceſſitated by his righteouſneſs: and 
juſtice to tranſact by ways ſtrange ta 
him, and in which he hath no pleaſurez 
and therefore puts them into ſuch a 
frame ,-that they may at ance —— 
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/ his Attributes and Counſels with that 


wrath and ſeverity that have their only 
diſplay- upon the fins of men. Thus 
the iniquity of the Aworites fall moved 
God by ſo dreadful a diſplacibg of them 
togive the inheritance to 7Fael, where- 
in his Bounty to one fell- in-with his 
Juſtice upon the other ;- the' former of 
which,infioiteunderſtanding could have 
carried in another: Channel; had there 
not'been righteous reaſons for the lat- 
teri alſo. The Jews infidelity intro- 
duced the Adoption of the Gentiles 
upon their own'rejeion 3 which yet 
was 'fſo Intle nedlliry otherwiſe, that 
their reconciliation will be aslife from 
the dead, - 


CHAP: V. 
The diſcuſſion of thjs Scruple ," How cave 
it ſtand with the Author of, Nature 
| to diſorder it ? 


Ecauſc the wrath of God in his Ju- 
B dicer AQts, is, as we have obſer- 
ved, ſooften diſcovered in the irregu- 
lar moves of Nature, which is guided 

| F4 by 
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by an intelligence extern to it ſelf , and 
ſo can commit.no, offence 3 and this 
intelligence is no lower' then that which 
created /it 3-ſq that no; errour can be 
Fbarged upon Creatures, with which 
nothing was:ſupremely intruſted , but 
muſt he aſgribed to God originally : It 
way.add much tothe. clearneſs of what 
hath been.ſo earneſtly. aſſerted of his 
hand :ip/ all'-the -eyils that are'in the 
world, -to diſcourſe the reaſonableneſs 
of bis adminiſtration, -when he: ynra- 
yels in: diſpleaſure; ;that order of. the 
Creation ; he hath; with; ſo | wiſe: and 
skilfull ahand compoſed, and interrupts 
the chain of things himſelf hath inter- 


woven, upon occaſion of the-{ips of 


men, leſt it ſhould ſeem diſhonourable 


to hispoodneſs and unchangeable coun- 
ſe], if he chuſesſo 5 or terogatory tohis 
wiſdom & power,if he is {0 oecalenad,. 
For whenever finful diſorders proyoke 
him to 'diſagul or confuſe thots things 


wherein he hath ſhewed himſelf fo 
wiſe:, , ſomething - ſuitable - befals. his 
works, to that Solozcon complaing/ of as 
one of the greateſt. grievances of hu- 
wane Nature in its acqueſts , and hee 

made 
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made him go about to deſpair of all his 
labour,-viz. That a fooliſh Son ariſes 
and diſhpates that ſtate of things the 
wiſdom of his Father tranſmitted to him 
with beauty and ſplendour. . To the 
reſgJutionof this , will be moſt condu- 
cing the looſing of the doubts that 
ariſe fromthe conſtant weakneſs , debi- 
lity , and incompleteneſs of things ta 
theirends, their frequent aberratians, 
and miſcarriages from them ; which ad- 
vantagioully ſolved, will contribute 
much light to this caſe of Judgments. 

Let us then ſearch the original order 
of the warld, andjſee how fairly .the 
diſorder of it, either general, or more 
extraqrdipary in time of Judgments, 
agrees:with the goodneſs and provi-' 
dence of God , atd-is reconciled: with 
the glory of the firſt Creation. 

I. When things were in their pri- 
mcrdial-ſtate,ſet into ſuch a poſture;that 
at the. ſame time they exprefled the 
bounty and wiſdom of the Creator,and 
their; amity one. with another.z man 

- ſtood at the head of them,' in whoſe 
bappineſs they conſpired, and paid him 
their ſeveral tributes, as to a native 
E770 Prince: 
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Prince: They rejoyced in his Glory 
and Grandeur , receiving from him the 
honour of a near alliance, and bowed to 
him with humbleſt obedience , asfit to 
command them, through the excellency 
of a high-born ſpirit. They all in their 
ſeveral degrees of Being were diſpoſed, 
2s ONe COMMON Ear, totake the ſound of 
mans contentment , which. rebounded 
from Heavento Earth ; and tke Eccho 
ſoconveyed, that jt took hold of both 
ends of the Creationat once. The Hea- 
vens hearing the Earth, the Earth-»the 
Corn and Wine,and all, Man. TheiHea- 
vens ſend him down their ſweeteſbr/and 
kindeſt influences 3 The Earth breathed 
nothing upon him - but innocents The 
Clouds moſt liberal of their fruirfulleſt 
diſtillations, and the Earth art open bo- 
ſom of its ownriches: to this lower An- 
gel, who being a Spirit placed it a-bo- 
dy, hath the opportunity of waitivg the 
_ arifiog Ro Thus all 
things were created with an aſpe&upon 
— for his ſake orderedjato their 
feveral claſſes, and prepared totheir 
various motions 3 wherein we cannot 
indeed butery out , What is man _ 
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thow art mindful of him? But who could 
challenge God for it, whoſe: counſels 
andinfluences are all his own, and all 
the whole imaginary ſpace out of him, 
Nothing? What then could implead 
God out of its nothing ; for doing what 
he pleaſes with his own? Man being thus 
the center wherein the Sovereign good- 
neſs of God,and the ſervice of all things 
met ( forin him their ſeries and happy 
order ended ) his obedience to God 
was made the ſecurity of his condition, 
whereiawas intruſted-his own welfare 
and the blefling of the whole Creation. 
For-while all things were ſo fxed, that 
they-could chuſe no other ſtate then 


their own, man baving the ſum of free- 


will in hixaſe}f, to uſe it for the good of 
himſelf and all the Creatures under 
him, .by-continuing in his duty to God 
(theiknot wherein all was infolded ) 
what'wonder is it , if when he by tran(- 
oreffion loſt bis own ftation, for whoſe 
advanrage all thivgs ſtood in their firſt 
and 'moſt beautiful order z they alſo 


-rutoutof their ravks', and joyn in the 


confufionhe is to be puniſhed by £ For 


but 
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but that they pay as great an honour to 
the wiſdom of God , united with his 
Juſtice , as they firſt did to the ſame 
wiſdom in conjunction with goodneſs, 
and that ſervice to his indignation, that 
they had done to his bounty. For 
which reaſon the effeft of this alſo 
points juſt upon man. For what Crea- 
ture hath ſoquick a ſenſe of , and pain 
in the diſorder as he? or upon whom 
doth the malignanicy fall equally as up- 
on him , to whoſe ruine the world it 
ſelf, had without further patience-run, 
had not the Grace of God , iftendiog a 
reſtauration to that fallen Nature, 'ſtaid 
the precipitation ? Hence things” are 
kept ſonear the rule and tuneto which 
they were at firſt ſet, that there remain 
fair prints of their former exaQtneſs in 
themſclves, and humble amicableneſs 
to man , together with the admonitions 
of his lapſed ſtate 5 which are ſo inter- 
miogled , that they give luſter to 'each 
other : but fa ſtill, that they are at a 
minutes warning,and in a moment take 
a Divine Allarm toriſe up againſt Ginful 
man, with the executions of his wrath, 
in what degrees he pleaſes (evento the 

turns 
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turning themſelves into a general flame 
at laſt, ro which they are reſerved by 
him) and whereunto they were at firſt 
upon ſuppoſition of fin equally pre- 
pared. - 

Now in all this, there is as auguſt a 
preſence of wiſdom, and as great anun- 
derſtanding in the diſplays of it ſelf, 
though ſevere. to man in his diſobe- 
dience; as great a beauty and order of 
Juſtice, as there was of Mercy. The 
night hath its Graces, though in black 
ſhades, and the glories that 1nlighten it. 
There is anorder in ſtorms , anda rule 
in the bloody battles ; a declaration of 
Godin Judgments , as well as in acts of 
bounty, 

Nor 5s it any change in God , but an 
even counſel, that in his favour is life 
and peace z but rebellion againſt him is 
purſued with diſappointment and miſe- 
ry: And what can be more natural 
then that Nature it {elf ſhould leave its 
own place, to ſerve the Creator that 
fixed it there, or turnout of its way, 
when the more primitive paths of it 
lead not to his ends? Or what more 
unnatural , then that the Lord of all 


ſhould 
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ſhould be diſſerved £ Or what more | 


orderly way of puniſhment , then that 
thoſe Cm ſhould rife up againſt 
wan, that were made for his ſervice, 
when he ſinned againſt the common So- 
veraign of him and themſelves ? and 
that finning, he ſhould find his unbap- 
Pineſs, juſt 19 that place, where his con- 
tentment in his obedience reſted £ 
2. This outward world or ſtate of 
things was tuned to an inward , more 
excellent and immaterial world, con(ti- 
tuted of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, 
ſtanding in communion with God , and 
conformity to him : The perfeQtion and 
higheſt glory of it was indeed. in Hea- 
ven, =7 the center of it Eternity,where 
God and bleſſed Spirits under him in- 
habite. But it pleaſed infinite goodneſs 
wave an example of it alſo in a viſible 
and material world, and to ſet it floating 
In time, that after an experiment made, 
he wight again unite it to: himſelf in 
Eternity. | | 
The great exaQneſs, curious frame, 
-— order of magmas world. Was a 
tranſparency for that unſpotted purity 
from above to ſhine through, The eye 
| pre- 
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preparedto read the Laws, and behold 
the Divine Beauty , and in whom the 
intelletual image it ſelf refided , {was 
mans who therefore is created fimilar 
to it; aSoulinriched with knowledg, 


righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, ſpark- 
ling through an innocent, inoffenfive,and 
unſpotted body, that while with his 
mind he adores that ſupreme and origt- 
nal goodneſs, and conforms to it with 
greateſt pleaſure; he may withal de- 
lightfully contemplate that wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs as it were incarnate in the 
ſeveral Creatures, and viſible in;their 
beauty, order, and peace, wherein they 
ſtand united oneto another. 

This Divine likeneſs in which man 
himſelf was made , was the life, and all 
below him a beautiful ſhadow , which 
received 1s continuance and livelineſs 
from the purity, and flouriſh of that 
heavenly life preſerved in him. By ſin 
he quenches this Divine ſpark, ſipks be- 
low himſelf, and betrays the whole ex- 
cellency of the Creation depenaing up- 
on him. Thus great perſonages held up 
by the grace of the Prince, ſhining upon 
their loyalty , ſpread their beams, moſ 

| . ony 
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only\uponh their teal dependetits , but 
give honour to their effigies: Bur fall- 
ing by treaſon, all the marks of honour 
they derived, are defaced, and their 
very repreſentations, though inſevſible, 
partake their guilt and degradation. 


Man depoſed from that excellency of 


Gods image , ,a cloud covers all about 
him; the order and peace are diſlol- 
ved, and flye in pieces, and the whole 
becomes a black ſhade, in which his {m 
and fall are drawn : That Soul that firſt 
ſhone tkroughb, is now irbpriſoned io its 
own body, and looking out at the 
grates , ſees the dreadful likeneſs of its 
impurity : The body (and Soul by it) 
feelsthoſe pains and diſorders that ariſe 
firſt through the jars and violences of 
things intumult and conflict with them- 
ſelves,and ruſhing upon it3then through 
the want of that ſupply and ſervice, 
cauſed by the interruption ahd diſcon- 
tinuance of the line of things that rin 
up to man. T hefe are alſo daily brought 
within, in thoſe ſtrifes that fall out 
amongthe humours, the continual tre- 
pidations of a healthful ſtate , conſtant 
propenftties, andart laſt ——_ ” 
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death.. All which are a.ſenfible kiſtory 
of-fin.and adorn God, unlike- 


neſs to/ him , and difintereſt in him 23 
the former was. of. holineſs and a ſtate of 
favour. T hus fa}ls the glory ofthe out- 
ward world .in the ruine of-- this in- 
ward , that was the Spirit and Soul of 
it. .In all which there is nothiog uobe- 
coining, the ſtability or  fore-fight of 
that Counſel, that firſt :contrived 
thi For when the integrity. and 
per ion of the image of God inman 
was broken , -and all other beauty , but 
an, enſawple of it, as it ſtood in him 5 
why ſhould the. tranſcription. be kept. 
fair, as. an honour. to him,, who had, 
unworthily betrayed = 'Oti igins}? 
Bur even accordiog to the firſt Sefgo, 
thedeformity: cot with.th | 
gooſe, wasto be drawn upon the very 
me tables; that were thus embelliſhed 
i reſemblanceof; and as a dignity. to 
humape Nature 3 or ſceing the glory 
of. the Creation was a refletion from 
the ternal light , that firſt deſcendiog 
upon man with ſtrongeſt rays » Was 
\fron him with a fainter ſplendour to 
rebound upon the lower region of the 
G Crea- 
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Creatyres 5 when theſe rays were fo 


withdiawn/; that his day was turned 
into niphe , it muſt needs bedark'with 
them'/alfo; Laſtly, how could the. pu- 
niſhment of man be' more equally laid, 
chen in the confuſing thoſe things, the 
order of ' which was prepared for his 
glory;-andas an a@t'of Grace to him, 
and whetein his pleafure and fruition, 
as a Creature of ' this world, conſiſted ; 
whentehimſelf was fo unlovely, and 
inſtead of a delight, grown an objec of 
repentance to God ? a4 
But everlaſting brightneſs that dawn- 
ed upon man in a Mediator, ere it ſet 
ine total privation, continued much of 
id 9 eorNd glory to'all' things ' as to 
their fundamental ſtate ;'yet the cloudy 
condition of mankind between his own 
fall-and tecovery by Chriſt, isexetpli- 
tied by the waving motion of all the 
creatures about him, while the conſtant 
pravity of his Nature is countetparted: 
by' as ſetled a vanity and vexatian of 
ſpirit z and the more prodigious diſtor- 
tions'of common Nature, are the chara- 
Qers and deſcriptions of greater viola» 
tions of theſe Laws of righteouſneſs 
anew inſtamped upon man. For 
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For God having a greater regard tg 
this inward world , the world ſpiritual, 
whereof we eſpecially ſpeak $5 he ac- 
counts the things we are amazed at, lit- 
tle, in compariſon of thoſe more mon- 
ſtrous, our fins, which are hideouſeſt 
convulſions, more portentous then Co- 
mety and Earthquakes. If then one 
Iota or tittle of the Law be of a' more 
awful eſtabliſhment then Heaven and 
Earth, what ſtrange thing is it, if in its 
revenge we ſee Nature looſe it ſelf, if we 
hear of Nations and Kingdoms tornup, 
anddifperſed > For all order 'of Nature 
and peace of Nations , being but a caſe 
of theſe more material things z it is tio 
wonder they are made nothing of, when 
what they are ſervants to is periſhed 
andloſt, But thar God intends all viſi- 
ble and ſenfible contpofure of thibgs 
ſhould wait upon the condition of the 
ſpiritual and inviſible, is yet more evi- 
denit , .inthat the final reſolution of all 
thirlgs:-produces | the perfeCtion of the 
lefs'by the greater 5 when righteouſneſs 
advanced to the height ſhall dwell in 
new Heavens and a new Earth, pre- 
pared for it , and the ſpirits of juft men 
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made perfe& inhabit incorruptible and 
immortal bodies, made like his glorious 
body : Then wickedneſs having finiſh- 
ed it ſelf, ſhall be ſealed up into a lake 
of unmixed, miſery, which 1s fo great a 
remove from God , that as fin, it was 


never created by him , .on of primitive - 


intention , but a ſecondary ordination 
againſt ſio that intruded it ſelf upon the 

works of God, od, 
From all this that hath been faid, 
appeers the uniformity, of the ways of 
50d with themſelves, whenever | he 
moſt reverſes thoſe natural ſanfionss 
For it without aoy derogation from 
them ,- hc.ſo early admitted upon the 
firſt conſtitution ſuch-,an allay of the 
excellency. of it, and ſoxymany crols lines 
of . motigg.to. the uryly, native ſettle- 
ments, iato ſuch a fixedneſs, that 
they. are. now grown. natural, | from 
- whence death, and affliction are com- 
partners. with litc and comfort , bal- 
Jancing and poiling one. ariother,; it: is 
lels ot wonder, that upon greater rebel- 
lions and perliſtencies in fin , God ,con- 
cedes his Juſtice and wrath a larger 
(cope upon this ſecond (tate, in which 
| he 
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he hath at the leaſt ſhared things be- 
- tween proſperity and adverlity. 


When men , tranſgrels the Laws, 
change Ordinances, Freak the Ever- 
laſting Covenant, we may well expect 
this more fluftuating and ' precarious 
ſtate of Nature ſhould with greater 
freedom berolled up and down, and 
removed from it. felt. And it at. laſt 
that Covenant of day and night, and 
thoſe Ordinances of Heaven will reſign 
themſelves, waiting till thoſe greater 
then they be viodicated, and reſtored 
to their full authority by an univerſal 
Judgment 3 and ifall the Creatures are 
willing to be paſſed through that fire 
that is to purge evil wholly down into 
its own draught, they will now un- 
doubtedly even ſurrender themfelves 
to be ney þ uſe of to the ſooner purpoſes 
of vengeance upon wicked men, as the 
Creator pleaſes z whereby they have a 
prefatory redemption from that vanity 
and corruption wherein they are in» 
folded; not. willingly : for they ear- 
neſtly expe the'time of a full deli- 
verance, agd proportionably now they 
even lift up thzir heads to that vindica- 
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tion they find in a partial Judgment, | 


—__—— 


CHAP. VI. 


A general Account, That there are ſeveral 
Reaſons of Judgments comporting 
with Gods holy and good Go- 
vernment of the World. 


Aving thus far in general eydea- 
JL. 4 vourcd to ſhew the reaſonableneſs 
of Judgments, upon conſideration of 
their agreeableneſs with the firſt ſtate 
of thiogs, as alfo with the ſecond ſertle- 
ment in ſuch a poiſe between proſpe- 
rity and adverſity , as we find them : 
letus yet further, and more particularly 
ſearch thoſe great Principles upon which 
theſe dreadful ways of God move them- 
ſelves, when the ſcale in which unbappt- 
els and mifery lye, is prefſed down 
low the equality we now call Nature 
(though it be not pureand perfe& Naz 
ture) For they will convey us moſt 
happily into thoſe rules of praftice, by 
which we may either prevent, remove, 
or ſuffer them with greateſt advantage : 
A wile ſenſe of thega will inable a man 
| to 
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to conſpire with the infinite.underſtand- 
ing that inflits then, and to accept the 
puniſhment 3 by which he changes the 
nature of it to himſelf, while he votes 
with God againſt himſelf by the higher 
parr of his Sul! and kiſles the rod that 
affiicts him, adoring the righteouſteſs, 
Equity, and faithfulneſs of God in it, as - 
David : I know that thy Judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulneſs haft 
afflicted me. But he that fees not why 
he ſhould be fo uſed , hath notbing but 
a patience created of neceſſity to relieve 
him , if he be not brutiſhly ſenſeleſs, 
and ſtupidly bears the knocks that fall 
on him , till he dyes under them, with- 
out any regard to the mind of him that 
ſends them : we have therefore thoſe 
accounts given us by God in his Word, 
that we may ſuffer as men. 

That higheſt wiſdom and goodneſs, 
though he treat in greateſt ſeverities 
with his rational Creatures , yet allows 
them the honour of being rational; as 
great perſons, though malefactors , are 
notwithſtanding arraigned and con- 
demned with more honourable ceremo- 
nies, and have a ſtate in their death 3 

QG 4 even 
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even meaner. perſons in- Governments 
umane, and remote from Tyranny,are 
not ſmothered and ſtifled in the dark, 
but by,publick procedure reaſoned into 
their,condemnatjon, ein. 0 
It is very diſagreeable to a Soveraign 
Rightcouſtels, whioſe' ſtrepgth loveth 
Judgment; to that Creator that made 
man in his own image, todeyate him to 
-deſtruQion, ſo much as in this world for 
his pleaſure, or to give. him up to any 
arbitrary fpirits that woyld cruſh him, 
as men do vileſt Creatures under them, 
for meer ſport, or becauſe they pleaſe ta 
do fo ; ſo little is that conceit to be 
aſlented to, that makes ſuch conje- 
Qures, Eat f 
| Yet is it not contrary to ſound ſenſe, 
that mariloſmg God, and himſelf ſo far, 
that he caſts off all fear of him', and 
eyen unſouls and . diſpirits himſelf 
through ignorance and ſenſuality,ſhou] 
be given up as the prey and ſpoil © 
thoſe inviſible powers, that being fallen 
from God, and become ignoble and 
degenerate , are uſed by him in ſuch 
black miniſteries,and make uſe(through 
that Divine permiſſion ) ſometimes of 
one 
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one inſtrument, ſometimes of anothep 
for their-cruelty. - Such men are ſunk, 
as it were too low, for the more honou- 
rable chaſtiſements of God himſelf, or 
thoſe blefled Spirits who ſerve him in 
his Judgments only out of zeal to his 
glory, never out of envy, or incompaſ- 
ſion to mankind. ,, - | 

Thus ſome ſort of profligate Rebels, 
wha are not worthy of a ſerious Ju- 
ſtice or noble purſuit, are by juſt and 
wiſe States deſertedito be hunted,/like 
beaſts, by any that will, either for re- 
creation or advantage; who are com-= 
monly the worſt, that delight to be 
{» imployed. 

But indeed we find the Scriptures al- 
ways diſcourſiog Gods dealipgs with 
men at a higher rate of eſteem then this, 
and ſuing, himſelf to all the moves 
againſt them, that they may be orderly 
and juſt, as if the Soul of man would 
reaſon and debate with him concerning 
his ways 3 for ſo indeed we find , there 
is au in man , that in thoſe that are - 
good, bumbly and reverently defires to 
plead with him , as in Job and Jeremy ; 
and in evil men, contends and calum- 
niates 
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niates him as unequa], till he convince? | 


them of all their bard ſpeeches againſt 
him. 

And the compariſon can never be 
equal betwixt man and any of the erea- 
tures under him 3 for they melt away 
from the lea(t preffure into death, 
and ceaſe there : but man dated for 
Eternity, is therefore of a much higher 
conſideration ; nor have the other thoſe 
notions of right and wrong, of rewards 
for doing well, and puniſhments for ill 
doing, that are implanted in wans Soul. 
God therefore paſſes into all the caſes 
of his rational Creatures, and deter. 
mines upon them ſo, that he will not 
regret or offend thoſe Principles which 
he himſelf hath put into them 3 but in 
all his Judgments and tryaly of them, 
he comprehends their right in his own, 
and (o ſentences them to miſery, as that 
it could not be otherwiſe confiſtently 
with that Juſtice and Righteouſneſs he 
1s to declare. All which are not only 
argodt here inthe world , in the dark- 
neſs and low ſtate of Souls, and in this 
mixture of things , wherein a man can- 
ot truly know love or hatred by any 

thing 
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thiog that is before-him 3 but in the 
clearneſs and operr air of | Eternity, 
when the ſpirits of men will be at their 
higheſt pitch, and multitudes of: them 
aculeated with the ſting of an endleſs 
doom ; while other Creatures lye ſtill in 
their duſt, and covered in their aſhes. 
Theſe immortalSouls challenging out of 
rottenneſs their bodies riſe up, & plead 
with the Almighty concerning - thetn+ 
ſelves. From whence we infer, that 
God doth not willingly aMi& the: chil- 
dren of men ſo muchas here, ſeeing it is 
he that hath put into them, and excites 
in them theſe powers of debate with 
himſelf, and thoſe reaſons vpon which 
they argue 3 and he doth ir, that he 
may be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and 
be clear when he judgeth, and that it 
may be known, that all he doth is,as we 
have ſaid, upon accounts of Intereſt in 
his own glory, of fiacereſt intention for 
the good of his Creation, and of neceſſi- 
ty for the righteous Government of the 
world.” - Of which accounts we ſhall 
treat particularly, having firſt laid 
down the fundamental reaſon of Judg- 


ments. 
The 
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"The primary reaſon of Judgments is 
to be found 1a clofe connexion with 
Juſtice and the nature of puniſhment, 
For Judgments upon a cloſe. deſcripti- 
on , are the executions of puniſhment 
according to rules' of Juſtice. The 
eſſence of this Juſtice, is in the diſtribu- 
tion of every ones right to them by an 
exact ballance of reward and puniſh- 
ment according to works, for the eſta- 
bliſhment of righteouſneſs and order 
inthe world, whichare both the beauty 
and peace of it, The ſupreme care of 
this is in the hand of Original Righte- 
. ouſneſs and increate Juſtice , whoſe the 
world, and all the Creaturesare , and 
which is ever awake upon this its Pa- 
ramount FunCtion. | 

The nature of puniſhment is found 
only in pain, without which ' we can 
have no poſlible notion of it ; for it al- 
ways imports tous ſomething grievous. 
And it ſtands upon this reaſon. 

Fruition and pleaſure are the laſt 
ends in which the defires of man reſt as 
his happineſs 3 this is always his reach 
and contention, through what. ways 
{oever he ſteers himſelf: When he tra- 

vels 
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vels through the medinms of honour of 
profit , or when he immediately graſps 
ng it ſelf, or whether theſe be tru- 
y, or but apparently what he'narhes 
them, the ſatisfaQtion ariſing from them 
is equally the deſign in all. - id 

This pleaſure or ſatisfaction is the 
taſt or refleftion of man upon the con- 
veniency of things to his Nature, mini- 
ſtring delight through the mutual touch 
and embrace of them one with another, 
being thereto fitted' by the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of the Author of Nature. * 

This conveniency of things is called 
Good; the Fountainof itis God himfelt 
the Firſt Good; the ſtreams of it are de- 
rived fromhim upon the ſeveral Crea- 
tures which flow one among anothex. 

True pleaſure God hath by great 
$kill woven into Holineſs and gracious 
Atton 3 theſe things being of "them- 
ſelves moſt accordant to mans Soul: and 
further, by an eterbal and unchange- 
able conſtitution ( which is the founda- 
tion of all propriety?) ſet it as the re- 
ward 'of obedience to theſe Laws of 
Goodneſs; ſo that to him who perfely 
obſerves them, the reward is reckoned 


of 
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of debt 3 that the mind conſidering 
firſt_this pleaſure ſpringing from good- 
neſs, may beled to that as the root of 
It z then underſtanding it as a reward 
apportioned to virtuous ations , may 
be yet more fully + invited there- 
unto. 

\ The. whole complex of Good is 
hereby aſſured both in the preſent ac- 
commodations of things to this life and 
ſtate, and inthe ſum of it, eternal life : 
Far godlineſs hath the promiſes of this 
life, and of that which is to come; and 
they are rendred to them who by pa- 
tient. continuance in well-doing , ſeek 
for honour, glory, and immortality; 
the paths of which lead to that fulneſs 
of Joy inthe preſence of God, and to 
thoſe Rivers of pleaſure at” bis right 
hand for evermore z which are the moſt 
commppenlu rate Hgnifications of  Happi- 
nEl1s. | 
Qa the other fide, that which ſtands 
oppoſite to pleaſure, as darkneſs to 
gh, or death to life, is pato'z and it 
is the point from which the Fuga or 
averſation of the Soul haſtens 1t with 
all vehemency. This we ſtyle Evil 3 for 


It 
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it is the diſagreement of things to our | 
Nature, which awakening reſentment, \- 
cauſes greateſt diſpleaſure. 

All this evil is by God ſeated+in the 
heart of the evil of fin, where jts pro- 
per habitation is3 for every impure 
action being diſſonant to the true make 
of mans Soul, is as far from pleaſure, 
rightly ſo called, as it is from goodneſs: 
and it is moreover . prepared for the 
avenge of diſobedience , as its due por- 
tion and reward : From whence both 
the riſe ofunhappineſs is known,and the 
reaſon underſtood ; Death entred by 
fio, and the wages of ſin is death, with 
all the preparations to it. 

This evil of puniſhment is admini- 
ſtred by the ſevere Touches of, God 
himſelf as an adverſary,or the-unfriend- 
ly preſſures of the Creatures upon our 
Nature , ſet on by his wrath, either in 
the degrees now , or that complement 
Scripture calls Hell, where.is wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth in utter darkneſs, 
or utter impothbility of enjoyment. 

This conſtitution of things is the 
foundation of Religion , the pleafitra- 
ble both fruit and remuneration of 
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obedierice, and the painful iſſue and re” 
compence of tranſpreſſion, being adapt- 
edtothe inclining of the mind on each 
{fide ofit; and the more neceſlary , be- 
cauſe through the wiſe diſpoſition of 
things by God for the tryal of man, vir- 
tue is beſet with-preſent inconveniences 
(eſpecially fince- our Fall ) which .de- 
ters|the ſimple 3 and on the cther ſide, 
the enteftainments of folly and fin have 
the'ſweetnels of ſtollen waters , the in- 
ticement of Fools : but both: theſe are 
counterbellanced by the after and laſt- 
1g rewards or puniſhments. 
; -Fheſe thiogs that are firſt proper to 
perſons conſidered fingly , ſpread ( as 
memthemſclves do) and combine upon 
Nations and Communities : For that 
Juſtice we ſpeak of, is not _ as d:- 
ſ{tintas every man tis to himſelf, but as 
large and general as the whole world, 
that Bodies of men tay be awed with 
the ſame reaſons thar ſeem to have 
greater place upon patticulats, and be 
either proſperous, and ſpend their days 
in pleaſure'z or calamitous, and travel- 
tog always with pain, _—_— to their 
conformities with the Laws of righte- 
oulnels, 
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ouſneſs , or prevarication from them, 

Let this then be reduced to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe, Juſtice-always intent up- 
on its high adminiſtration, obferves the 
fins of men , paſles ſentence upon them, 
and is ready to execute it. The ſen+ 
tence upon fin is the intire ſum of pain 
and'miſery , rolled up in that one com- 
mination of dying thedeath; ithe pros 
portions, inftruments, and ſerſdns. are 
choſen by .that+higheſt wiſdam , that 
guidesthe di{penſarion of Juſtioe;,' and 
the refidue latdiup. in (tore for the laſt 
Judgment, when; the wicked; ſhall be 
turned into Het}; and the:Nations that 
forger God: vt vii, | | : 
-. From bence its;:that Judgments, the 
gear vehicles!bf-.pain'th che world, 
move up and down in i, i\by*the aps 
pointment:of Juſtice ro-enfarce tran(- 
preflors:to-rgceive that pain ;/which-is 
the demerit of:their fin (m3 which cle 
they would diſclaim their right). and tq 
compel: the: Kingdoms of the-Earth to 
drivk..certainly;zhe Wine-cup of fury 
(however unwillidg they are co it) be+ 
caule it duly appertains to them, - 
i _Thele things are, ſo cloſe .to mans 
lit} =" Soul, 
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Soul, that puniſhment is the next ex 
Cation after an offence ; and if it be de- 
layed, men are ready to cry out, Where 
is Juſtice ? as if it were in a ſlumber : 
How reaſonable is this account then of 
Judgments, that there may be a due 
execution of Juſtice ? 

In this Reaſon lye the ſeeds of theſe 
ſequent'Reaſons of; Judgments, 

1. That there may be a ſenſe of Ju- 
ſtice preſerved in the world, as an ad- 
monition againſt fin. For theſe in- 
flictions are evident as matters of fa&, 
and counterſway the preſent pleafure of 
fin for a ſeafon, by after-pains. 

2. That there ma an explation 
of the world;for ſatisfaQtion for the pre- 
ſent givea to Juſtice for fin, is a purga- 
tion pro tempore. 

3. That men may have aſſurances of 
Judgment to come 3 ſeeing ſuch a thing 
as rendring vengeance that 1s not per- 
fect, leads to that is abſolute. 

4. That God may change times and 
ſeaſons in his Government of the world; 
for pain unpins and forces the ſtate of 
things vs 

5. To reforay men, by ſhewing their 

folly 
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folly in ſhaping their courſe to the 
Country of pain and dolors , that they 
might find pleaſure. | 

From this general conſideration, let 
us paſs to the particular reaſons of Judg- 
ments, of which we proceed to ſpeak in 
order, | 


I 


CHAP, VII, 


The firſt Reaſon : The importance to the 
World, that a Juſtice over it, be 
underſtood, 


Reaf. 1. Hat there may be the ſenſe 
of a- Juſtice preſerved ia 

the thoughts of men : For. the daily 
eyils that tail out , though they are the 
effects of it 3 yet being of a {fer tem- 
per, and to be compounded with, are 
not '{o cogent Arguments, but eafily 
attributable to the common courſe of 
things. Theſe are ſo ſtil] in view, and 
carried fo temperately with the pro- 
greſs of natural cauſes, that notwith- 
ſtanding them, Solomon obſcrves: Sen- 
tence is not ſpeedily executed upon 
wicked works; nor will men, who do 
H 2 not 
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not curiouſly inquire, know by them, 
whether there be a Juſtice over the 
world or not; and therefore ſtill the 
hearts of the Sons of men are ſet in them 
to doevil. 

For this cauſe God erefts ſuch pillars 
of ſalt in the world, as Judgments, and 
they ſtand nor only for the admonition 
of the juſt preſent, but they projef their 
inſtructions upon ſucceſſion , even that 
which is moſt quiet and ſecure. The 
Apoſtle Peter obſerves, the great monu- 
ments of Judgments were raiſed to that 
ſtupendious height betimes, that they 
might over-look all decurrent Ages, 
and beſeen by the laſt. and loweſt of 
the world , that there might be none 
without ſuch cautions of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God. Their kind too was 
extraordinary 3 from Heaven imme- 
diately , that the Argument might. be 
more undeniable , and the impreſſion 
ſtronger, | 

But how much the apprehenſion of 
ſuch a waking Eye upon all the ways 
of men, and the adminiſtrations of 
States and Kingdoms, is both tothe glo» 
ry of God, the good Government of the 

world, 
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world,& the Intereſt of man, may with- 
out difficulty be underſtood. For as the 
Apoſtle expreſling God in a jealoufie of 
the honour of his Goodneſs, ſays, he 
left not himſelf without witneſs, but 
ingaged the a&ts of mercy in giving 
fruitful times and ſeaſons : So in like 
manner do the diſtributions of his Ju- 
ſtice give teſtimony to him, that he 
judgeth inthe Earth, fo that all the in- 
ferences of Righteouſneſs that are moſt 
vaturally to bederived from fo high a 
conſideration, may fall with greateſt 
force upon the minds of men. For as 
Judgments being abroad, are prevalent 
preachers of itz ſo thoſe that have been 
heretofore, being paſt, yet ſpeak : And 
the treaſure of that Juſtice and Power 
in God that inflicts them, is an unmove- 
able perſwaſion, that no change falls 
upon, and which indeed carries a con- 
ſtant force , without which thoſe that 
are paſt, would have ſoon been exhau- 
ſted and ſpent, and thoſe that are preſent 
included within themſelves, 

Takeaway the ſenſe of a Juſtice, and 
all rules of goodneſs are chilled into ho- 
neſt notions, and moral ſpeculations 
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without any ſting ; Laws grow feeble, 
and have only a precarious authority. 
And if the Juſtice be only humane, the 
Sphere is ſo narrow and reſtrained, that 
great wickednciles are committed out 
of its Jurisdiction and cogniſance, But 
Juſtice ( and that Divine ) commands 
and threatens with all higheſt conft- 
dence, and nothing can find exemption 
fromiry laying ſrronge(t warnings upon 
men , I-ſi they fin, and giving greateſt 
motives to repentance after the com- 
miſſion; ſpanuiog all reaſons for preven- 
tion and removal of evil, 

Now there are no arguments of a Ju- 
ſtice ſo cogent, as thole it ſelf gives, 
which like things of ſenſe, find leaſt diſ- 
pute when they are reſident by their 
own motion upon their proper ſubjects, 
For as the objcCts of ſenſe are to ſenſe, 
ſo are theſe ſtrokes of the hand of God 
to the conſcience; all inencls of conceit 
and tricks of wit , will not elude the 
ſcrength of things themſelves, taking 
place upon ſenile : though they ſhould 
have laveigled the fancy at a diſtance 
from them 3 yet the firſt approach melts 
the vapour : yeathough the Judgment 
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ſhould have been reaſoned into a confi- 
dence, andundertaken to give an Apa- 
thy, asthe Stoick to his wile man 3 yet 
is it not of proof to the body againſt 
theſe realities , however it may defend 
the mind. Nor can the Atheiſt by all 
the turns of his perverted reaſon, eſcape 
the reciprocations of conſcience with 
theJuſtice of God,when heis attacqued 
by this prefſing hand ; even unawares 
to himſelf he not only lets in , but often 
ſends out the confliions of it. But yet 
this difference there is between ſenſe 
and conſcience ( which is a common 
ſenſe in the Soul ) that the one depend- 
ing upon the body 1s ſoon overwhelm- 
ed, if it be too cloſely imbraced, or too 
long held , or too powerfully urged 
when the other, propertoa ſpirit, is the 
more awakened. and the more certain» 
ly poſſeſſed by the earneſtneſs of things 
with it, that are properly agent upon 


it. 
Theſe Judgments then generally 
drawing from thoſe that are more incli- 
nable to yield them ; or preſſing from 
thoſe that are loth to give them ſuch 
acknowledgments that have raiſed and 
H 4 con- 
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- continued an univerſal conſent -in- this 
Juſtice of God we diſcourſe of, make 
good this firſt reaſon we have propoſed; 
That God: for his own Glory and: the 
.good of man , retainsa ſenſe of Juſtice 
in the world ; this-ſenſe being fo apt to 
keep an awe npon the Soul, deterring it 
from evil, and provoking it to good; 

[t were but tything . the Mint' and 
Cummin of (o weighty a conſideration, 
to add toit, that the veryIntereſt of 
Government and civil Polity lies much 
init z which cannot be better concet- 
ved, then by offering to the Atheiſt the 
choice of his own mind, whether it there 
be certainly ſuch a Juſtice animadvert- 
ing upoh mens ways , 'and this were as 
certainly and livelily acknowledged, 
it were not likely, to give ſome better 
Law tothe ations of mankind, . then if 
there were no ſuch Juſtice, and it were 
certain to every one, there were no 
ſuch. He confeſſes enough, when he 
1mputes the-belicf of itto the infinuati- 
onsof Rulers, as one of the neceflary 
Arts. to rivet their Decrees , and giye 
them eaſe in wielding their Scepters, 

It may,no doubt,be far argued —_ 

1de 
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ſide of virtue, righteouſneſs, and mer” 
cy, that they are the very weal of man- 
kind from whence the Atheiſtick pro- 
feſlor takes advantage, and carries him- 
ſelt demurely upon it, as if no .more 
 wereneceſlary to incline men of ſobrie- 
ty, nor any need of borrowing aid from 
imaginary Principles 3 but knowing 
unruly luſts are too boiſterous to be 
commanded by handſom diſcourſe, he 
provides the iron-hand of Laws and 
executions to ſubdue the .more unbri- 
dled part of men: which (faith he) ſhall ' 
go far, where the acknowledgments of 

a Deity can do nothing. 

Lee ſuch a one conſider , there is a 
ſecret ſtrength conveyed up and down 
the world by the general conſent/ in 
this radical notion of a God and his Ju- 
ſtice ,- which adds a much higher.reafon 

to the wiſeſt minds to ſway them, then 
| the meer excellency of goodneſs it (elf, 
which is not the leſs, but infinitely the 
greater for being hypoſtatiz'd in a Di- 
vine will; and withal infolds the leſs 


- ſenſible part of men, that what they do 
not confider in its own worth, they yet 

2 upon the ſilent awes of conſcience re- 
vere, 
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vere, anddrink in with much greater 
eaſe the commands of Authority that 
ſteer the ſame way 3 and more patient- 
ly ſuffer the penalties of their tranſgreſ- 
ons, being firſt adjudged to them by 
themſclves. 

To ſam this ; as the predictions of 
puniſhment before the execution, were 
acts of favour to men; ſo is the eſta- 
bliſhed Doftrine that grows out of the 
many experiments ot this vindictive 
Righteouſneſs of God, a grace to the 
world, that it may not ſurprize un-un+ 
derſtood or unawares, but keep men in 
a daily regard to it, not running into its 
danger by negle& of duty , or preſum- 
ption in (1. 

When it is often in the exerciſe of it 
ſelf, it can neither be unknown or for- 
goticn, All which is moſt eondecent to 
the infinite goodneſs and graciouſneſs 
of Gud, as well as to his Juſtice. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The ſecond Reaſon, ſhewing the neceſſity of 
a purgation upon the ſinful World. 


Reaſ, 2, He defilement that fin 

loads the world with, re- 
quires a preſent exoneration by the 
Judgments of God. The day of his 
righteous Judgment is the great puriti- 
cation of it, when wickedneſs and wick- 
cd men ſhall be ſecluded the Creation 
into their own place.But though this be 
perfect and final , the Holineſs of God, 
and his goodneſs to his Creatures re- 
quire a ſooner mitigation of ſo greatan 
evils which he provides for by theſe 
Ante-judgments. 

For (in lying as an impurity upon the 
moral Creation of God, and under that 
upon the very natura}, there muſt be 
a purgation ſuitable. All pollutions re- 
quire ſome kind of removal, cle accu- 
mulating themſelves, they overload and 
deſtroy. In Nature things run through 
their own circle,wherein lye ſevera] ex- 
pedicnts by which they acquit them- 

| {elves 
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ſelves from that Sordes they contraCt - 
when this is interrupted, ruine is their 
laſt reſort. The body dyes, and reſolves 
it ſelf, that it way part with that it had 
not power to expel, while it held toge- 
ther. Earth and air ſuffer thoſe convul- 
fions and violent ſchiſms , upon them- 
ſelves, to work out of their bowels and 
boſoms unfriendly mixtures. The foul- 
neſles of fin require higher and nobler 
purifications , or more ſevere depurga- 
tions: For the ſtain they caſt, being 
upon a more excellent (ſtate, argues a 
deeper vitiouſneſs jn that which defiles 
ſo high, and a more worthy expiation 
neceſlary 3 as the Apoſtle faies , the 
patterns of heavenly things ( which he 
calls worldly ) are purified with theſe 
legal ſacrifices 3 but heavenly things 
with better then ſuch. . Our Saviours 
diſcourſe of meats not defiling the man, 
but that which comes out of the heart 
only , confines things within their own 
kind, natural within natural, ſpiritual 
within ſpiritual, and their defilements 
are, peculiar to themſelves. Material 
thipgs cannot riſe above themſelves in 
what they pollute, they cannot _ 
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the man : All they do is within their 
Sphere, in which they 'roll out of one 
thing into another. Meats go in at the 
mouth , enter into the belly, and are 
caſt out into the draught : They run 
their round, and finiſh their motion 
among themſelves. To morrow blots 
out to day, andis it ſelf defaced by after- 
time. One thing wears off another, 
and all things are in the conſtant flux 
of the water, for their own purification, 
The body as it ſtands in a line with 
theſe things, is of no greater remark, 
the actions of it come 1ato no greater 
account, | 

But the ſpiritual ſtate is in all things 
great ,-the Laws of it are Royal ,' Laws 
of liberty, wiſdom, juſtice, and good- 
neſs , elder then time, as ancient to the 
world as the decrees for the Sea; and 
rain, for the way of Thunder; then 
were they ſearched out and declared to 
man 3 equal they are as the ballanceof 
the Clouds ; juſt as the weighes'for the 
winds, as the ſcales in which the moun- 
tains were weighed ; certain''as' the 
Trochees of Nature, ere it was out of 
tune. All theſe- have relation tb God, 
who 
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who is the head of this order, and gives 
a virtue and greatneſs to it. They are 
all everlaſting , and bear up themſelves 
conſolidate by Eternity. 

Man by his Soul is ſet in this heaven- 
ly world, and can no more remove him- 
ſelf out of it, then he can his body out 
of the material one, let his mind be ne- 
ver ſo high inits own elevation, it can- 
not keep the impreſſions of matter off 
from his earthy part z much leſs can he 
by ſenſuality untye his relation to ſpi- 
rituality, to which bis Soul knits him ſo 
faſt; God hiving given a touch and 
feeling, a ſenſe and judgment, though it 
be not improved. Whatever a Soul 
doth, or doth not, that is, wherein it re- 
fuſes, or through negle& minds not to 
at, becomes moſt momentany 3 for all 
partakes the ſpirituality of its pature, 
and receives beauty or deformity , pus 
rity or defilement from the powers of 
that Law within it. . A man cannot be 
a beaſt, though he degenerate like 
ONCE. % 

Sin then receiving force from the 
Soul that commits it , mounts the ſpiri- 
tual Creation, and reſts it ſelf in the 

world 
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world of Righteouſneſs, asa defilement 
in it adheres to it ;as death, deformity, 
ſickneſs, emptineſs, darknefs, do to the 
ſolid parts of the Creation ; and there- 
by challenge a place in this world, which 
yet in themſelves are nothing but the 
want of the due perfeCtion of the ſub- 
jet to which they adjoyn. 

Thus have we confidered theſe two 
worlds as diſtinct ; yet is there in this 
world an Ordo ad Spiritzalia, through 
which it is inclaſped under the Govern- 
ment of the higher , having a capaci 
to be ſublimated to ends above it (elf, 
which is as a cement betwixt them 
both 3 whence it comes to paſs, that fin 
deſcends upon the lower by negle&, or 
inverſion of the order wherein it ſtands: 
the firſt of which is to depreſs the works 
of God below his intention and aim at 
his own Holineſs io them , and is to diſ- 
anul it; the latter is to debauch the 
Creatures of God to luſt, blotting out 
his ſuperſcription , and ſetting that of 
fin in the room 3 and both are to build 
up evil grounded in matter tothe third 
Heaven. Thus though meats” cannot 
defile the man, yet the man may _ 

im- 
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himſelf by meats, and defile the meats ; 
as onthe other fide, meats commend 


him not to God ;; yet he may by a holy' 


uſe, by the Word,and prayer, commend 
himſelf , and fanQifie them : he is able 
by his Soul to touch them into gold, or 
to taint them with his own injparity. 
And this very innate power ', though 
a man never confiders it, nor behayes 
himſelf worthily by his judgment and 
caution of it , is yet the ſame as. to the 
ſubſtance, asif he:had a Soul never fo 
greatned and inlarged by improves 
ment, L1H, £10] 
When there is a defilement among 
ſpiritual things, every thing in the 
whole ſpiritual Nature keeps it extant; 
and puts: a ſeal upon it ; the certainty 
and. unchangeableneſs of thoſe: holy 
Laws the all-ſeeing Eye of God'; an in- 
finite mind and underſtanding; an infi- 
nite purity, an everlaſting Juſtice and 
Judge the conſent of the whole world 
of ſpirits with' him, the imtnortality 
of the Soul, from which the defilement 
Immediately riſes, and recoiling reſts. 
From whence it comes to paſs,that what 


men do with their Souls , they never 
loſe, 
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loſe, butlive in the mid(t of all theif 
aCtions, whether good or evil. For God 
keeping in force theſe Laws, retains and 
binds the Soul (inning under the ſenſe 
of what it hath done, and ſends down 
the charges of his wrath into the con- 
ſcience, and diſpatches puniſhments. as 
he pleaſes,ever preſerving inviolable re- 
cords of every tranſgreſſion, laid up 
within his own Juſtice, andregiſtred in 
the guilty breaſt, which ſucks in the air 
it hath breathed out, and ifevil,is (etled 
into a defilement ſo great, that nothing 
is pureto it, 

Let us then compute things,and when 
we find ſo many men in the:world, 
whoſe actions are going out-by hun- 
dreds and thouſands , having no bal- 
lance of righteouſneſs upon them , nor 
fitted by aby examination 3 but rolling 
down that great precipice and declivity 
of humane Nature all corrupted , not 
only with their own violence , 'but by 
the force of that power of darknefsthat 
concurs with thei , ._ what . muſt the 
amount of the impurity then be # :. 

T hat an. Eternal Judgment coynter- 
vails all this evil in number , weight, 
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and meaſure, ſhall be hereafter diſcour(- 
ed » But how Judgments take off the 
foulneſs of fin at preſent, is now to be 
conſidered 3 which may better be con- 
ceived by applying their efficacies to 
every of the particulars of its dehle- 
ment,in theſe following obſervations. 

1. That prime and eternal Holineſs, 
which with its Glory governs the ſpiri- 
tual order and beauty of things in a con- 
form Holineſs, Righteouſneſs , and Pu- 
rity, as their firſt conſtitution 3 when 
oftended by the fin of any of the proper 
ſubjects of it, is ſecondarily repaired by 
puniſhment upon the (inner. 

We may conſider this as abſtracted 
into its own molt ſpiritual Nature , or 
formed into Laws, and either way pu- 
niſhment repairs it. 

r. If in its own ſpiritual Nature we 
look upon it, there is a ſplendour in pu- 
nitive Juſtice, which is another mode 
of that Eternal Holineſs ſhewing it {elt ; 
it is the zeal and earneſt intention of it, 
meeting with any thing alteneand re- 
ceded from ir. 

The'wrath of God is the flame, or 
lIight-fire of his infinite purity, in conteſt 
with 
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r. If in its own ſpiritual Nature we 
look upon it, there is a ſplendour-in pu- 
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The'wrath of God is the flame, or 
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with iniquity; which gives ſuch a luſtre, 
that all the Earth is filled with this glo- 
ry, and is an accidental illumination of 
the ſuperior ſtate of things: For which 
had there been no place , undoubtedly 
all entrances of fin had been precluded: 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of God, that he 
willing to ſhew his wrath, and make his 
power known , endured with much 
long-ſuffering the veſlels of wrath fitted 
to deſtruction. Knowing how to give 
reparations to himſelt,, he permits to fin 
and finners a ſcope in their own aCtions : 
There is yet no communion betwixt 
light and darkneſs, only another kind 
of ethicacy of light. For that which en- 
dures not the approach of the leaſt evil, 
but by its own vigour and perfection 
throws it oft with abhorrence and dil- 
dain, can never be defiled ; but hath 
occaſion from evil to manifeſt its own 
intenſeneſs and ſupremacy, and preſerve 
in another way the ſame luſtre and 
greatneſs of the whole ſtate under 
it, 

2. If we conſider this Holineſs, as it 
is formed into Laws, whereia- the ſtate 
of it is more plain, the firſt honour ofa _ 
| I 2 Law 
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Law is obedience 3 if that be not paid, 
the ſecond is puniſhment, which keeps 
up the Majeſty and greatneſs of it, and 
even eſtabliſheth its authority 3 thoſe 
Laws being only weakned and infrin- 
ged by tranſgreſſion, which go unre- 
verged ; for then the power paſſes out 
of the Law, and ſettles in the tran(- 
greſſion, which from thence aſſumes an 
authentickneſs, and damnes the Law to 
an obſoletion. But if the Law bath the 
offender in its hand to deal ſeverely 
with, andto condemn, the power is ap- 
parently with it, & it can terrihe into its 
obſervation,thoſe whom it cannot allure 
by its direction, equity, and rewards 3 
which makes evil a feeble and weak 
thing : for whoever is bold 1n it , pre- 
ſumes upon his own ruine , not only 
ſerving without proteCion, but under 
the certain penalty of dying the death, 


-Thus a further potency of the Law is 


explained and opened, that elſe had 
lain hid at leaſt in theeffeCt, viz. that it 
cannot only command, but avenge. It 
is true, the natural deſire of every good 
Law is to be obeyed, and to have the 
hearts of men bura in innocent flames of 
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affection and devotion to it, rejoycing 
more in its power torule well , and do 
good : but when this is not accepted, 
the violater is ſtruck by the hand of it, 
that it may not betray its power to 
Anarchy and wickedneſs. All the Laws 
of God have therefore come armed into 
the world with threats and denuneia- 
tions of wrath , that the rebellions he 
foreſaw might not diminiſh ought from 
the greatneſs of them 3 and the Judg- 
ments that gave being to thoſe threats, 
and made them true thunderbolts, 
have come profeſledly to recompence 
the injuries done to his commands, and 
revenge their quarrel,that all may know 
There1s a Government inthe world. 

2, Judgments are a great expiation 
of the ſpiritual world it ſelf. God in- 
ſtruts the vicegerent powers under 
him to aſſoil themſelves and a Nation 
from community in piacular a&ions, by 
heaping the guilt upon the offenders 
head 3 which proceeding ſeparates the 
malefa@tor from the common maſs, and 
diſmembring him from the ſociety of 
which he was, diſintereſts that in the 
perpetration. This is the great mean- 
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- Ing of that excommunication recom- 


mended by theApoſtle as of ſo much uſe 
in the Church of God. This was the ſenſe 
of Sacrifices, in which beaſts commuted 
for men, attracted like common ſpon- 
ges, ſymbolical guilt upon themſelves, 
and bydeath or that ceremonial exile of 
the Scape-Goat, were thruſt out of the 
world for the atonement of it. As there- 
fore things ſet apart to holy ends, and 
diſtinguiſhed from the ordinary heap, 
were Nazarited to God ; ſoare perſons 
under this kind of devotion alſo, and 
have a more unhappy fſacredneſs upon 
them to his Juſtice, being hereinCathar- 
matical tothe reſt, put out from among 
them, & forced down into the common 
receptacles of impurity. For when un- 
clean things or perſons are reduced to 
their own place, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of Judas, they ceaſe to defile. We ſee 
throughout the world , pollution ariſes 
from the boldnels of things (that for 
their unworthineſs and impurity ought 
to be by themſelves, and bound in dark- 
neſs) appearing openly, and joyning 
with better company z or when that 
which is of a better alloy moves down- 
wards, 
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wards, and ſubmits it ſelf to mean al- 
lays 3 like the Sons of God falling in 
love with the daughters of men : Bur 
when noiſomneſs is ſtopped up in its 
own vaults, and caſt into its own lake, 
thoſe depurations preſerve the common 
air wholſome and * free, and the great 
complex isnot indamaged. 

That therefore which the Juſtice of 
man istoo little and weak for, God who 
hath a much widet | Jurisdiction, per- 
forms by extending his Anathematiſms, 
his greater or leſſer excommunications* 
( as to his Juſtice appertains ) upon 
greateſt Princes and Nations, till at laſt 
by that Anathema Maran-atha of caſt- 
ing into Hell, he makes a purgation ſo 
perfe&, that nothing out of it hath the 
leaſt breath or exhalation of that great 
Sewer upon it. For were not that ſe- 
,grepation to the very utmoſt, it would 
certainly have been an annihilation; ſo 
incompatible is the toul ſtate of things 
" with the pure, when brought to their 
everlaſting and incommurable point. 

3. God gives a period to evil, and 
iniquity comesto an end by his Judg- 
monts , Which ſometimes fall upon the 
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great Engineers, the workers of iniqui- 
ty, and either cauſing them to drink the 
wine of aſtoniſhment , that they have 
no further ſpirits and life for ſin, or cut- 
ting them off in the midſt of their work, 
force them to leave off to build their 
Babel ; ſometimes he takes from them 
the inſtruments and matter with which 
they areat work, ſo that they have no 
more to do; oxlaſtly, the very Scene 
or Stage '\upon v,_ eh. they are ating 3 
the. Cities and Vountries that bore 


* them, are as It were remoyed, Now 


when God doth any of theſe, there fol- 
lows a great filence of evil, anda ceſla- 
tion of the further defilement of it ; as 
a calm and ſtilneſs enſues, when great 
Tyrants that have wade a huge noiſe in 
the world, go down into the nether- 
moſt parts of the Earth, and Jay their 
Swords under their heads: or as when 
Cities that have filled that circuit of 
Earth they took up with. the ſound of 
their pomp and buſineſs, become a de- 
ſolation, an unwonted quiet ſucceeds 
there , even then there is a preſent ſtop 
upon that conſtant ſtream of wicked- 
neſs that ran along with the __ 
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of Princes and Cities in their flouriſh, 
tillas their power and greatneſs riſes in 
ſome other part of theworld , fo a like 


 Impiety grows up out of their ruines 


the whole courſe of time being ſpent in 
mowing down thoſegreat repullulations 
of fin that are no ſooner cut and gather- 
ed in one Age or place, but they 
ſpring in another, until the harveſt of 
the Earth is fully ripe , and the laſt 
time reaped by that ſickle that: leaves 
nothing to be done after it - till then 
Hiſtory ſwells with theſe deſcriptions, 
and prophetick Writings molt livelily 
repreſent ſuch vindemiations,and tothe 
ends we have now diſcourſed. 

4- Herein alſo are the Creatures 
freed from their unworthy ſervices; 
the righteous uſe that God makes of 
them , reſtoring them to that ſanity 
that ſtood in dedication to himſelf 3 in 
which, if they ſuffer a reſemblance of 
puniſhment, as they firſt received a 
ſeemingly culpable imitation of mans 
ſin, it is but purgatorial 3 for the whole 
Creation is by Judgments 1n a degree 
now, at: laſt perfectly freed from foil, 
and reſtored to its firſt and genuine 
clearnelſs, 5. Man 
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* 5, Manhimſelfwho is the defiler and 
moſt defiled, isled by affliction to puri- 
fication , if fin hath not eaten fo 
deepinto him , that he is become one 
with that accurſed thing , and fo him- 
ſelf fit robe made a curle, This uſeful- 
neſs of Judgments ſhall be diſpoſed into 
a diſtinCt head of reaſon. 


TO ————— 


CHAP. VIII. 


The ohes Reaſon expreſſes the connexion 
of theſe with Eternal Judgment. 


Reaſ. 3. Mm men may have aſlu- 


rances of Judgment to 
come; for theſe are but the little pieces 
and ſcalings ofthat great mountain of it 
with God, leſſer vials of that great 
Sea, which in favour to the world are 
diſtributed to forewarn it of the laſt 
day : In favour, I ſay, to the world, 
there being nothing o like moment to 
communicate to it either as a warning. 
againſt ſin, or obligation to repentance, 
ſeeing it is a Judgment that compre- 
hends all, whereas poſlibility of a” 


leſſens the motives from preſent puniſh- 
ment 5 
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ment 3 and alſo becauſe the ſettlement 
it wakes is upchangeable,but many out- 
live-their preſent calamities , or at leaſt 
are ranſomed from them by death. God 
therefore teaches us before-hand that 
ſo great vengeance. Theſe lefler ſums 
are arguments of that treaſure , for he 
that 15 infinitely rich, hath provided a 
great abundance of all things; and from 
a little we may argue thereis a whole 
Element of the ſame within his com- 
mand, when he ſees good, and that the 
like or greater reaſon calls for and re- 
quires 1t 1n| the ſame or greater mea- 
ſures : when God had uſe of the water 
for a deluge , not only that we fee ang 
account for, but unknown CataraQs 
were opened. There are hidden pow- 
ers in God to create things,of which we 
ſee no prints, nor areſo much as able to 
conceive , who are in every thing 
confined by what we ſee and know is 
done; becauſe of the little graſp of 
our mind, wecall into queſtion of im- 
poſſibility what we have never ſeen, 
and of improbability what we feldom 
ſce, That we may therefore be led to 
further conviction of ſuch a Jargon; 
tNEn 
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then the bare affirmation of it (though 
from him whoſe word is a Creation,that 
were enough ) God ſets the realities of 
it beforeus; in which we may behold 
allin alittle, as a man is drawn in an 
infant 3 and therefore he uſes to expreſs 
that little by the whole , that we might 
be the more acquainted with it - we ſee 
his power hereby to call to account 
whom he pleaſes, how, and when he 
pleaſes; he accuſtoms Nature to fre- 
quent diſlocations before that final re- 
move. And becauſe our incredulity of 
it is ſo much and fo faulty, belides our 
other demerits, like Zachary , we are 
confirmed by a puniſhment 10flicted on 
us for the time being : In our fleſh is 
rinted the certainty of an Eternal 
ne oa by a temporary one, God 
chaſtifiong our unbelief as well as our 
fios by this his hand 3 or as Chriſt evin- 
ced his pardoning authority in Heaven 
by his pardon of fins on Earth, that was 
by an aCt of his goodneſs expreſled in 
ſuch effects of it , as men upon Earth 
meaſure the power of caules by: So 
theſe his Judgments drawn down to us 
where we are, and compoſed to our pre- 
| ſent 
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ſent ſentiments , are the fitteſt demon- 
ſtrations of that which is as much above 
us as the Heaven above the Earth, & of 
that to comez of which we are always 
doubtful, whether it will be or no : For 
with ſlender reaſon can we diſpute a- 
gainſt the futurity of ſuch a Tribunal 
that is out of the reach of our calculati- 
on,whether it ſhal be or not(had we not 
a revelation of it)who are daily ſurpriz- 
ed with the wonders wrought before us, 
which we would not have believed, if 
they had been told us before they came 
to pals, though mach more near our 
Prognoſticks then the other. From 
whence we may well infer , All the de- 
clarations we have of theſe things from 
God, ſhall certainly be fulfilled 1n their 
ſeaſon ; fince things ſo unexpected to 
us, the ſearch of which, and their likeli- 
hoods of event is notſo far out of our 
depth, do yet appear , and all we have 
to ſay againſt them is but this, we never 
thought it. What may not then be, that 
is aſſured ſhall be in thoſe things we 
can pretend to no acquaintance with , 
though we are not aware of them 
before ? 
But 
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But further then this : when we ſce 
ſome times and perſons that have the 
marks of Judgment upon them, and that 
look as ſmitten of God 3 & others again 
that have no ſuch ſcars, and yet we can- 
not bur ſay, deſerve puniſhment, and 
often equally with the others : if there 
were not a Judgment to come, it would 
argue a partiality.in that Juſtice, which 
yet we know is ſo great and free, that it 
accepts no mans perſon for being great, 
nor byer-looks any as too (mall for its 

p CYC. 4 
"if there were -2ot a Judgment to 
come, and that univerſal, our Saviours 
diſcourſe , that we ſhould not rate fin 
and finners by their ſufferings here, 
would fall , when he ſays, All that do 
not repent ſhall periſh in like manner, 
that is , as notoriouſly as thoſe upon 
whoſe deſtruction the eyes of the world 
are ſet; and yet we fee many flagitious 
perſons paſſing impune out of this life, 
having given charity it ſelf no hopes of 
their penitence : His perſwaſtves of the 
neceflity of repentance from thence, 
would be of no force or ſtrength , it 
there were not a Judgment to \ you 
an 
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and a periſhing beyond all we ſee here. 

There were no place of Argument, 
if it- could eſtabliſh jt ſelf fo great 
againſt Divine Providence and Righte- 
ouſne(s, or againſt all Religion and 
Chriſtianity, as that which ſuppoſes, 
there is no everlaſting and final deter- 
mination further off then now.to recon- 
cile the great inconſiſtencies of things 
with their diſorders, which do but ſeem 
to be, becauſe there is a Judgment, but 
would indeed be, if there were none. 

If then there be ſuch a day of God, 
and his righteous Judgment, and the 
lefſer afts of it deſerved meflengers of 
ſo immediate a miſſion, ſealed often with 
miracles ; that which is ſo much great- 
er, and in which all is ſummed by pro- 
portion, ſhould have the moſt ſolema 
embaſlie 5 accordingly God takes care, 
for the Dotrine of it is delivered by his 
Son, and confirmed by his Reſurrection 
from the dead. 

All the Judgments of God from the 
very beginning down to the end, offer 
themſelves as the premonitions of that 
Day 3 the eldeſt Prophets ſpake of it, 
Enoch the ſeventh from Adam ſaid, oo 
Lor 
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Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his 

Saints;z. and the moſt ancient of -Judg- 
ments, the Angels thrown into chains 
of darkneſs , declare the Judgment of 
that great Day 3 becauſeit is theacquit- 
tal of Providence that hath. ſeemed 
crooked here, while it hath run through 
the mazes of the froward atd ſtrange 
ways of men , and therefore appeared 
as confuſed and intangled as they. God 
not depending upon time, as an-unque- 
ſtionable or indiſputable repreſentation 
of his Rule of the world, hath thought 
_ It worthy. of himſelf. to provide by a 
laſt Judgment to aſloil. his Government 
of it from all poſſible calumny,by-ſhew- 
10g the greatneſs of his skill then., 1n 
thoſe crols.lines , thoſe ſhades and lights 
that encounter one another now, and 
look like, perplexity.:and errour in the 
parts, but.in the whole picture will pre- 
ſent adorable wiſdom, excellent in this 
above all, that it hath made'every thing 

with ſuch -aſpe&s upon this: end of 
things, and with ſuch diret motions to 
this center ; If that therefore were ta- 
ken away, the ſeveral lines and paths in 
the world would lead no whither; bw 
re 
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reſt any wherez and not only ſo , buf 
the great points of Chriſtianity leaning 
upon/ this Poſtulare', would fall. As 
therefore God doth indeed haſten all 
things hither, that they might not wan- 
der over-long , though by a meaſure of 
rime, that ſeems tediousto us, yet with- 
out any delay in himſelf, orin the thing 
it ſelf : For yet alittle time, and he that 
ſhall come, will come , and will not tar- 
Ty : So doth he ſupport the inclining 
faith of men concerning it with all rea- 
ſonable aſſurances of it ; that what it 
will fully do at laſt ,. it may proportio- 
nably do now, if it benot wiltully dif 
believed and {lighted. 


—— 


CHAP. IX. | 
Fourth Reaſon, expreſſing the Government 
of the World falling m with Judg- 


ments. 


| Hen from the fins of men, and 
Gods Government over them, 

ariſe thoſe reaſons of Judgment of ſo 
deep. an Intereſt, in his Righteouſneſs 
and Gocdne(s, as we have already gi- 
K ven, 


ven, and ſhall yet add; it is no; way” 


diſhonourable to Godto interpoſe, this, 


as.one account of Judgments, That--he 
takes occaſion from hence to variegate 
his adminiſtration and providence, and 
to adorn that great Table of Time with 
thoſe mixed colours , which when ſeen 
at that true light we laſt ſpoke of, will 
refle&t the beauty of infinite under- 
ſtanding and wiſdom , as-in a curious 
piece of Tapeſtry, the pleaſure of which 
15 its well [placed diverſity, when we 


ſee it on the right ſide, and fully in- 


folded. till then it may ſeem an un- 
$killful confuſion. God, I ſay, takes 
advantage from the fins of men thus to 
govern the world by his Judgments, 
not that there was any thing new to 


Providence in the breaking out of fin, - 


that it did not-think of before :- yet it 
became. the infinitely good and. holy 
Creator to give the firſt model of things 
anſwerable to himſelf ,, and whenout of 
deep Counſel he determined to ſuffer a 
perturbation, even then to-undertake 
the guidance of thoſe. many croſs and 
unruly motions, thatcertainly fall out 
upon ſo great a diſorder for the _— 

1 - 
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diſplays of his Eternal underſtanding, 
As the skill ofthe Painters hand may be 
as great , and appear far greater, the 
ſudden varieties giving an advantage, 
andthe difficulty enhanfing the Arr, 
when he draws a confuſion, then when 
he ſhadows an accompliſhed piece of 
order ; and the prudence of a Leader 
more known, when it turns it ſelf to 
every accident, in a mutiny or 'ungo- 
verned medley , then when it leads a 
well-governed Army, and only keeps 
pace with the known Rules of Military 
Diſcipline. Tr 1s firſt moſt natural to 
God torule , and to rule with infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs; next having per- 
mitted things to diſtemper through the 
fin of man, to over-rule that very di- 
ſtemper, to ſet off the excellency of his 
own conduct by it : For when the fins 
of men-have brought it to that paſs, that 
there muſt be Judgments, it is moſt 
worthy of God ; that by them the 
ſtate of the world ſhould be alſo ma- 
naged , which if that caſe had not been: 
put , ſhould have been conducted by 
mercy only. But now Judiciary Pro- 
vidence is a bridle, that God puts into 
K-2 the 
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the mouth of humane affairs , and turns 
about the whole body of them how fu- 
rious and fiery foever : It is a Helm 
with which he wheels about the moſt 
bulkie ations, and driven of boiſterous 
winds , raging and impetuous paſſions : 
It rolls' down States and Governments, 
and carries huge mountains of times 
and ſeaſons before it, Dominion 1s 
whirled about to ſeveral points 3 Mo- 
narchies are daſhed in pieces, that could 
have preſeribed for themſelves, and 
others riſe out of their aſhes, He dt- 
vides the Nations, and the everlaſting 
Hills bow themſelves 3 he weighs and 
meaſures out Princes 3 he gives the 
Earth to whom he pleaſes ; he ſhews his 
ſigns and tokens in Heaven and Earth 
by his Judgments, and in theſe things 
none can ſtay his handetther with pow- 
er , feeing every thing depends upon 
him 3 nor by reaſon or pleas of right, 
ſeeing all that he gave is forfeited back 
znto his hand by tin. Of this reaſon of 
Judgments Scripture is not at all filent, 
but avows with higheſt confidence the 
tranſlation of things according to the 
pleaſure of God, who worketh all things 

after 
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after the counſel of his will 3 who crea- 
ted all things, and for whoſe pleaſure 
they 'are and were created, and yet he 
never moves them from their reſt, but 
with juſt reſpeQs to fin; for he takes 
pleaſure in righteoufneſs. The righteous 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and his 
Throne, the Emblem of his Dominion, 
hath its habitation as well in equity as 
Judgment, and exerciſe of power. 


— 


CHAP. X 


Fifth Reaſon, expreſſing the uſefulneſs of 
Judgments to reform, 


Reaſ. ih Me they may be forcible 


recommendations of re- 


pentance and reformation; which ac- 


count of them removes them from 
Mount $iz4#, and places them upon 
Mount 870n4 like thole precepts that 
were firſt given with all circumſtances. 
of terrour, and after adapted into the 
mildneſs and gentleneſs of the Evange- 
lick Law. For there is nothing where- 
in'God is more gracious to ma, then in 


| thoſe advantages he gives himto return, 


K3 ro. 
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-to a right mind : when he takes thoſe 


methods that are rough and ſeverein 
themſelves, and makes uſe of them for 
medicine , they loſe whatever is hard 
andgrievousinthem, & are even chuſe- 
ſable thus far,. That it is more to be de- 
fired God ſhould chaſtiſe, and not hate 
us, then with a greater indignation and 
revenge not be angry with us. It is 
better we ſhould paſs through his fire, 
then be unpurged, and even boiled in 
his Cauldron,melred in his Furnace,and 
brayed in his Mortar, then remain in 
our -own impenitency , droſs, and 

folly. | 
God the belt as he is the greateſt, in 
thoſe things wherein he is moſt potent, 
is alſo moſt benigne, and therefore caſts 
beams of his goodneſs upon his moſt 
dreadful. diſpoſes : He made not the 
night without ſome beauties of the day. 
As the Father of Heaven and Earth,and 
more peculiarly of the ſpirits of -men, 
he takes care of his: off-fpring and fa- 
mily with the bowels-of the Father of 
.mercics., But then as the infinite Holi- 
neſs, as the Ruler and . Judge of all the 
world, he plants all his works, even of 
mercy, 
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qorey , in righteouſneſs - from both 
which ariſe a diſcipline moſt conduci- 
bleto the participations of his Holineſs, 
guiding us firſt by Rules , aid after ad- 
moniſhing us by correQiohs, 'and re- 
ducing us by chaſtiſements, Which are 
moſt proper ads of a paternal'Govern- 
ment. 

This ſweetens and mollifies thoſe 
more awful reſpe&ts he carttes upon 
the warld , as ſupreme in his Dominion 
and Judgment, - though even in thoſe, 
it 5 agteeable with .increated' mercy to 
leave, nothing ufitryed and without its 
experiment , that 'might conduce his 
Creaturesz much more, as he governs 
the world' in a Mediator , all his rela- 
tions to mankind are infinitely endear- 
ed and made kinder by the preſence of 
God with us. ; * 

While this reaſon of all others doth 


moſt , not only vindicate, but addulce 


and commend theſe ſeverities of God to 

as”, becauſe it ſtands fo fair with all his 

Attributes , and Jeyel with the good of 

man,wewill take a freer account of 
the uſe of Judgments under it. 

In' the general we may underſtand, 
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thre isnothing in the works of God, ſo 
thin or volatile, as for ſight only, but 
would imbody & fix it ſelf in uſe.ln Na- 
ture itſelf, thoſe things which afford us 


only ſpeculation , becauſe we have not 


the Mechanicks of them in our own 
hand, nor any Engines to move them 
with, are yet in their own place full of 
that common labour and induſtry ( S0- 
lomon ſpeaks of) to ſervethe world,and 
by the ſcrews of one thing upon ano- 
ther, faſtned on them in Creation, they 
are applyed more effeCtually to com- 
monends , then thoſe that are elabo- 
rated by our ſelves , and carried by our 
endeavour and art__to the private ends 
of our-neceſlity and. pleaſure. * 
' In RelgoOghc molt myſterious parts 
of it , and which, wethiok furtheſt re- 
moved from ation, are yet indeed the 
pillars of it, and richeſt ſprings. of. a 
heavenly converſation ; like the ſupe- 
rior bodies,” that being far above us, are 
7et the ſource of all the vigour and 
uiefiilne(s of moral precepts , thaf, as 
fy Earth; are nearer us. | | 
'' Judgments are yet tnoſt evidently 
deligned” for our praQice ; for Ce 
L128 06- i hene ed 
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ſee) all: approaches of pain quicken to 
ſome kind of action , and, diſcuſs that 
lethargick humour that benummes and 
deads us; nothing ſtands ſtill to feel 
and contemplate its own miſery : and 
when this is underſtood to be the ad- 
men{uration of ſo knowing and juſt a 
hand as Gods, it calls us to ads that 
become us 3 and while it calls us, it 
alſo. excites us, and after a phyfical 
manner, diſpoſes us ro thoſe reſpects to 
his counſels and ends in adminiſtriog 
puniſhment. According to which No- 


tion we ſhall propole our following me- 


ditation herein. 
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CHAP, XI. 
Of the Uſe true Reaſon may make of the 
aſſurance Senſe bath of the Evils we 
; call Judgments; and how far it. 
way advance toward Chri- 


ftianity. 


Efoxe we enter upon the more di- 
rect powers of Judgment in order 
to practice , let us ſee what will neceſla- 
rily follow from Gods ſetting ſuch a 
2 thing 
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thing as Adverſity in the world, and 


- what advantages to the DoQtrine of 


Chriſtianity, as worthy all a ation, 
will flow from this naked conſideration 
by eafie inferences; as conſeCaries from 
Principles: | | 

We will then take but thus much, 
that is moſt undoubted : That humane 
condition is very obnoxious to 'unhap- 

ines and miſery'; whether we confider 
it as united into Communities ,- or 'bro- 
kenintofſiogle perſons. It 1s a great re- 
ceipt of trouble,man is born to it, as the 
ſfparksflye upward. All Hiſtories, Ages, 
Families , Perſons, and Sets of men are 
agreed-in this, becauſe it is evident to 
ſenſe. 

Our ſenſes are thoſe agents and emiſ- 
ſaries of our Souls , that we moſtrruſt, 
and in-whoſe intelligence we tnoſt eafi! 
ſettle, and with. leaſt doubt. God hat 
therefore taken care Religion ſhould 
have ſome foundation here, evenin the 
certain and unquelſtionable aſſurance of 
ſenſe. ; Pry 

That it is appointed to all men once 
todye, is a reſolution of unexceptiona- 
ble experience 3 and upon this, _ 

thens 
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thens have raiſed great ſtructures -of 
moral wiſdom and practice. That there 
is a world of creatures in ſo'great a va- 
riety, and yet framed with aſpefts up- 
on, and ſubordinacies one to another, 
is 1n no mans power to deny : all. our 
ſenſes bring us every moment ſtron 
aſſurances of theſe things , like one poll 
after another , that Scepticiſm about 
| them is but a ridiculous'madneſs. How 
do theſe preſs to the acknowledgment 
of a God / peſtilences, famines, deſola- 
tions by war, and the miſeries attend- 
ing them, are ſuch known things tous, 
that we cannot doubt. And how do 
theſe urge to the awe of a Juſtice! -For 
upon this indubitable Philoſophy ' of 
ſenſe, fall in thoſe common notions, 
wherein man is taught,by reading, what 
is written in his heart. ' They come into 
the former , as light upon the Fabrick 
of the world , that ſhews us the uſe and 
ends of every thing, and invites toafti- 
on. And theſe have-'as ready an aſſent 
in mans Soul, and would have as general 
an agreement of mankind in them, as 
the other , were it notthat men finding 
them inthe way of their irreligious and 
ſenſual 
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ſenſual pradtice, are neceflitated to call 
them into queſtion , as far as they can, 
'and accuſe them of incertainty or fal- 
ſhood , which firſt impeach their ways 
of folly, and condema them of wicked- 
nels. For the Law is a continual griet 
to them that are out of the way. From 
hence diſcourſes to the diſhonour of 
ſuch awful Heſts have a pleafingneſs, 
ard give advantage to thoſe that affect 
a reputation by diſlenting from the 
malt received Principles, to ſpeak of 
them, as if they were the common 
cheats into which the herd of people are 
either driven, or' abuſed 3 while they 
to whoſe lives ſuch Harangues are ſer, 
cannot indeed. believe what they ſeemto 
admire ſo much. But when we conſider, 
the great ſentiments of Religion have 
their trucſ} reverence for their relation 
ta.another world ; and few think, bur 
that the preſent might be well enough 
managed without them, beiog altoge- 
ther careleſs of the other : It is not ro be 
conceived , how they are continued fo 
certain among men-in ſpight of the 
combination againſt them , if they had 
not an evidence inmans Soul, palt: the 
cun- 
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cunhing of any deſign poſſibly to ins 
faſe or remove: Not to mention the 
exotick Characters of them in thoſe 
parts which have had no commerce 
with the learned world , moſt reaſona- 
bly to be ſuſpefted of ſuch artifice; 

But we will firſt reaſon upon that 
acknowledgment, which bears no dif- 
ference of opinion : That is, 

There are ſach univerſal unhappi- 
neſfles in the world, which comprehend 
greateſt Powers,and Bodies of men, be- 
[des thoſe that graſp more frequently, 
and with greater liberty , private fami- 
lies and perſons. Touching which we 
will alſo ſuppoſe a while , that they are 
no more then certain revolutions and 
conjunCtions , or but the play and ſpore 
of things againſt humane condition. 

And rajfivg things no higher then 
thus, yet we ſhall find ſo much towards 
| God and Chriſtianity, even hereby in- 
troduced, upon but a wiſe and manly 
computation of things , that will make 
the reff much moreeaſie, and ſurprize 
us with the reaſonableneſs of the whole 
beyond imagination , that ſenſe could 
have contributed ſo much to yg. 

or 
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For/what manof Soul can deny , but 
\ that ſeeing all worldly things are fo in- 
conſtant, and ſo often adverſe ; humi- 
lity ;indifferency to the world, and the 
happineſs of it; ſobriety, a temperate 
ufe of all things , contentment with our 
condition, patience, are virtues created 
even -of neceflity ? and if theſe were 
admitted and received in their full 
ſtrength , how eafie would the aſcent 
from them to the higher Principles of 
Religion be He that is thus initiated, 
would find freer approach to the my- 
ſiteryof Godlineſs, and take the Dye of 
it by being thus coloured firſt. 
_ And yet, except we ſhall count all 
but dream and miſtake; that ever hath 
rien from the Soul and ſenſe of man- 
kind 3 except there be no ſuch things 
as reaſon and diſcourſe-, 'theſe things 
- muſt bereceived. And ſurely the ope- 
rations of our minds concerning them, 
are as plain, and commanding, as that 
we have bodies, and that-they have 
motion, and are ſubje@ to ſuch-imprel- 
{ions as they are. | 

'Ler us further argue herein, leaving 
our {tit} the ſuppolition of a God and 
| his 
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his\ Judgments - And what can we take 
inſtead of what I have propoſed, but the 
Senſualiſts, Let us eat and drink, for to 
morrow 'we dye 3 let us crown our 
ſelves with Roſe-buds before they be 
withered 3 that is, let us ruffle as high as 
we can inall manner of pleaſure and 
ſenſual fruition how impure ſoever, 
while we have ſeaſon, and ina moment 
godown to the dead: Letus take the 
mirth and jollity the preſent time af- 
fords, not fore-ſtalling unhappineſs with 
preconceipts of it ; and when worſe 
comes , let us bear it as well as we can, 
but throwfrom us all thoſe fantomes of 
a mind or virtuous conſideration, as if 
they were only air, and breath for their 
truth; and of no ſerviceto man, bur to 
torture and deprive him of all enjoy- 
ment, 

Now this doth ſo violently deſpoil a 
man of all he can be ſuppoſed to have an 
underſtanding given himfor, and turns 
him into the condition of a beaſt, that 
it cannot ſeem credible, man ſhould 
have powers given him, and poſſibilities 
of confideration above ſuch a ſtare, and 
pothiog atall to do with them. We ſee 

In 
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ip all other creatures. their a@ibn and 
their powers are equal, except wecould 
imagine, that beaſts have phanſiesand 
contemplations of things of a bigher 
ſtate then their own. <7 
. But who that hath not forfeited all 
ſober face, dares owne ſo brutiſha life, 
who doth not deteſt ſuch a debaſement 
of reaſon, that it ſhould either have no- 
thing todo, orno more then ſenſe can 
do in the Beaſts 2 TIS G5 

| Yet leſt this ſhould be too mnch to 
be confident upon, we will only ſay, 
There is a great diſpoſition in the mind 
and Soul of man , that isnever fo little 
opened and unfolded by ingenuity ; 
education , or obſervation of it (elf, to 
improve it,and compoſe it ſelf by reaſon 
to an excellency ſtanding in virtue and 
mgnanimity , to caſt the accounts of 
evil, publick or private ;, and to ſecure 
it ſelf firſt by moderation and with- 
drawment from all theſe qutward 
thingszthen by the better enrichments of 
{elf with knowledge and goodnels: 
laſtly, to flanck it ſelt with patience and 
refolution , that it may be defended on 
every fide againſt whatevercan befal it 
bn the right hand or the left. That 
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' That men of Philoſophy have flown 
this pitch without any tincture of Chri- 
ſtianity , or-colour of the DoGtrine of 
the Scriptures upon them , is enough 
known: That they have diſcourſed of 
greatning their ſpirits againſt all aſſaults 
of Fortune, of conſtancy of mind raiſed 
upon the confidence of a mans native 
excellency, and domeſtick riches,out of 
the reach of all extern diſorder, thoſe 
writings of theirs ſo much magnified, 
and worn by every hand, teſtifie. 

Furthermore, ſieing every man feels 
within him an Impetus to purſue that 
firſt-born defire to be happy z he that 
goes about it conſiderately, muſt needs 
tind , There can be no ſuch thing as 
happineſs in the outward man, whoſe 
condition is ſubject toevery change. 

The room of the body is indeed too 
narrow and cloſe, the receipts of it too 
dark and pent, to entertain fo great a 
preſence as happineſs z but beſides this, 
the accelles are too open to pain and 
miſery, the ſound and noiſe of all kind of 
diſturbance is ever about it, and one 
rime or other the things crowd in upon 
Ic. But happineſs is even, and all alike 3 

L ir 
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it is a confiſtency , a perpetuity, or no- 
thing : A perpetuity, that at this time 
we date not into Eternity , but allow 
that to be ſo, which fills up its own 
meaſure, and runs out toits own utmoſt 
length; that in this caſe we allow to be 
{o, that is commenſurate with the pre- 
ſent life and being inthe world. But it 
1s impofhible to preclude the preſſures 
of evil from this moment”; for no man 
can tel} how ſoon a diſeaſe bred within 
his own walls, ſhall wage a waragainſt 
him , and blaſt all his contentments z 
how immediately a violence from with- 


out ſhall rob him of what moſt pleaſes 


- Whoever then will lodge any 
fuchthing as a felicity: within himſelf, 
muſt retire it into this appartment of 
his Soul; and himſelf ſequeſtred from 
body, and diſſolved from it , maſt- re- 
treat into ſpirit, that he may enjoy it : 
He mult forfake all things beyond the 
tineof mind, and looking upon them 


as the daily iprey of every contingent, 


be wholly unconcerned what becomes 
of them ; though he nſes them while 
they are to be had, yet with greateſt in» 


diflerency, coolneſs, and freedom from 


them, 
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them, .and even then deſpiſing them , 
when he ſeems to enjoy them. He muſt 
bear the ſtrokes of evil with. that part 
alone upon which they fall, and never 
let them touch his mind. In the mean 
time he muſt raiſe and ennoble his Soul, 
and carry all kind of treaſure ingo it, 
that is proper for it 3 he muſt fortifie, 
nd environ it on every fide with cou- 
rage and longanimity 3 he muſt watch, 
that-it be not betrayed by luſt or inor- 
dinate affection , nor, made weak and 
falſe by ſuch correſpondencies which 
do.not only open an avenue to ſuffer- 
ing, but leave a guilt behind them 3 of 


oo” oo  ” '» 


-... 


of which, though we . ſuppoſe no bigher 
# | Judge then himfelf, yer the. reyerence 
of | he owesto his own authority, and the 


ſeverity he feels from himſelf, when 
that is offended ,  obliges him to inno- 
CENCY.., - 

Thus while he bath. a being in the 
world , he maintains it in., peace and 
greatneſs; firſt not taken and decoyed 
out.of himſelf by the general applauſe 
of. pleaſures , riches, and hohours, he. 
hears.in. the world; nor funk below 
himſelf,when he finds any of theſe gone, 
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whoſe ſervice heaccepted , fo as tobe 
well without them , though he did not 
moroſely refuſe them', but either when 
through their own \inconſtancy they 
change their maſter , or are compelled 
to leave him 3 he is yet the ſame he was, 
livivg in himſelf, and ſupplyed in all 
things by himſelf : For he hath taken 
the elevation of every thing in the 
world , andof hisown Being 3 he hath 
ſet down the incertainty of theſe things, 
and therefore he 1s not amazed at what 
he expected ; he hath taken the eſti- 
mate of wiſdom and vertue, and finds 
them invaluablein their price, unmove- 
able in their naturez his buſineſs is 
therefore to fabricate his mind for them: 
Theſe are his happineſs, that do not feel! 
the pain of a diteaſe, the cruelty of a 
ſword, the pinches of a famine y his Soul 
is the Cabirtet of them , that nothing 
from without can either find or touch, 
while it keeps it ſelf diſtin, and alone 
from the body , which it viſits by a ne- 


_ ceſſary charity and care of it, but dares 


not mix with rt, leſt it firſt be inſecured 
with its luſts, and after infefted with its 


Thus 


___ miſery, 
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Thus hath Reaſon in the dark; and 
unenlightned by Sacred Truth, lt out 


m happineſs, and having enough from 
4 i ſenſe, that it could not be out of the 
s, & Soul, hath placed it within. Butif there 


be no better ſtate beyond this life, who 
feels not a compaſſion, that ſuch a'man 
as hath been deſcribed,muſt dye; that (ov 
great a Soul that can prote@ it ſelf, 
while it is in motion and ation , muſt 
yet be ſuppreſſed by death ; that he 
whoſe reaſon and magnanimity endures 
the torture, muſt yet be (ilenced and 
ſtupified by Fate ! Who doth nat wiſh 
that Soul ſhould out-live that body in a 
perfecter ſtate, that lived now ſo much 
aboveand beyond it £ Yea, who would 
not defire that that Soul that had ſo 
well commanded a body, ſhould have a 
glorious one to ſhine in, and that out of 
the aſhes of that body in which ſuch a 
Soul dwelc, and taught it virtue , an- 
other more perfect ſhould riſe? 

In the mean time, would not juft 
cauſe of complaint ariſe , if Fortune or 
a blind courſe. of things, ſhould have 
any diſpoſe of, but the outfide of ſuch a 
man ? Who would not defire there 

L 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be a God , who with kill firſt 
exerciſes virtue into a luſtre , and then 
rewards it 2 Who that hath any love to 
virtue, would not bewail it , if there 
were no other difference between virtue 
and vice, then what is ſeen here ; and 
rejoyce in an Eternal Judgment that 
would illuſtrate and crown it £ Who 
would not wiſh virtue ennobled with 
the love of ſo bleſſed a Being as God, 
and that it ſhould be made more confi- 
derable by pleaſing him z that it ſhould 
be enriched by the knowledge of Jeſu 
Chriſt; ſo great an Exemplar of it in ou 
nature ; that it ſhould be aſſiſted by 
the bleſſed Spirit of Grace, without 
which it cannot ſuſtain it ſelf? And 
who that behaves himſelf thus in the 
world (as we have deſcribed) can but 
thiok the Principles of Chriſtianit 
would beſt fit his purpoſe and manne 
of life, and therefore be willing to ef 
ouſe them ? For though this we have 
inſiſted upon, be alla mancan do, anc 
that he muſt do to retain any thihg 0 
the hotour of a man; it 1s yet bu 
poor and unhappy , if ſeparated fro 
the hopes and promiſes of immortality 
| ver 
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very jejune and cold, when alone ; vir-. 
tue without Chriſtianity is but like the 
temporary and 'periſhing things of the 
world, that make a blaze , and then go 
out. Though that of virtue be the 
pureſt, yet it is as ſoon quenched by 
death ; and while itis, it wants mach 
of the true alloy and reaſon -. For fo 
great an object of goodneſs, whom con- 
tinually to love and adore, ſo great a 
Spectator and Judge, fo gracious a Fa- 
ther of Spirits , and their excellent en- 
dowments, as God, makes as great a 
difterence in thele things, as the light of 
the Sun doth in the world , compared 
with the light of the Moon 3 and as the 
influences of the one ſurpaſs thoſe of 
the other , ſo do the virtues falling 
from the knowledge of God and Jeſus 
Chriſt , excel thoſe chiller irradiations 
of Moral Diſciplines , when ſeparated - 
from Diviner Fire. 

But we have thus far argued from the 
ſentiments of Morality upon Senſe, that 
we might from thence conclude ; Seeing 
thereisno ſecurity for man in his com- 
pounded ſtate of Body and Soul, and 
that yet the appetite of man contends 
L 4 | ts 
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towards happineſs with ſo much ear- 
neſtneſs , he muſt either be a beaſt ſtj- 
fliog all motions but of ſenſe , and the 
juſt preſent ſatisfaCtion ; ſo that he may 
enjoy himſelf, when things are well,and 
ſuffer as a beaſt , when evil falls upon 
a. without any agitation of a mind ; 
or elſe he muſt be an Angel, removing 
his chief intereſts out of the body. | 

This wiſe men, withour any filpicion 
of ſubordination from Chriſtianity, con- 
feſled, and therefore the ground on w* 
true Religion ſtates all things, mult needs 
be to Morality , that 1s not ſullen and 

rejudiced , the moſt acceptable : For 
fageſt Ethicks(guided by Chriſt indeed, 
as Cyrwss by God, though they knew 
him not) acknowledged this concluſion 
of the matter, That there muſt be ſome 
higher end of men then the body, and 
that all his condition muſt be reſigned 
to that 3 and hereupon waded as tar as 
they could into thoſe deeper Doftrines 
ofthe Immortality of the Soul, a Judg- 
ment, a future ſtate, beſides that which 
was much opener to them, the acknows 
ledgment of the Firſt Being, God, 
Now he that upon theſe grounds 
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dyes to his fleſh to live in his Soul , is 
not far from the Kingdom of God and 
Chriſt 3 which teaches a man.to deny 
himſelf , and ſow his preſent lifeto let it 
dye asa grain of wheat, which except it 
dye, abides alone (that is)can never be 
_ more then it is, but loſes it (elf at 
laſt ; whilſt that which ſubmits it ſelf ro 
a ſhortdeath, in expeCation of a better 
zelurreCtion, propagates it ſelf to Eter- 
nity. 

The aſſurances of Everlaſting life at 
the end, and in the meantime that no 
imaginable thing , either height or 
depth, life or death , what is prelent or 
to come, ſhall ſeparate from that love of 
God in Chriſt, which makes more then 
a Conqueror io all, are true grounds of 
the happineſs of wan , and only ſufh- 
cient herein, 

All theſe Chriſtianity hath the honour 
toreveal, and yet Morality hath fo 
great need of to impe it (elf with, that 
if jt were it ſelf alone, it muſt needs 
adore this Revelation ; however as it 
is blended in men with corruption of 
Nature , and planted among thoſe roots 
of bitterneſs that ſpriog up and defile it, 

| It 
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it may profeſs an emnity z yet certainly 
3s thoſe Heathen Princes paid a reve- 
rence to' that God that had foretold 
their ſucceſſes by his Prophets, ſo it is 
impoſſible but all wiſe uſe of reaſon 
muſt” teeds fay of the Dofrine of 
Chriſt ,' There is a divine thiog in it, 
ſeeing it doth not only eſtabliſh the 
ſame rules of life with that reaſon, but 
advances the encouragements of them 


to the very Heavens. 


CHAP, XIL 


Of the much bigher Elevation of Reaſon 
into Chriſtianity, received from the 
izprovement bf innate and re- 
vealed Principles concerning 
Judgments. 


T TlItherto we have from evidence of 
ſenſe ſtated things, as if man find- 

ipg them in a poſture generally adverſe 
to him , were by his own wiſdom and 
virtue to make the beſt of himfelf, and 
to riſe by it, as much above the condi- 
tion of the creatures below him, ag his 
underſtanding exceeds theirs : and dif- 
gourſing 
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cour ſing thus, we have fathomed' the 
excellencies of Chriſtian Religion, 
without which Morality finks yery low, 
But we come now into a debate apon 
thoſe Principles ingraffed in mans heart, 
heightned by the Word of God. even 
as the ſenſitive Soul is elevated by the 
preſence of the rational 3 oras the rea- 

/ ſon is advanced by the Spirit of God in- 
habiting it, viz. That there 1s a God, 
an Eternal condition, that all calamities 
upon humane Nature are from God and 
his Juſtice for fin. £ 

And who that is wiſe would leave fo 
ſtrong a ſenſe as his Soul hath of theſe 
things, unſatisfied , unanſwered ? Or 
why ſhould a man be truly dealt with 
by hiseye and ear, his taſt and touch, 
and that common ſenſe that weilds 
them”, and deceived by that inward in- 
telligence, his mind? Why ſhouldit be 
true , there are wars, plagues, &c. and 
that theſe are grievous and deſtructive 
and nor” be true, that God puniſhes 
bythem? Senſe is ſure of the one, 1n- 
nate reaſon of the- other 3 the reports 
of which are as confident and earneſt, 
and if heeded, moſt prevailing and et- 
| | fective : 
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. fetive : For as the ay of men 
believe ſenſe about-its own objects, fo 
do they acknowledge theſe Principles 
even againſt themſelves , when 1n their 
evil aftionsthey wander from them. If 
evil praftice betaken for an argument 
_— good Principles, why is not 
ſelf-condemnation for that evil pra- 
Qice,a much ſtronger argument on their 
fide, eſpecially _ it is taken for no 
ſufficient Plea againſt aſſurance of ſenſe, 
that men moſt confiderable disbelieve 
it, and a contrary to it ( wherein it 
pretends beyond it (elf againſt -truer 
dictates)that they may obey the ſadder 
reſolves of thejr minds ? Or who thart is 
any thing ſuſpitious and cxaminative, 
as every man inthis wilderneſs of things 
| hathreaſon to be, would be careleſs of 
ſo valuable and reverend aRecord as the 
Word of God # which he ſees fo great 
and wiſe a part of men for ſeveral Ages, 
have had luch an aweof, and found fo 
great anefficacy in. Every one canſcious 
of reaſon in himſelf, cannot but attend 
to him that ſpeaks gravely and ratio- 
vally, and think him worthy to be 
heard, and the more, when he knows 
he 
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he is eſteemed and attended to by thoſe 
of whom he is bound to think, if he 
have underſtanding himſelf,they have it 
alſo. But moſt of all in this caſe,he hath 
cauſe to beware how he deſpiſes, when 
he converſes with that ſo venerable a 
repreſentation of things, that vouches 
it ſelf to be divine, and 1s ſo received by 
ſo great and grave an Aſſembly , as the 
Church of God in all Ages 3 into which 
if ' he paticntly and ſeriouſly inquire, 
and adviſe with it, he ſhall find ſuch an 
auguſt preſence of truth in it, that he 
mult needs acknowledge. more then 
humane, For as men print their Souls, 
and the ſtrength of reafon they carry, 
into their writings, and he that reads 
them intelligently , traces the ſagacit 
of that mind that moved in them, gild: 
ing its own paths; fo is the wiſdom of 
God to be found in his Word, and that 
ower and ſenſe of mans Soul that 
judges of things divin2 , as reaſon in ge- 
neral doth of rationa}, will ſay, God is 
init of a truth. 

Let us then obſerve the Oracles of 
our own minds, and thoſe livelier of the 
Scripture concerning Judgments, ol 
waat 
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what, muſt neceſlarily be inferred from 
Firſt, it is plain from hence, affiition 
* hathoo roatof its own, nor doth it rife 
up.\out of the duſt 5 it is not oply the 
unavoidable claſh of things one againſt 
another,,. but all the pas ek uv and 
painthatis inthe world , muſt bean ad- 
miniſtration of * an iofinite Righteouſ- 
neſs and Power, who hath all the organs 
of evil in his own power, aad no inſtrus 
ment of it 15 out of his hand, This is 
the preſent reſolve. of mans mind : Fot 
as the Soul of man can riſe no higher in 
its thoughts, or ſurmiſes of any thing or 
jog thento God ; ſoif it benot ſtupi- 
d, gs in-ſenſeleſs ignorant men , or 
Itopped and forced tobe quiet , as in 
the Atheiſt, it cannot reſt, but ſearches 
and ſoars, and mounts it felf,. rill. it 
comgsto fomething infinite, perfect, di- 
-vine 5,and when it is come thither, it 
.moſt;plaiply profeſſes it can go. no fur- 
ther; it. being,jmpoſſible to exceed ab- 
ſolutely perfect and infinite. - 

- -Thus it inthe general, and thus it 
1s 1nthis particulas aſc, 2iz.inthe.queſt 
/i makes after the higheſt caule of evil, 
It 
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it cannot ſtay till it diſcovers God 5 it 
cannot i be {till lower, nor ſtir higher 
then him 3 the under-ſcale of things 
ſerves only to lead up tohim. 

For though all things are indeed for- 
midable from their power to hurt ; yet 
if they cannot move themſelves, but are 
guided by gſuperior hand ,, we muſt go 
up to that, ere we underſtand the head 
of our unhappineſs: when we find thista. 
be God, who is a Being infitiitely good, 
we know he afflicts not willingly, hes 
diſpleaſed & angry becauſe of fin,which 
puts: the :Soul into a neceſlary agony 
of ſecking reconcilement with him, 

The b<ing'of man is ſo lovely to him, 
that he-cannot but deſire to preſerve it; 
and yet the well-being of this being is fo 
much more defirable, that he had-ra- 
ther quit it , then retain 1t miſerable: - 
From hence ariſe thoſe fears and fuſp- 
tions we have of every thing , -which 
ourreaſon and experience tell us cando 
us injury : but our greateſt fear muſt 
needs be of the greateſt evil, the wrath 
of God. For it is the fear of a power 
above us, that canreach us at pleaſure, 
that isalways preſent to us , that-com- 

. prehends 
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preherds all ways of puniſhment, fo 

that it cannot b prevented or 1m- 
 peded , nor can we ſave any thing from 
It : whena man draws out himſelf to a 
Jonger Being,and finds himſelfconfigned 
for Eternity , the knowledge of God 
eternal in his wrath, continues his fears 
to that Eternity 5 there bggog the ſub- 
= and principle of this wrath cox- 
wal, , 

[t is palþably vaia to enter a Cove- 
nant with little and petite powers of 
evil, to make our peace by , when this 
greateſt is inſecuredz whole power 1s;as 
the Heavens to the Earth, that flows 


round about it , and compaſles it roy” 


way. But when a man isat peace wit 
God, the whole body of evil isfetled, 
commanded, and compoſed. 

The Scripture therefore to corret 
our vain fears, and to guide that paſſion 
or affection of fear aright, goes downrto 
the very center of it , and with trueſt 
wiſdom explains to us the great object 
of it, God, and that firſt Mover of all 
miſery, his wrath and diſpleaſure, the 
ſuſpenſion of which is the quiet of the 
world , the removal of it our eternal 


conſolation. = 
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[t is therefore of greateſt neceſſity we / 
make our peace with him ; for then we 
have a league with all : before this eve- 
ry whiſper and raſtle, every noiſe of 
danger alarms our quiet 3 yea, the very 
ſiirmiſes we have of utiknown powers, , 
thoſe 'very nhſhapely and iriconſiſtent 
ſuſpicions affright us, becauſe we are fo 
placed”, that we are ever offered at by 
dinger ; the waves are always rollin 
towards is, and we can never be trul 
iter, till we are reconciled to Kim, who 
ys to theſe proud watets, Hithet ſhall 
ye go, 4nd rio fiitther. os, da 
Reconetlement with God lyes in a 
moſt wiſe and pondetous rhethodl of 
things; for he being the higheſt reaſot, 


3 
and- not a force or -power ohly , the 
pureſt Holineſs ind Righnconſil cad 
rot 'a meer jrrefiſtable ſtrerigth | our 
fafery ſrarnds in agreement. with thoſe 
Attributes,” according to whith he go- 
verns every thing, and feeing he is alſo 
itfinite' fo-beveficence and Grace, we 
have the adyatitage of all expe 

te 1 wor as it ie, + nan 
upon our 'thinds , togetE&r with the ap- 

an 


drehenſivns we A WM 
ED ”"y dearly 
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oeeooru in. the, Goſpel; the 


of which are always ready 


tq\upite, w wat el thoſe ſecret intimations in 
mars Hil, corey thither for this 


Re mental peace of a jman 


lyesin;hisconforwitjes to God in,Holi- 
neſs zaodneſs,, without which it is 


| after cold. conſideration 


bo it,, thets, being v9-gvertbrowing fo 

deep,a lenſe, as co hath of, this3 

| = ivaziles from the molt intimate per- 

rafions we have of God, as ia Nature 

TE: pure, and.thgle we: hays.alo 
Sole whoſe due  perfecti- 

' liſh is a, Parficips: 


xure, or-likepeſs 3 
£ fram;the correlation. be- 


of the Saul 
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ble for jt ſo much ag tojima- 
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«yg that; may' countervail that 
gut wii It, | There-Qan. be none 
{o-convenient , ſo-great and potent. , as 

pardoning mercy. of,.God! in» Jeſdq 
Chriſt, who by his'obedience to deatti 
in'our Natures: carries up-zhe ſupreme 
forgivenels of God, 
- Lee, this not exbanſtiog| that Prin 
ple-and perſwaſipy of the Sau} ,'that.oit 
mf} be jowardly goed z/ it.;i9 moſt” .He- 
CY the, DNpGrine, of, pardon/' by 2 

igur ſhould; be filled) with: a. ſpirie 
influence of. Holineſs, ghz this gtace 


way not ſeem rofl 16:80 induF 


T 7 
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Sas | 
Thus: the foundations bf.oae yer 
5 upon che tiee O race:of. 
Holinels, wit dogs 
ithin;the compaſs'of, that! Grace 2 
_ rewhich , the very! ſame. 
of, Holineſs, alone able: to; diffuſe the 
camforts of this peace, icampes in and 
anoiats eheyut -with the:Joy of it, till 
ir,ceaters into the full pb $of- Sal» 
vation, which js che final, acquirtal from 


EVB.;/. 


1 Bvil may. j ja the mean time be uſed 
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ro Holineſs3"bor loſes iti' ting , when 
char ;Jaftice thit armed it, is ſatisfied.” 
2; Thus'g'man aQting upon che Princi- 
nd puke his wa minds when he finds 

with evil, is led into 
the nh Chriſtianity ; ; for 'ob- 
ſerving the band-writing' apon himſelf, 
he teads' God'the Author of afflidtien ; 
herice flows the-ſenſe of fir,  fibee God 
aMids noriwkhout cauſe : ſenſe of fiti 
andthe CHE of” God upon it, 
makes/itHeoeſſary ro-inquilre after the 
Dodttrine' 6f'iipardon' 5 fool rep entance- 
— 1 has in ehefOrtebcy St 
in the Song. of Jeſus Chriſt-: The Do- 
ors 6f'an Pee * catry a'man 

tions of Yodd' Fo God: 

FRdt found HEeE!, the Soul is 
ſem 5Us pt omiſes of Eternal life, jade 
kniwrrand br. to 'liphtby Chrift: 
Theſe pive joy intribolariont; and hop 
bfithe <God:; This & ownvthe 


Tk 


Soul:3i and'ferv ie ithutrphae over alt 
evi inthowond, i! 27303; + 
cubvſbrtientthis!lcan giveths'no true ſeiiſs 
- or conſtruQtion of the great miſeries 6f | 
burconunion, tor with rafon chick us | 
oxviet theminto! fo. mach as the dif 
edurſe of laſtiogreftand ſafety. The 
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The Soul of man fo buſie as it is, firſt 
to inquire the reaſons of-#5-unhappi- 
nefs, then tofind the remedies of ir, hath 
at advantage of accepting that truth 
which tells it all chat js within, ig_con- 
cerning theſe things , and expſains them 
ſo far, that it finds it {eIf'*t the'very ut- 
moſt ends of theſe wonders, and to have 
as much made known of them,” as is to 
be known, phy 
Thus out of 'the- eater comes forth 
meat and ſweetneſs ,. out of evil: coti- 
fidered by the mind of man, either a&- 
ing itsown reaſan,, and ſecaring it. ſelf 
the belt. it can againſt, what:;jt, cannot 
remove, or turoing it ſelfypgn thoſe 
Principles ingraffed within it, that lead 
it to the ſource and Antidotes of wiſery: 
Both which convey it to the NiGolice 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as the true relief at hu- 
mane gondition, and its infelicity., 
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2CHAP,ZRTITLY 
pf the more. diref operations of Tudg- 
\ ments towards Reformation ; wherein 
ff of the efficacy they have in Cons 
Jing $ enſuality 4 and ſetting free 
©, * © Conſcience, andits proper 
| Motions. 


TF Er us' now approach the confidera- 
] _; tions of the more immediate powers 
- © 1.' Fheypive a notable rebuke and 
abatementts ſenſe, aid the ſenſual tem- 


Julle ments trouble allthe air fen- 
Fealley Har to breathe in , and inake it 


dark 4 they pourout their vial upon its 
Sun; and a tight enſues, ſo that it every 
where meets terrour and 'diſappoint- 
ment, Which bring it'low, and enfeeble 
it. Now this is that ſenſuality that over- 
rows at once the proper motions of a 

| and Conſcience, and that ſpiritual 
world, with which. the converles of a 
ſpirit moſt properly lye. When. this is 
wind-bound , and brought to an ebb, 
either throvg" the hand of God upon 
ns, ors ro 


> ; 
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the body , the primary feat of it, or 
thoſe external objects that feed and mi- 
niſter to it, immediately the mind that 
lay ip a ſwoon, and,opprelled, emerges, 
and riſes up. It bath its opportunity, 
and uſes its freedom z-, through the 
great Elefts and rents the ſtrokes of God 
makefn this vail and cloud , the Soul 
eſpies the ſpiritual world, the ſhadow of. 
the material one removing off by rea» 
fon of theſe commotions. cauſed. by 
Judgments. | Me 
he great accounts, of - mans, , fin 
and impenitency .lye in;, the deep 
plunges and immerſionsof his Soul into 
ſenſe, and ſenſual things , - wherein, he 
grows immoderate .aboye. the. beaſts, 
through the vigours of ,an_ immaterial 
and immortal + ga diſſeyered, from its 
true objeAts and natural motions , and 
carried down this {tream; From whence 
xoalning all its own force, but miſguid- 
,1t grows extreamly foul, while, it at 
once. negleQs heavenly . and ſpiritual 
things for which it was made, boldly 
tranigreſſes all cules of goodneſs, an 
cuts its way through every thing to its 


impure fatisfaftions. 
_ M 4 * The-. 
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The light that is true and pure, is 
kept from all approach to it, and its own 
native exerciſe is ſuppreſſed 3 whence 
it comes to paſs, that God and Eternal 
things are covered from it, and as it 
were wholly blotted our, it lives inthe 
unclean pleaſures of the body, which 
have all the influence and ſway upon it. 
Bur rn ry by the Judgments of 
God, the Soul inquires after its own 
world, and meets it every where; God 
having graciouſly difſemioated it into 
eyery thing within it, and without it, 
even as the open eye in the daytime, 
greets the light where ever it goes. 
* That great dealof ſenſual noiſe and 
buſineſs, being made to ceaſe , the falſe 
light being put out , and the windows, 
out of which luſt looks, dammed up,the 
Soul hath nothing elſe to do ; it finds 
teifure then ro dolike it (elf, and is even 
provoked to it by its own force, carry- 
ing it always upon aQtion, and when it is 
taken off from that to which it is only 
inclaved , it returns upon its proper 
motion 3 when the noiſes of Chariots 
and their jumping wheels, the ſounds of 
muſick, the light of candles, as in the 
* *  over- 


uw * Wu” ww My, mw © 5959 re (D) co M1 


(169) 

overthrow of Cities, are removed, in 

that ſtilneſs Conſcience is heard; in that 

filence of foolilh fires , purer rays: ſhine 

upon the Soul : For the beams of truth, 
and the diſtin voiee of it fall every 
where , were there but an eye and ear 
to receive and take them in. On the 
other fide,the capacities of the Soulare 

always fitted tathem,and were they not 
importuned , and jncumbred by other 
things, they would be continually open- 
ing to, and earneſtly expefting them. 
Heayenly light and knowledge, like 
God and his Providence, is bath within 
by its intimate diffuſion of it ſelf, and 
without every thing in the world by its 
own unmeaſurableneſs, and ſo cannot 
be covered'; but becauſe thoſe organs 
that are to obſerve, and work by it, are 
diſabled, and turned another way, and 
becauſe mea uſe every art , and make 
all kind of vails and ſhuts between 
themſelves and this ſpiritual light ,. the 
Judgments of God make a callifionup- 
on the faculties of the Soul, upon-which 
the ſparks bid within flye out, and there 
is a forced kind of light, in order to 
that which is more natural and continuy 
wg 5 


| 
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ing 3 a'great flame oft ariſing out of thi 
Inttle fire. 

Although if the” heart of man were 
mot ſo thick in irs inſetfiblenefs of God, 
and the powers of 'it that ſhould tend 
towards him, afar off from him,” there 
were no ſuch violence neceſſary in the 
caſe * But things being as they are, there 
can be no fairer obpotrnls preſented 
to man to recover, himſelf out of the 
ſnare of ſenſual thiogs, or the profound 
launches of his. Soul into them , then 
theſe ſeverities of afflition,which bridle 
the appetite in himſelf, and render un- 
gratefu], or remove out of his reach the 
very things he luſts after ; for if the 
Pain be in the body , the Soul is filled 
with ſodolorous a reſentment from it, 
that: nothing appears fair to it 5 when 
man is chaſtened with pain upon his 
bed, and the multitude of his bones 
with ſtrong pain , his Soul abhorreth 
bread, and his life dainty meats, If the 
Judgment of God lyes on the pleaſures 
of ſenſe without, it immediately enters 
withip, through the famine that preſſes, 
or through the very anguiſh inflicted 
vpon-It by the contrariety of natural 

og cauſes, 
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cauſes ;'ſo that either way, it is made ta 
fit alone and keep filence. In which in- 
terval ruſh in the thopghts of God, and 
the obedience we owe to him 3 a ſenſe 
that we are made for greater things; 
the excellency of peace with God , and 
likeneſs to him; our relation ta Eterni- 
ty : in all which 1ye the moſt potent ar- 
guments to goodnefs, which when they 
meet upon an irregular and unre- 
formed eſtate, fill 'the Soul with the 
ſorrow that works into repentance, and 
a zeal of recovering it ſelf to a better 
condition. wv 48.1 
For the inconvenience that ſenſe feels 
in theſe preſſures, * when the: goodneſs 
of God ig retreated, and the harid of his 
diſpleaſure ſtretched out, is ſo great, 
that it enters into the very reaſon , and 
provokes that to inquire the cauſe; 
even'as the delights of ſenſe diſtil' upon 
the mind, and cloſe it up in a foft {ſum- 
ber, and in apptehenfiveneſs of it {elf, 
and what'is truly its intereſt , faſcina- 
ted with other pleaſures ; In'the mean 
rime jr exacts of it, all irs ſagacity and 
Vigout tg beimployed in corinuing and 
iplargivg thoſe frumions : So the diſcon- 
a tents 
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tents of the ſame ſenſe pierce inta the 
Soul, and putting it into an agony , call 
It up to another kind of exerciſe, the 
conlideration of the complaints it of- 
fers. - 

Now though while the bed was caſe, 
it wascontent to lye down, and forget 
every thing yet when it miſſes of this, 
and grows full of loſſes, and is ſet to ex- 
amine how this comes ta paſs , by de- 
grees jt returns like the Prodigal in 
want to it (elf. Its firſt inquiries and 
determinations ſtay as long as they can. 
upon natural cauſes; it undertakes and 
endeavours to ſolve things upon thoſe 
Principles ; but being urged by the caſe 
it ſelf, and its own temper to Carch far- 
ther , it is ſent from one thid to ano- 
ther , till within the inmoſt fold of 
things, it finds a divine Juſtice, and up- 
onit is reſolved into a conſcience, and 
lays together the great obligations of 
repentance and humiliation, 

By this right a man hath quite ano- 
ther ſenſe of fin, and the evil of it; thoſe 
ations he paſſed fo favourably or carer 
lefly upon, have much a more ghaſtly 
and dreadful appearance, Thus God 

| EXCItES 
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Excites a man to take a juſt accoriht, 
and make a righteous judgment of his 
own ations, and to call that into ſuſpi- 
tion he hever queſtioned before, It is 
meet to be ſaid untoGod under chaftiſe- 
ment, I have done iniquity, but will of« 
fend no more. That which I ſee not, 
teach thou me.He ſearches and tryes bis 
ways, that he may turnto God, 

For Judgments carrying with theni 
the moſt cloſe and ſenſible inſtrudions 
of the diſpleaſure of God , convey allo 
the quickeſt reaſons of ſelf-examination, 
bf - rprentey , and change of a matis 
courſe , to thoſe who are neither ſank 
down to a bratifh or Pharaob-like impe- 
titency, nor riſen up to the more hero- 
ick ſtate of one chuſing Holineſs for it 
ſelf, and not of love. For man. having 
an affeQion of fear, it is impoſſible he 
ſhould not/tarn it upon that which ts 
moſt dreadful, when it appears tohim3 
or that that fear ſhould not excite bim 
to the retnovalof the danger 3 thefirſt 
of whick is founded in that Law of Na- 
ture, that every affection turns tothe 
fupreme obje&t underſtood with great- 
eſt intention? $ the ſecond in _ = 
- _- 


(174) 
ſefpreſervation : For the firſt , it is 
certain. the wrath of God is moſt terri- 
Eg beip got commantiogetn ur pur- 

&8,a man Coe the moſt ormiges 

ea deaths whigh. is there Ore foe 
cheat the opinion of Nature /it (wal- 
law all fenſe of Being 3.ngw. (coſe md 


Dag th the Oaoos of pl 


keeps,a, man in the 
BR jofebat ſs { death, which eter- 
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Ak phe realpn;Fear not them that 
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y, can da.; [ will fc orewarn., yoly 
| e ſhall fear, F Fear him, zhataftex 


ha NTT hath power coaſt 3 _ 
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hag ont , is danger , there is no4 


conſcience; is more, authoritative 
the this.; There. em prima no firm 
gnement with, 0..much, ay 
ationat good, dom him without 
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being collefted and congregated of the 
ſtrength of all , id ag upon thoſe 
Principles that every, man knows tobe 
the molt-concernipg, if trues/ andin- 
ſtead of ;demonſtration for thetruth of 
its grounds, hath this advantage, that 
they. are deeply rivetted into the heart, 
ſo that, though there may be a ſtupefa- 
Qion,;.yet there can be no oblitergtion; 
Againſt ;..this ſtupefaQtion Judgments 
, making legible thoſe CharaQters 

Kit other times we diſſemble, ant 
areas. the fire to ſome ſort. of writing, 
that makes SPPARCNE W what  was-not be- 
"ore diſcerned. Jo £34501hÞ 
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| of = of particalar- Sins" effeGed by 
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2A - I Nder Judgments theipiaedenls 

; of particular ſins, whichzever- 

berated upon the Soul by it ſelf.thus in» 
cqvraged. and inlivencd by the preſence 
a divine Juſtice., aſliſting it; ,:is/of all 
KS: moſt aſtoniſhing, proſttates the 


and ſubmitsit to any texmsof ny" 
. gicnce in hope of Grace, * 
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- A mat thus affeRted, feels the deadly 
ſtroke in rhat ſtrength of his Soul, that 
is to'bear him up io every infirmity 
(that iv) the ſpirit of 4 man, which when 
it is wounded, what can uphold it, that 
it ſelf cartied all? | 

This 1s the power that poiſes every 
evil;-ahd judges of the ſpring from 
which'it riſes, the extent of its virtue; 
the effefts and ends it is to reach : And 
theneotmpares with the evil the ſtrength 
that is-neceſlary to oppoſe it, the means 
of prevention , the proper allays in eti- 
during it;'if itcannot be avoided, the 
efficacies of removal z according to-all 
which, thatnative courage and reſolu- 
tion keeps it ſelf upright, and ſinksnot 
under the evil. But: what can it do? 
whenthe evil is ſo great;that there zz no 
match between all that the Soul can find 
either to prote& or reſcue it, and that 
this veryſpifit of iffalls ſplit ; a3 witha 
ſhaft:of Thtinder ;/is fo diſſolved- and 
melted; that iris readyto take'any hew 
ſhape; having no further conſiſtency 

that, formerly its own7-* © 26 4 

Now'it'is moſt evident, an' infinite 
wrath istoo-great for allay or mem 
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tbo conſtant for removal g all valour 
and reſolution againſt an infinite evil, is 
firſt madneſs and fooliſh hardineſs, be- 
foreit comes, and when it is felt, either 
ſ>ftens irito extream deſpondency , ot 
rages into deſpair. | yy 

That which breaks the ſpirit ofa man 
thus, is not yet fimply the evil, or the 
infioiteneſs of it, but its failure in that 
which is its ſtrength, viz. innocency and 
freedom from guilt z without which it 
cat never be truly great, and whenit 
finds the want of ths it fioks opprefled 
with its own weight: 

Judgments are like the Rack to the 
Soul,” which work it to unboſom it ſelf 
within'it ſelf, is men are tortured in- 
to the confeſhons that they would elſe 
moſt earneſtly have ſupprefled. Joſephs 
brethren at ſuch a time confefled among 
themlelyes the fin they had fo long hid 
frotn their own Souls as well as others. 

Thus riſe up particular fins, leading 
into the univerſal foulneſs and obnox1- 
ouſneſs of the whole ſtare, ſo that if a 
min ſhould offer ro retire into himſelf, 
hefeels he is purſaed into his very heart, 
and yet finds no m_n_ny there, ous 
3:4 | B 
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he would be quiet io bis innoceticy, and 
that/ is gone 3 this is the profoundeſt 
abaſement of a man. 
Thus God girds us with our fias, and 
fills our bowels with our guilt, and even 
ſoaks our bones with our wickedneſs, as 
with oyl, till all we endure is no leſs our 
- own Juſtice upon our ſelves then Gods, 
This begets in a man carneſteſt deſires 
of mercy trom him , without whom we 
cannot be merciful to our ſelves : This 
makes repentance and returns to good- 
neſs, as neceflary to the Soul for its 
peace with it ſelf, as it is for its peace 
with Gad, -. 
For all the ſentences of God, when 
ever they come into exe&ution , propa- 
ate themſelves , and begert the very 
= in the ſinner himſelf z who if he 
could but comfort himſelf with his jote- 
grity , would with far more eaſe ſuffer 
we a power above bim, though injuſt 
to him, | £ 
A virtuous man conſcious of nothing, 
bur redtitude and fincerity , ſtands un- 
fhaken in that , and values his untaivted 
mind above the Tyrants ſpotted great- 
neſs, however he lye at the power * Ir, 
vg 7 | ut 
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But whither ſhould he flye, that feels 
ſo great a ſeverity from himſelf, but out 
of himſelf into ghe armsof mercy, and 
to the re-ipnoceticy of repentance? 
erobys _— _ I is 
erior to the naturg alhon of a 
man to himſclf,; and to that re-ingocen- 
cy of repentance, the only of the 
Soul when-vexed, and purſueT with irs 
guile,and the ſelE-abhorrenciesfpringing 
foo it, which make it intolerably wea- 
ry.'of its owp thoughts; and retorced 
looks upon its ſtate, 42 ai" 7; 
That ſupreme Goodnel, that firſt 
drives a man out of his fins by theſe in- 
terior perplexities into the neceſſities 
of repentance ( for who can endure 
bimſelf in that foulneſs his eye is conti- 
pually upon? ) bath alſo prepared the 
ſame repentance to be the pleaſant and 
corfſÞlatory retirement of it, in which 
ir returns into a reconciliation with it 
5 "45 as with'God through Jeſus 
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3+! A-LEanguilbesof the Soul; ether 
145 from its outward: trouble or 
thoſe; me urmgyRs"> ſenfe 
of ſin;-Armoſtparurally -run'ours ints 
Prayer gndiaddrefs-'to' God; 'Whoſo 
ives them-nort that vent; reſtraitizand 
orciblyimpsiſons/fofiteand indifrable 
a motion of his own Soul.:T heſe 'defires 
towardsGodand his merey, when they 
are Cloiftered- io fuller and irreligious 
breaſts;-1ike: ſtrong liquors confined 
againſt their-will or like the earneſt 
winds that cannotendure their priſon, 
find [ſome out-letto themſelves, ſothat 

" fometimiesupawares,ſomtimes g_ 
invocatioosiof higheſt goodneſs , Have 
come from'tliem-who have ſtadiouſly 
comprefiedithoſe 'their moſt genuine 
ſentiments 3 but not only from the 
truly humble and religious breaſt , but 
even from unprejudiced Nature they 
have thuch a greater ſiberty , and take 
their free courſe, Now no mans Soul 


gory 


(181 ) 
goes dud to'God for! relief-in' miſery, 
but it hath ſomſecconfiderations-ofithofe 
great-Ptinciples:thatrmake ſuch a-mo- 
tionreaſonable; andof' ſucbatrendanes 
cof thele defires that !may make [the at- 
dreſs; to: Goddecent'and hoftourble': 
All which concentet in the'neoeflary 
change df the heart and life.o:1fhethar 
wrotight a miracle? in 'Chrifts :;Name 
could not lightly ſpeak evil of him, 
with tiow great an improptiety doth 
that man appreach God and his Good- 
neffe he iotends. a, continued. defiance 
to him by his ſtas 2 Haw doth hebran 
down that ſenſe gf divine mercy leading 
to-epentitance , (the: confiderdtion} of 
which-gives! him leave to. hope well 
from:God?2 +. ON 9:6B:; "* 
This:'then ſhews the advantage of 
affliction, in which theſe motiigns of the 
. Soul to God are as natural as the-very 
deſires of relief fimply confidered'y" all 
are ready to viſit Godin affliction , and 
to pour out a prayer when hischaſtning 
1,.upon them. God makes no donbr of 
avery_ bad fort of men, that in their at- 
fliction they will ſeek him ecarly-:/ It be- 
Jag the-highe(t os Hs: D4a- 
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#iel complains of in histime, andthe fe: 
yenth feal of theis Judgment, that they 
made nat their prayer:to God, that they 
might turn from iniquity , arid under- 
ſtand his;truth. The' powers, of - mens 
Souls are. never in a_giore fading con- 
dition; nor their finy io greater violence 
then when they call not upon God ;nor 
ſtir up themſelves toitake hald of him. 


_—— —_—_ 


CHAP. XVI 
A RecolleFion of this Diſcourſe to * 
its proper purpoſe. _ 


His Difcourfe of. the efficacies of 

Judgment, we have ſo placed,that 
it 18 moſt applicable to particularper- 
{ons 3. þut when they bave a due etect 
there , ghey do from ſingle breaſts con- 
ſpire into a general air, eſpecially when 
they affeft the hearts of per &$ 
that are of power apd example, from 
them they reſult upon whole bodies of | 
people, and give at leaſt ſome tinfture 


ro the {tate of times, that they become 
more ſober, and of a better inclination. 
For there is apparently a Genius and 

"7 0, J_ 
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oper of an Age , even as there is of 
perſons , and a common conſtitution of 
a Nation, asof one man ,, which is alſo 


—_— ſuch kind of alterations in 
0 


rality, as in fingle men, which are 
produced by the Cardinal changes that 
fall out in and upon them. » 
Yet ſeeing no man can determine 
what this will be (that is) whether the 
Age he lives in will be reformed. by 
Judgments, when it hath ſq far corrupt- 
ed, as to make it (elf the feat of them : 
ſeeing theſe general amendments grow 
not upon private taen, nor ſo much as 
upon lefler fraternities, except as they 
meet in greater incorporations, - or 
{priog from the higheſt branches ofPrins 
cipality , which asin the tree inverted; 
are indeed the roots of all publick affo« 
ciations , and moſt often of their man» 


ners. ply x 
+ That being then incertain to us that 
is out of our power, it is. good for every 
man tolook well.to the ſtate of his own 
Soul z; thatif he find pot any exemption 
fromthe commonevil , yet he may be 
inrolled in eternal mercies, which is a 
Cabioet always removed from the poſli- 
N 4 bllitics 
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bilities of danger : and, indeed theſe 
powerful operations of Grace are mof 
_ deſigned to the eternal happineſs. of 
man , even when they paſs through 
theſe auſterer methods, wherein God js 
very good 3 for if he takes the preſent 
ſtate, and moulds it any way for our 
everlaſting peace and life, it isanadt of 
infinite mercy. All true goodneſs hath 
its preſent uſe in this world ; it honours 
God, makesthe beſt compofure of the 
Soul, offers a bleffing tothe world now 
but it doth not like the creatures of 
time , determine it ſelf here: It doth 
not asthoſe faint things breathe out and 
dye, but ſhines a hr in the world, 
keeping the moſt perverſe and crooked 
tion from utter darkpefs,and is at 
laſt tranſlated from hence to a higher 
Orbe of Glory and eternal luſtre , bur 
never ſuffersextintion. "ay 
No man then loſes by his reforma- 
tion, or the good fe ofcevil, thovgh 
through gerieral 'obſtinzcy in wicked 
ways , the Judgment goes on , and he 
dyes in the conſinbn' entity ;' for to 

fit men for enjoyment'of proſperir 
here, is bit a contivgent end of uf 
+ a ons, ates IS. 
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al bleiſedne(s i is only-certaia 


"7 

While good men; are thus provided 
for , the. refraftorineſs: of the: Age or 
other particular perſons, / is no. diſpraof 
of the uſefulne(s of Judgments, .. any 
more then that many dye under. HERE: 
thods of Phyſick, is an argumentagau 
ſo worthy a Science. When men und, 
the hand of God have nothing hy 


repentance riſing, in them, tis rOd 


As when {Phyfir tiari put ol et the di- 
ſtemper continues, [20 8 

impure afterfreq vent a Feblo or 
it argues all is diſcuſt, the whole it 
corrupted ,-and nothing t to be: 
but what..is, it ſelf 3, for impuri 
{wims up after all eyacuations... .Goi 
weary of ſtriking io Fſeenty in wY 
fo. a cure 3. they my dye" a9, thoſe in 
whom Nature ja po reſi i(tagge to 


make ag goal the Tak ae or.5 

the wh Je fiead i if lick, an 

heart faint, and thoſe Þ he 

that ſhould oy aided by medic = 

pinoples of recovery that 1. te 
andles by which God ap rehends 

Soul are loſtby greatabdur! AREA 

men 


(86) 
ned'dye like beaſts under thoſe ſtrokes, 
of which they underſtand no more;then 
that they oppreſs them. 
” This is that irremediable wrray/ of 


qe eHAP; xv1IL. 
An Inqui 2 Oh Fredo of God in 


7 Judgments; with a 
ion of Fas concerning it. 


have this far endeavoured to 
"ſpeak the reaſon of Sctipture, 


te ty Jaſt and dpments of God, which 
Jr 3 Hot J; ny 4 \ faithful to 
his vWn G e true intereſt 
of the\ hrs hers ortho nothing 


Intention , that Py. 

nally, or clear from the ob- 
__ ar rg it, this grand Po- 
the evils we endure 


tic 
are ie $ Judgments of God z, br 
eo with it the liberty and ar- 
bitration God uſes in over-looking _ 
pa 


. (87) os 
paſſiog by ſome 'riewesand perfons't 
are free fromthoſe ſtrokes, wie _ 
yet the main resfons of Judgments we 
have aſſigned, are concurrent," -* 
"This 1is* firſt -to be refolvediinto the 
uncontrollable Counſel of God , who 
iveth no ſuch actount of His matters; 
t that his paths are ſtil hid'iy' rhe 
Sea, 'and his Dep-fteps in the 'preat wa- 
ters.- This we Know; he is righteousin 
all:his ways, 4nd holy” in all his works, 
wherhy does is borer el to coticlade 
ourthi $ 53 who'being but upon the 
Bites ent boldets'of Leowledbes th. 
os pry wore what i to be 
done, by what weſee him do;, 'then'by 
our he conjeRutes, which” if hoefs 
bounded, are vaifi; #nd rove incertdivly 
in the wild of 'things. His a&ions are 
the-prebt marks by which oe ral 
[tandiogs »re to be guided), that they 
map wot dangerdeffy-eiſcarty* "JF Hen 


we obſerye a void place of ne 6 erits, 
Jet us rebuke 26 ten a ; eoſions 
Low we take npon- us tothink it fr, 
uſtice ſhould there have planteditſelf) 
with the ackriowledges of the Domi- 
nion it hath ovet all times PS 
when 


(-888) 

| mhenre ee its diſplays io the! world, 
we may.then underſtand God is-giving 

ſome preſent check-to flo, and: its' gra(- 

ſant impurity ,;that.carries. ſuch: effica+ 

Fi: along,with it, as ſeem meet th Hhim- 


. kf I 0U0..z 20443 $144. 
- . Butthough we-thys- a(cribe greatneſs 


to: Gp pet (mop we ſecondarily ob- ' 


ſerve; thole!' moments of ſatisf4(ion.we 
receivagut of his: Word; and thCreaſon 
of it, which are; enough to anſweniany 
ſcruples. concerning. the nop-appear- 
ance of his Ju/Sondg A ſeaſon, when it 
eems requilite it ſhould beſcen; and to 
free us oye of gp mo foohſtRd 
Fol intherewithy pip,the inequplity-o 
is  deqliqgs / either, wich 76h 
-compared with, evil men ,. or towards 
good and evil men, compared each ſort 
among themſclyes _S wheg- cither 
the exil,paſs peaceably through. and 
out of; the world., and. feel no bands in 
their..death 3 but good men have wa- 
ters of a full cup wruog out unto them; 
_ or when. one good man, hath: the caridle 
of God. .ſhining . in his Tabernacle, 
waſhes his ſteps, in butter, and hath 
the Rock pouring out oyl ta him 3 -and 
another, 
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another ; though fearing God , eats in 
darkneſs all his days, diſconſolateeither 
with publick or private calamities : or 


laſtly when one evil thah fares wel inthe 


common 'proſperity,and-another of the 
ſame ſtamp'is covered with a cloud all 
his days; either inthe general adverſity 
or bis particular infelicity 3 there is an! 
appearanceof partialityc i vhroge_ be 
of both: qualities arrive-each at* their 
own--erids', any ſolution taken from 
thoſe'ends ſeems inſufficient. All theſe 
are ſo thany, ſcandals to this Dofrine; 
which yet'"true reaſon of Scripture 
plentifully removes. There is enough 
too toreſolve us, how the diſadvantage 
of living out of the diſcipline of afliQti- 
on, is recompenſed to thoſe, who poſſi- 
bly had they lived under it , would 
have | repented in fack-cloth and 
aſhes, - | 

All theſe,l ſay,to him who reverences 
Gods Ark , is wiſely converſant in the 
things revealed , that pertain to us, 
and repines not that the dark waters 


and thick clonds of the sky are Gods 


Pavillion's areſo far unridted, that he 
finds the benefit of that promiſe 3- The 
humble 


” e— oC 


a 
bumble he will gnide in Judgment, 4nd 
the meck he wil, teach his way z the 
ſecret-of the, Lord is communicated 
with, tbem that fear him z for he leads 
them into mare, who expe(t his admil- 
fin, thenthey cap obtain, whocutting 
Mine; Ay! <0 pony 9 raviſh aha 
dot an cmpty.imagination 4 when 
they moſt lends chem eiins with what 
they, think they. have found out and 
comprehended: [The Scriptutes ſpeak 
widow , but net the: wiſdom of this 
world, which, is, brought to he $ 
not that which he towres into., who is 
vaigly, pufit, up with bis fleſhly mind ; 
but that which is to ſobriety:let us then 
meaſure by the line of it totheſe fore- 
going thoughts, to which it reaches, {o 
3s tobriog them into ſubjeftion. 
1. As to the Juſtice of God it can 
have ho injury , becauſe there is an 
Ezeraal Judgienr, ſo high and fubſtzn 
tial, that it doth iofinitely hogour, ſas 
tisfe, and recompenſe whatever Juſtice 
can ſeem to ſufler. Notbiog is, under a 
 veceſlity roſhew it (elf, but that which 
is confined to ſuch a-moment 3 and if 
it toſes that, lyes bid for ever, - T hi 


whic 
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which are poor, that have onoly-aty 
earance, and not a retired treaſure; 
in haſte ro be known; ſmall revenge 
are haſtily executed, but »»llsw. 
ocenrrit Regi. The deep waters" run 
filently,and what hath Eternity'to give 
it room and ſpace, {lumbers notthough 


' it make no preſent noiſe 3 God/hath 


the bigheſt reaſons of his patience ;' the 
perfe& ſtrength of his Being , andthe 
vaſtoeſs of everlaſting Ages to explain 
bimſelf and bis diſpleaſure io. AH x 


nations of menagainſt him and hi 
dicjary Providence, vaniſh likea dream 
when he appears , for his coming 1661+ 
ſtrains belief, commands full alene, and 
nothing contrary dares then be'ſeens 
nor can it be traced, but in that horrour 
and condemned diſappointment , 'to 
which it bath betrayed the maſters of 
it, fer? 

The a enſions that have footing 
only io gu! not to be valued ; for 
CT inconfiderable 
a thing, that it is greater or leſs, 
when it iz meaſured by its own lines yet 
it is but the duſt of the ballance;; the 


drop of the Bucker, gothivg,& leſs then 
ng» 


man Cig2) 

- _ ie "is ſet by m—_ 
waoen' any immortal Being , eſpecially 
theprime Being, who only hath immor- 
takty4 hath” the graſping of it, it is 
ſqueezed to nothing : while it-is with- 
io it ſelf, judped by its own Rules ,' and 
thecreatures of it, it is fomewhat ; but 
to: God:the: Grandeur and pride of it 
a thouſand years are but as yeſterday 
whenit is paſty and as a watch in the 
pight-z the contetnpe God and his Ju- 
ltice endure from it; as ſoon as ever it 
ſinksibto Eternity';-ate as if they had 
nevet-been ; one-glance of that Judg- 
ment immediately confumes it. 
This conſideration doth alſo abun- 
dantly remove the inequalities of time, 
if we fuppoſe them never ſo great, ard 
level good men among themſelves, and 
'bad-men among themſelves;and fo pre- 
ciſely diſtinguiſhes good and bad one 
from-/-another; that there remain no 
poſſible. remembranees of the ſtate of 
this world, nor = thing that ſhould 
call mqueſtion, or diminiſh ought from 
the clearneſs of Gods dealing. - Eternal 
rewards [and puniſhments ſwallow up 
all diſtiiQtions of rhe, which hereupon 


become 
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» the torment 
complaint of ar are all gone4. all thaths 


_ ordinableneſs of *it' to-an 


- years; for, whi 
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become, no more-then- imagina 
opinion , when true * Judgment 
pou 5 or then thought and fancy 

nowledge and reality;anter 3 the'plea- 
fares andh 


great in time. .is the rag ws =o 
of an immortal Spirit in and” 
which is a6 inchaſemens 


wtoit , and makes it — 


condition of things : all of ir 
like infancy and.child-hood, 
with manlyeſtatez that is yanity-and 
folly t whatever puerile age ſeems 'to 'it 
ſelf, it is known torhave- nothing wor- 


thy init, bur the beginnivgs and+ dawns 
of . that mind, Which. education im- 
proves, and ripetstoa ſtrength in elder 


it is formed : The con- 
oy it hath of ſeveter Judgme nr, 


(194) 
aftjons;- when it feels ir fe# man ;- and 


SD) 


tembersthen not but with diflike or. 
ſort If after-rime thet 
'but: the thipgs fore-going with (0 


ſtrapgeanoblivion; if manhood doth o 
elſace" paſt*child-hood;,- and death yet 


pleaſares/wirtswwhich they are upbraid- 
ed:hereaftery rid very probably each of 
theſe arifing to-both-ſores;proportiona- 
ble to the" difference they have met 
'*Further*different:prefences of God, 
andthe confolations of hisSpirit , may 


Jos reward tagood/men-in the 
| $3 ſervi 


(God; even'to'a 
kind of Martyrdom, Tpeedier tranflati- 


grees of Ho- 


rtothatnthen -an-caſe.and_. 
pt /7—— A __ 
\ ; ['#] . 
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of years expire. .however ? Even gg 
ſtings of cooicience , and longer heap+ 

up. guile and wrath , may make it 
Ic colerable toreyil man , who. have 
lived: io. proſperous tames , then for 
others ofthe {arne kind, who have bee 
preſerved fromſo much fan, and awske- 
ned-ro-ſome tenſe of God by adverlity 4 
' their preſent trouble-thus leſſening: 
eternal puniſhment , - except; t0-thoſe 
who have been brawned to. a-greater 
contempt of God, and bardned. inthe 
fire againſt him, whole caſe deſtrvesmo 
conſiferation. qo doh | Ba YL 

From all which we ſee, there &s no 
ſuch. -neceſfity upon God +to-.punifh 
now , norany ſo.complainable/inequar 
lity in his diſtributionsto dbad - 
men. For. when, either of theſe ranks 
of. men know themſclves-in-that- un- 
changeable ſtace, they will refle&.ppon 
nothing in; .time:, but.as it bath-1 


CWB). 
vr spplyed as a Lenitive to pain; but 
thatwhich'is bleſſed with no additta- 
mentof Glory: , laid afide as worth+ 
leſs, how'pleaſatit ſoever'in the, world 3 
and that which” ioflames torment, al- 
ways bewailed., though it was carried 
as" a" priviledge here. All things elſe 
loſe 'themſelves more perfeCtly in that 
ſtate, then whatever we can imagine 
molt trivial here, when 'it is utterly out 
of date; and ſucceeded by a-contrary, 
however it preſumed before in the mo+ 
ment-of its flouriſh.-* 43 
With this Judgment then God infi- 
nitely-afl6ils his Juſtice,from the ſcoffes 
of men thatfay, When is the promiſe 
of” his coming # from the ſenſuality of 
men thatput-the evil day far from them: 
with'this he divides the world , that all 
may diſcern between the righteous and 
thewicked , between him that feareth 
and ferveth God,-andthe prophane and 
him'that ſervethhim'not;-- By this he 
adjuſts to every of both theſe their due 
portion-,: bonour #6" whom honour, 
ſtripes to whom ſtripes, with their de- 
- preesand'number'; however they lye 


. huddled pow, 'andthe beſt a 


(197) 
the darkeſt place, And this. Judgs 
ment is plentitully declared to” the 
world, that every onemay make a right 
uſe of it , in giving Gloryito.God), 'and 
prejudging things not againſt, but 'vith 
that day., If any dootherwile, he thac 
fits in the fleaven obſerves-theix, folly, 


; For he-ſcaths that this 
revenge upona edocuthaciguy ingrate, 
\ firſt jv compaſſion waros him.,"and.that 
reje ed with aecrer deriſion, obſerves 
him in his fooliſt-boldneſs, -and withia 
contented patience bears his contigued 
affronts z. expeCtiog quietly the. ſeaſon 
of his puniſhment, ;, 0r-as a/ Wile, man 
.that knows his 6 grounds:io.3 point 
o. oo ae eiful di _—_ 
ars mer 
clones a \conceited Wwe 
moved ſetled Sh Bu 
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that purgation'of the world by their 
ſent execution , let us obſerve that 
other proviſions Hs Holineſs, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs have made herein. - | 
'" x. "That Eternal Sacrifice. of Jeſus 
ar gh that in one att of offering him- 
elf gives that"perpetual glory ro Ju- 
» that doth not only countervail, 
bark Buitety preponderate- and effe& 
more then thoſe daily repeated, Sacrt- 
fices, or -thoſe more' ſoleqn ones 3 to 
ar yee the redſon-of all the world 
ever made recourſe for Juſtration 

of themſelves. 
The life and aQions of 'our Bleſſed 
onryor fach incomparable innocen- 
cy & divine x ,hath ſer Holineſs 
on "o—u36= Wop 
| 0 t are at all 
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2 e ag"ourd & hat 
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ſible obſcurations of ours, the efficacies 
of which his mediatory negotiation are 
much clearer in Heaven, the proper 
Region 3 whither he carried his merit to 
be ſeated in an unintermitted' Interce(- 
fon | and whence he pours down the 
benefits of it upon Earth. 

As God therefore is well pleaſed, and 
always -fmellsa favour of reſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, upon which he cannot'only ſtay 
his ſeverity.but bleſs the world without 
injury to his Juſtice, or diſhonour to his 
. Holineſs ; ſo is the world it ſelf ſeaſon 
by ſogreat a Sandtity, & pertymed wich 
the odour of ir. This indeed eminently 
is the fafery of them that palieye , but 
extends it ſelf toall, for 
viout of all, though eſpecially, of them. 
that believe 3. and taſted death for eve; 
ry man: which therefore avails.for the 
reprieve of thoſe, whom yer it doth not 
proted from condemnation. 

\'Fhat'which reliev good men from 
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, through impenitency , pay themſelyes 
to the glory of vengeance inthe day of 
wrath. | 

; er the wing of this Prie(t- 
hood lye the humiliations, obegdiences, 
and interceſlions of gracious men, who 
are alſo the Prieſts of the world, and 
obtain pardon upon. Earth inthe virtue 
of the Mediator in Heaven. They wha 
iving God no reſt day or night, prevail 
mercy , and live the Horſemen and 
Chariots of 1/ael, the great ſecurity: 

and defence of their Country, of whic 
when any City or Nation is naked,they 


—— _—_— " Tm OY 4a 


f 


a —I—_ 


AS 2a a> Vo io as 
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porary fins, and may. at leaſt delay 
Judgments rill after-times. Examples 
of which we obſerve in Sacred Story. 
__ Laſtly, we have already ſaid, inſtan- 
ces of Judgment do not breathe out 
themlelvesin the preſent moments, nor 
ſo much as in the preſent Age, but 
derive- themſelves upon following 
time , and are accepted for fuch a pe- 
riod ; Like the great expiation, that in 
one day purged the whole year. In all 
timesthere are yet foot-lteps of Judg- 
ment , though in more private aud re- 
tired walks that continually fall out, 
like thoſe Sacrifices that weredaily of- 
| fered, though of leſs ſolemnity , and 
thoſe that were appointed in particular 
cales of a more ordinary occurrence. - 
3. If it ſeera the diſadvantage of 
any time, that it is not diſciplined by 
theſe chaſtiſewents 3 we muſt. know, 
that=Judgments are;, not equal ,with 
thoſe Ordinances of God , or like his 
Word , that havein their inſtitutionan 
immediate- 'accommodation. to ſuch 
eods z/buc are uſefulthrough the inter- 
vening ioſtruion of that Law that God 
teaches out of, when he chaſtiles 3 with- 
| out 


/ 


—————————— 


(202) 

-out which men dye under thoſe ſtrokes 
unreformed. 'Other courſes of Provi- 
dence have alſo their witneſs of God, 
and peculiar fitneſles to be managed by 
his truth tothe ends of converſion and 
repentance 3 'for thither the pitience 
and goodneſs of God lead, attempered 
$0. the more ' ingenuous Elements of 
mans Soul, that are touched with the 
magnetiſms of love: Even as Judg- 
ments take care of thoſe that are moved 
by fear , and therefore have their ope- 
ration in the more corrupted parts of 
degenerate Nature. i 

-. To ſum all: Suſpenſion of Judgments 


is/4 beautiful place in-the contexture of 


Providence , andYluſtrates that Being 
to us, whom we know in the various 
diſcoveries of himſelf , bur chiefly in his 

>dnefs; which yet would 'be un- 
2 wn; if he-did not o_ adminiſter 
hings : His patience and long-ſuffering 
in hich fie fo much etighs would be 


covered ; the kindne(s he exer- 
ciſes in the Ea 2, and the tender mer- 
cies wherewith hefills it, would be con- 


cealed, ſo thathis preſent Government 
would want that conliderable piece of 


honour, 
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hortonr-; which -irt eſpecially cchuferh 
and prefersir : For his mercy rejoycerh 
agairiſt Jidgment , and accordit ply he 
hath'raken care thefe kinder Attributes 
ſhotidhave'faireſt impreſſions on mans 
Soul}, ard be the cleareſt teſfimonies of 
him's whereas Judgment” beitg his 
ſtrange aft , hath leffer prints of jt on 
our hearts, and Taifes doubts concerning 
him, No man wonders, or is in amaze 
it the pootneſsand benignity of God, 
whoever he hears'it3 but is ftarrled at 
his ſeverity, and calls for His fatdeſt 
thoughts to reſolve it into the fibful and 
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ſo large aground: to Providences both 

of Mercy and Judgment. God as an In- 

ſtanpebk his Juſtice eſſayed the uſe of 

an univerſa] deſtruction in the Flood of 

Noah, 'when he repented he -had made 

- man, asifbe had done a diſhonour to 

his own Halineſs, in bringing forth a 

Nature that ſbould defile it ſelf, and all 

. it touched : and that he might _— 

againſt a miſchief as it were une 

ed, and x right himſelf , makes {% oo to 

deſtroy that degenerate Nature, with 

the parts ofthe ( reation malt uſed and 
corruptedby it. 

But __ asif he diſallowed = A ex- 

| 21 it forthe 
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and lonp-ſuffering ; 'and not roll it up 
any more in an univerſal devaſtation, 
fill that greateſt and laſt of Judgments ; 
in which he will abfolve the whole 
Scheme of his Juſtice, and fill up what- 
eyer ſeems wanting in 1t now. 


Py 


CHAP. XVIIL. 
of the variety God uſes in the manner of 
the execution of his Judgments. 


Efides the freedom the ſuprerne Ru- 
B ler of the world uſes,. in fixing his 
udgments upon ſotne parts of time,and 
not-upon.others ; there are al{othe va- 
rious kinds and meaſures ofhis debates, 
ahd the Criſis of them, when! they end 
io deſtruftion. ; whith to obſerve, may 
much*further inlarge our thoughts in 
= Contemplatiob, \and the Duty of 
As then in Creation God hath form- 
ed vaſt bodies ofthe ſame kind, where- 
inwe ſee a great deal of one thing toe 
gether, by which he teaches vs that 
immenſe power that never ſpends 'it 
ſelf 3 {o' hath he"alfo multiformed' his 
" produs 


, (206: be 

produQtions intq,.an endieG yariety, 
that we way behold that infinity of vn- 
derſtapding,that is not tyed to oucthape 


of .ahangs:- 4: -; 4 | 
Thus his Judgments are ſometimes 

caſt into one Element, or Globe of fire; 

ſwelling like the huge mountains , co- 


all _like a great Deep+ ſuch - 


| were thoſe on Sadomand Gomorrab, on 
the old world ;' teaching us Juſtice is 
not poor in' any of its. reyenges : 
Againit uſes ſeveral lefler, and diverſe 
evils, that we may know every thing is 
ready to its purpoſes of wrath, and car- 


ries ſtings -of puniſhment againſt fin- 


ners.. ., 
Bath theſe ſoinetimesare ſingle,made 
up intire in themſElves, ſolitary Wais; 
Plagues, Famines ; at other times they 
meet together in one great Configura- 
tion Ko, ate conſtellated. Laſtly,{ome- 
times they riſe up to their height , asit 
were io an inſtant 5, atother times they 
zre ordered.into'a train and ſucceſſion: 
and this. being the moſt ordinary Te- 


Hour of Judgments; and with which. we 


vf this,-Nation haye þeco ,much ac- 
quainted,oket us refleR wore freely 
ont, os. 
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At ſuch a time the hand of God 
keeps upon the Table, and his opera- 
tions are like {-veral limbs of a body, 
that are drawn one after another, and 
then the wholeſeen; or like a ſuit-of 


Hangings wrought by their pieces, and 


then placed together, or unfolded by 
degrecs , and the whole at laſt preſent- 
ed ; orlike an excellent Diſcourſe that 
paſles our of the mind in ſingle ſheets, 
and then meets in the intire Work; or 
like the Creation ,' that by the ſtepsof 
ſix days came to its Sabbath. 

Thus Gods procedure upon Pharavh 
was by a gradation of Judgment, that 
compleated its figure 10 a ſucceſſion, 
The Angel in the Revelation proclaim- 
ed a woe tothe world, becauſe of the 
Angels yet to found: and one woe 
made haſte,that another tocomequick- 
ly might have place. As Ezekiels wa- 
ters,” they riſe higher and higher till 
they are a Rivernot tobe paſſed over: 
. Noahs Flood prevailed by degrees, till 
every thing ou ed, that had-not an 
Ark forts ſafety.  - - 

| By all theſe God ſhews hitoſelf ;- he 
weighs the hills in ales, and the moun- 
; tains 
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[tains in a ballance, : he makes one Judg- 
ment ſo great, as tb fill the Earth with 
ir (elf. For what can more ſpeak his 
immenſity , He comprehends the duſt 
of the Earth in a meaſure, that is, he 
Imploys little things to great purpoſes. 
Theduſt that is eaſily ſcattered; when 
divided, is yet great and confiderable, 
when gathered. to a propoytion. Out 
of the mouth of Babes and ſucklings 
thou haſt perfected praiſe, that thou 
mighteſt (till the enemy and -the aven- 
ger. Judgments ſmall in themſelves, 
yet gatherivg to one another, are able 
to give a final determination to the ſum 
of affairs, 

By a ſucceſſion in Judgments he 
makes a _ fairer irmpreſſion of himſelf, 
which 1s better done by a leaſurely pro- 
\ceeding and continuation of his hand, 
like the rain that-diſtils, and enters 
deeper then the_ſudden ſtorms that 
| haſte- away: Slay, them not , leſt my 
- people forget : ronfyen® them in wrath. 
. God-lodges himfelf 1n mens Souls when 
they are (till under his rod ,-whereas a 
rfine'days wander ſwallows up a ſudden 
EKCeytion, 2 Hereby be teaches, asin - 
_ ; ord; 
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Word, a line here and there, here a lit- 
tle, and there a little, Theſe gradual 
motions are eflays of mans repentance, 
leſſer ſtrokes, being as warnings to pre- 
vent greater 3 God moves the Pillars of 
a Nation firſt , that the concuffion felt; 
may admoniſh their weakneſs, when 
his angry touch is upon them, and every 
man from his place ſeek reſettlement in 
his favour : For the words of God find- 
ivg ſo little regard, he thinks fit to give 
them an Emphaſis by his Rod, and the 
accent 1s ſtil] deeper,that it maytake the 
more place z or if men are incorrigble, 
and God reſolve to ſettle upon any Age, 
and make it the Generation of his 
wrath, he chains into a ſeries the acts of 

is indigoation : It being rarer, that 
he deſtroys at once- as Sodom, upon 
which no hand had room or ſpace to 
ſtay; but Judgments in their ſeveral 
courſes come on into the Battle, and one 
begins where thelaſt ended, the Locuſt 
eating what the Palmer-worm left. 

Yer which way ſoever things fall out 
at laſt, God juſtifies his goodneſs, and 
that Philanthropy wherewith he go- 
verns humane aflairs; by the pauſes he 

P makes: 
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makes: For like thoſe averſations of 
his Glory, from the Temple by degrees 
in Ezekiel, that the Jews moved by 
them might beſeech his return, ere he 
quite left them , they ſhew his willing- 
neſs to have the occafjon to retreat. 

Even Sodom it ſelf had the Avant- 
carrier of -ſo great an overthrow ,-by 
the lefler it ſuttered in the combination 
of the Kings againſt it 3 wherein God 
juſtifies himſelf, that he deſires not the 
death of fianers , but that they ſhould 
turn from iniquity and live, 


CHAP, XIX. 


Of the great Charatter of Judgments when 
they end in deſolation. 


= oreateſt Criſis of Judgment is 
yet to be conſidered in all the 
courſe of it (that is) when it is to ceaſe 
in deſtruction 3 when God begins , and 
alſo makes ſuch an end, that afflition 
riſes not up the fecond time 3 from 
which proceed thoſe reſolved changes 
of the world, emptied out of one vellel 
into another ; which by ſingle Judg- 

. - ments 
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ments are only ſhaken , and time is ſet 
upon other Epoches that are to it like 
new hinges of motion 3 as in general 
from theſe variations) it receives its cu- 
rious Needle-work : In ſome parts of it, 
Judgments and mercies lye'intermin- 
gled : others beautitul with mercies 
only ; and laſtly , ſome wholly dark 
and fad with Judgments. 

This CharaQer of Judgments ending 
in Ruine , is moſt diligently to be ob- 
ſerved, and may bediſcerned either by 
the Judgments themſelves, or the ſigns 
of the times upon which they fall. 

I. In themſelves they are remarka- 
ble, for then they are preceded by 
thoſe more then ordinary admonitions, 
from the diſturbed Courſe of Nature, 
which God hath made as well the 
Trumpet as the Inſtrument of Judg- 
ment. Signs in the Sun, and Moon, and 
Stars, Earthquakes, the Sea and the 
Waves roaring, the Powers of Heaven 
ſhaking , gave an Allarm to Jernſalews 
deſtruction. | 

Theſe indications of a common Ca- 
lamity are often ſtrangely iofinuated 


ito the rational Creatures alſo, cauſing 
P 2 diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs of Nations , perplexity , mens 
hearts failing for fear 3 there being un- 
known motions , and diſcompoſures of 
mens ſpirits, whereof no account can 
be aſſigned , but they are the looſning 
of that Bridle God keeps upon all 
things, before he lays the ruins on 
their necks , and gives judiciary ſtimu- 
lations to them. Theſe God yſually, 
ſets as Introductions to great Calami- 
ties, as Prefaces to huge Volumes, as 
Portals to great Edifices; or like the 
muſters of the Clouds, and trepidations 
of the Air before a Tempeſt, or the un- 
formed motions of - diſperſed Soldiers, 
gathering intoa body or arms before a 

attle - he ſends theſe,' as Elzas before 
the great and terrible Day of the Lord, 
giviog hereby a ſtate and pomp to thoſe 
monumentous Judgments, the deſcrip+ 
tions of which yield a natural elo- 

uence to the Prophets, taken imme- 
diarely from things (for pomp and ſtate 
arethe cloquence of things , and moſt 
eafily paſs into words. ) This is fur- 
ther- diſcoverable, when Judgments 
tread onthe heels of one another. For 


God doth not mapy things in vain, but ' 


intends 
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intends to reach ſome height 3 when he 
isnot quiet with the world, byt impor- 
tunes and ſollicites it to a ſehle z when 
he ſpeaks once and twice, he intends 
ſomething great and conſiderable z for 
he doth not fight as one that: beateth 
the air, but having entred into particu- 
lars, at Jaſt ſums up all ina perfeCt ef- 
fet. In Amos, when Judgments hung 
together in folong a line, at laſt he TE» 
folved , Therefore 1 will do this unto 
thee: Then lefler Judgments are but the 
beginnings of forrows. | 

Laſtly, when God doth ſtrange things 
without precedent,things that men will 
not believe,” though they . were told 
them, unuſual not only in the'common 
courſe. of Providence , which is very 
ſmooth, bur ſtrange even in'his ſtrayge 
aths of Judgment, as it is ſaid. of the 
lagues of Egypt, the like were not be- . 
fore, hor afterthem ay ſach: God dath 
not reverſe what he-hath (ctled by fo 
greatWiſdonm' and Counſel, with fo high 
a hand, but when he defigns greateſt al- 

terations.,* <2 $454 
2* In regard of the times upon which 
Judgments fall, this Criſis, is then to be 
ared. P 3 1. When 
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-1. When the Age we liye in ſeems the 
drain & ſink of the ſins,and evils of for- 
mer times, where they ſettle and grow 
to a head.OneAge rollsdown upon ano- 
ther, and ſinks into the bottom of rime, 
i wickedneſs ſhoves it ſelf on, and reſts 
uponacenter. Of this Generation ſhall 
be required all the blood that was ſhed 
from righteous Abel to Zacharias,. The 
iniquity; of the' Amorites grows' full, 
Which had been ſome Ages in filling 3 
the Ephah is crowned, and the talent 
of Lead-cloſes'it , and by wings It is 
. haſted to its own Baſe, that i is deſtru- 
; Qtion, © 
2. Whenwe ſee people incorrigible, 
and inſenſible of Gods hand, keeping 

eir Figure 3 z it"is much to be feared 
rig have (till more todo to ac- 
Na their -owt'-/ when things are 
"29 conteſt, they continue to conflict 
/\onewirh another, till one of thein de- 
(crts' its 'own 'made and ſtation, This 
;cannotfallonan Almighty Juſtice,z, for 
' fag encounters" great things cruſh 
Hitele ones, till they canno longer main- 
avs reſiſtance 3 and. weak things.that 
aye'a \ wiſe inſtin&, or reaſon,, ſhift 
them- 
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themſelves every way to avoid the dan- 
ger. A broken ſpirit, a melted heart run- 
ning out of its former ſhape , ceaſe the 
controverhie betwixt God and Man:but 
Pharaohs heart hardned as the Adamant 
and ſteel, held Judgment play till it ac- 
complilbed it ſelf into that abſolute 
portraiture we read in his Hiſtory. 

3. Injuries done to the Truth and 
Goſpel of God , are ſad forebodes of 
ruinous Judgments z the Miniſtery of 
Chriſt diſhonoured was a juſt prepara- 
tion of the way to that great deſtruftion 
of Jeryſalerz, and a higheſt juſtification 
of ſo ſevere a ſtroke. The Goſpel ho- 
noured is as a wall of fire for defence, 
and. breaks outward upon the enemies 
of a Nation; when' it is deſpiſed , it 
burns inward : It isa pillar of fire, and 
a cloud of proteftion when: obſerved ; 
but diſregarded, it is a cloud troubled 
with a Thunderbolt-, rolling up and 
down, and at-laſt flaſhing out in Light- 
ning todeſtroy,... * | w 

Nothing delivers the Hiſtory of any 
time ſo fair to/poſterity, as an honoura- 
ble entertainment of a pure and unmix- 
ed Religion, givingitthe utmoſt free-. 
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dom to ſhine as the Sun, to communi- 
cate it (elf as the air, and to run like the 
Fountains without any interruption : 
| For as theſe, ſo the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is the common happineſs , and 
neceſſity of the world, from no Nation 
of which wherever it had place , hath 
it uſed to remove , but it hath carried 
the honours, and peace refiding there 
with'it, as the Glory together with the 
Ark departed from Iſrael , leaving it as 
naked of preſent happineſs, as of the 


s 


hopesof eternal, 
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CHAP. XX. 


The RedutJion of the whole to a 
EAT Concluſion. and 


CEcing all things. of general impor- 
x tance, do moſt liberally allow them- 
ſelves to particulars, and enrich-them 
with. their abundance 3 every thing we 
have, aſſerted. of: Judgments, is to be 
meaſured out..in, due proportions ro 
this, and that Age : and ours preſent 
hath. a peculiar Right, becauſe the 


Jadgments- of God, have made a re- |. 


mark- 
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markable reſidence upon it, and theſe 
years laſt paſt been ſigned with unuſa- 
al prints of his Hand. | 

I doubt not there is prophane wit 
enough in the world to refuſe with 
'ſcorn whatever ſhall be offered by 
addreſſes much. more potent then this 3 
eſpecially encouraged by any ſmoother 
motion of affairs, ora peace, the very 
name of 'which is laden with the hope 
of proſperity. p'* 

-It is alſo moſt- true, that whoever 
in general ſets his heart to ſeekand find 
out all the Works of God in the world, 
while he ballances times and ſeaſons, 
and weighs .out proſperity and adver- 
ſity, ſhall find much more then he can 
comprehend; for the paths of God turn 
aſide ſuddenly from humane thoughts, 
and divinations ,. that a man. is ſtill put 
upon new inquiries, even then. when be 
imagines he. hath. found. ' Selomon ob- 
ſerved, there are, that ſee \not ſleep 
| day or night, but 1labourtoſeek out the 

Work of God under the Sun ,-yet they 
cannot finditz yea further, though a 
wiſe man think toknow it, yet-ſhall he 


| - notbeabletofigdir, 


Not- 
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Notwithſtanding this, we are to mind 
the times, and the; ſigns of them , every 
thing being beautiful in its ſeaſon, and 
having a fitneſs in its own place : fo that 
there ariſe from it ſuch Phaſes or Cha- , 
racters, which like the Sun. 2nd Moon, 

and Stars, are for figns and ſeaſons : and 
in this ſenſe xo diſtinguiſh days and 
years from whence by.the guidance 
of the Spirit of God, we may diſcern 
both time and Judgment, if 'we: are 
thoſe that fear before him ; while wick- 
ed, and ungodly men, . like fiſhes -and 
birds,, .are caught and_ſnared in an evil 
time,.When it falleth ſuddenly: upon 
them... | Moreover he that.obſerves the 
Government of the world:, ſhall.per- 
ceive, a3 we have. already; obſerved, 
that there- is an uſual. clemency by 
which Ggd-either lays. not on his hand 
when |there- are great corruptions:, 'or 
takes it oft, and quiets times : and-yet 
no general repentances or amendments, 
or but-very Ceremonial ſhews of them. 
This Jonah pleaded, as thereafon- of his 
. diſobedience in not; publiſhing the ex- 
preſs Revelation of Ninevehs ruine, I 
know that thou art aGracious God, and 
merci-, 
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' merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs , and repenteſt thee of the eyil. 
How incertain then muſt their conje- 
fures of Gods [puniſhments be , . that 
have no ſuch denunciations to-pub- 
liſh? . Þ 
Yet ſtill upon the-grand Principles of 
the Dodtrine, of Judgments , we have 
great cauſe to apprehend the condition 
of this Nation. apy, *Cts 
For-firſt, acknowledging the evilswe 
have felt to be fromGod 3 and that we 
muſt aſcribe them tohim., as tothe Au- 
thor; we muſt alſo conclude he-hath 
inflicted them upon- us with highelt xea- 
ſon and deſign; ſeeing he can do: no- - 
thing, but according to that will, which 
bath an infinite Counſel, more intimate 
to it then the faculties of reaſon and 
will to mans Soul z and the -xefalts;;of 
which ne vercleave afunder, as outs do, 
into. thoſe:of an underſtanding rightly 
guided, .and thoſe other. of an _—_ 
ttanding darkned withpaſiion, and pre- 
dominated by 1nardivate appetite. 
Now pone- of the Reaſons of Judg- 
ment we-haye given-are perfected, but 
io Reformation, jori{ome —— of 
| | udg- 
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Judgment, that remains as a monument 
of it ſoabſolute, that it hath no further 
occaſion of moving it ſelf ; the triumphs 
of 'it glorying over all, except ſuch 
remnants.as reſemble the poor people 


left of the Jews after the Captivation ' 


of every thing great into Babylor, 

— The firſt endisReformation , with- 
out which the ſnare that is laid ſhall not 
be takenup , becauſe nothing is taken 
- How little Reformation we can pre- 
tend'to, we areall ſufficient witnefles 
againſt our ſelves; and may be judged 
out of our own ' mouths. © For as the 


great +complaints of + humane Nature . 


againſtitfelf argue it all in a lapſe; fo 
the general out-cryes of the ſeveral par- 


ties of a Nation againſt one another, 
and*all againſt the whole , concernivg - 


the inefficacy of Judgments, are ſtron 
arguments we/ate unreformed 3 there 
beingfuch a Criterion of theſe things in 
the Civil, as there is of the natural body 
within it ſelf touchiop'its ſtate. | 
How:many of the marks of danger 
mult we needs ſee upon our ſelves, in 
regard -of the evils Jadgmehts bave 
TORI | branded 


_ 
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branded us with, and made them the 
ſigns of our times : Theſe three laſt years 
have ſtood loaden with ſo many Judg- 
ments, raiſed like Pyramids upon 
them. 

That of a Plague began the account, 
wherein the mouth of the Grave open- 
ed ſo wide , as if it would have drawn 
down all the living. This Hell (as that 
in the Prophet) iolarged it ſelf withour 
meaſure , that the multitude might de- 
ſcend into'it. Death upon the pale 
Horſe conteſted for Empire , and Mor- 
tality, like a Cloud, ſpread it (elf fo 
wide, that it ſhaded lite it ſelf. This 
hath ever been accounted a Judgment 
of the firſt three,an unqueſtionable meſ- 
ſenger of the diſpleaſure of Heaven: the 
entrance intothe Grave by it being not 
only moſt dreadful for the voraciouſ- 
neſs of it , bat moſt abhorred to hu- 
mane Nature, for the poyſon of that 
exhalation that annoys the Vaults, and 
defiles the duſt of Death beyondits or- 
dinary loathſomneſs. 

In the ſecond of theſe years , God 
calls to contend by Fire, and it devours 
as it were the great Deep: This is - ne 

uſua 
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uſual 'Emblem of the ſevereſt Ads of 
God;;'it is the laſt of Judgments upon 
the world, to which it 1s reſerved: 
Scripture oft makes uſe of a-Deluge to 
fgnifie deſtruftion by it , God having 
already uſed it to ſo great a deſolation 
of all things : Yet isit leſs expreſſive of 
his utmoſt indignation, ſeeing he renew- 
ed the ſtate of Earth after itz which 1s 
finally deſtroyed by Fire, and that ne- 
ver quenched is the deſcription of 

eternal wrath, | 
- With theſe two run parallel a Naval 
War, which divine Providence uſes as a 
State-conſumption, that is ever infinu- 
ating a ſilent and inſenſible Fate, beſides 
thoſe noiſes and flaughters 3 into which | 
it ever and anon ruſhes out, that it may | 
give more publick Allarms of death. 
This the laſt year approaches us , 
like a dying hour, or a laſt gaſp , ſhew- 
ing as it were the common Grave of our ] 
Glory, Riches, and Liberty, and caſt a L 
blackeſt cloud upon the time on which C 
it fel}, and dwelt with as greata hor- t 
rour on it, as any of the former. V 
All theſe made up to the very head n 
and top of the Nation, where they fixed {l 
them- 
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themſelves, as if they had that.Commil- 
ſion to fight neither with ſmall of grear, - 
but the Metropolis; whither by degrees 
ruines have at other times contended, 
and at laſt made their reſt:But theſe like 
ApopleQick diſeaſes ſurprized the Tur- 
ret of Nature at the firſt, anddeſcended 
with ſtupefaGtion upon the whole: And 
though ſo much hath been till pre- 
ſerved by that Goodneſs which delights 
not in immediate ruines, as ſerves to 
adminitter ſpirits to the body ; yet all 
theſe are threats of what would imme- 
diately enſue, if there were a total op= 
preſſion of that Magazin of lifes every 
offer at which is much more dangerous 
then heavier down-falls npon leſs noble 
parts, and ſpeak feverelt intentions of 
that diſpleaſure that cut us ſo deep ia 
that head or one neck. 

Laſtly, if we ſhould appeal to the 
Prognolticks of the moſt ſober Breaſts 
upon the preſent Scheme ot our con- 
dition, would they not be very trem- 
bling 2? ſeeing beſides the incertainty 
what a day may bring forth , we look 
more like a people reptieved, then re- 
{ſtored and ſetled: 


Yet 
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| Yet greater Symptoms of danger 
arethaſe our fins diſcover upon us, and 
theſe not, ſoſtned .or mitigated, with . 
thoſe things , thatmay ſtay off the blow 
ſo much as from our own days. - 
If then we can neither deny thoſe ſe- 
veral appearances of Judgment,nor ſay, 
that God doth any thing . without de- 
ſign , nor plead our own Reformation, | 
how can we butexpetthe ſucceſſions IJ 
of -Judgment , till there be ſome evi- 
dent determination of things by them, | 
Which yet may be hid and concealed in 
a preſent Truce : under the favour of 
which our affairs may eflay a- motion | 
back to their reſt, and that boſom of | 
peace, which when it is firm, opensto 
. receive all pitblick and private Inte- 
: reſts into it {e]f, that therethey may be 
cheriſhed after a long languor. | 
It is ſufficiently known 3 Judgments | 
may intermit, and ſuſpend themſelves 
though they intend their own xetrieve, | 
as 4 ſnare 1s taken up that hath taken no- 
thing, that it may be more convenient- | 
ly placed, and ar a better time : Or as 
a Diſcourſe that hath ſeveral (ull points, | 
: and yet begins afrcſh, till th: whole be 
| com 


| ME > > 
compleated ; or like. the Cockatrice 
ſpringiog from the root of the Serpent, 
that ſeemed dead. For the Judgments 
of God take their own leaſure, and dif- 
cover themſelves at ſuth diſtances of 
time as ſeem meet to them, ſporting as 
It were with humane affairs, yet always 
including thoſe benigne and ſerious mo» 
hy patience leadiog to repentance. 

ea [nterpoſals of mercy. may have 
place, when deſtruCtion ſhall yet be the 
laſt at. Thus Iſrael delivered from 
Egypt, was in that Generation deſtroyed 
in. the. Wilderneſs. Hoſeehs Prophecy 
of the final Captivity of the ten Tribes \ 
took its beginning under the Reign of 
Jirehoam the Second , wherein that 

Cioggdom was it) a hopeful poſture. . 

' We our ſelves bave ſeen the ſtate of 

ur Nation, triumphing back to its own 
Favs where alone it could be ſuppo- 
ſed to.[tay , and fix after fo long, and 
uncafie an Anarchy ; and yet how ſoon 
have we ſeen it trembling upon that ve- 
ry Center, and full of new perplexity ? 

_ If .mercies then leave us inſecured; 
What will any of the vain confidences 
and good hopes of rH avail, which we 

ee 
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ſee ho cafe can ward from evil , but- | 

_ as refuges of lyes ſurrender themſelves, | 
abd'the perſons intrufted to them to 
5/2 overflowing ſcourge , that _ 
-and ſweeps before it 3 for thi 

of reality att grotinded upon coriith Ks 
cauſes”, their way, and maintain f 


their greatneſs, never cqnfidering whe» 8 
ther Ke town 2 and looked for o 
'before-hihdor not.  * C 

But which way ſoeyer it ſhall pleaſe el 
the teat Ruler of all things ro com- oO 
ciang Maits or What hand'ſoever ti 
wills ide theth with, either of mer- th 
| eo 7ment 5 FEhaveyreatteaſon 3 
th- 'ton fderation y; tobeholgei- ro 
evhiC Rh ry of OS 1g 45. th 
to moye'ts tome "tO hid: If it” "thiautd | 
be Mo IrEay's and \indeſerved'g $84d- We 
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be mercy though we periſh : -But-it. is 
mercy bears up all humane gandition , 
ek haves like a ball ip the atr, ſup- 

ported by infinite kindneſs. os 
It is the great miracle. we are preſer- 
ved, nct that weare ia diltyeſs, being (o 
apt to danger, that we are cruſhed be- 
fore the moth 3 ſo wortbleſs, that we 
periſh by multitudes without any rex 
garding it : Laſtly,, ſoguilty., that all 
Creatures in. Heaven and Earth. give 
their applauſe to divine Judgments up-, 
on us,z which are unwilling ro-proceed, 
till the ſtone cry out of the wall, and 
the beam out of the timber anſwer it z, 
that is, til the moſt inſenſible things are, 
. Teady to joyn with, ayd even provoke. 

them up. | 0 

ff then mercy carries all our happt-, 
neſs, what reaſon have we to reverc it ? 
Nor is mercy leſs wiſe-and holy , of. 
ſmaller counſe} and intention, then 
Judgment. In God it is nat a ſoftneſs. 
of Nature, or. indulgence to {iv ; it 1s 
not reſembled by the tendernefs-of a 
weak, but of a_ſevere and wiſe man: 

and therefore is not tq begrifled with, 
It 1s true indeed, the womb.of mercy ; 
Q 2 Is. 
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is iofinitely pregnant; if it were not 
hindered by our ſins, it would be to 
thouſands 3 if it made up its circle, and 
were not interrupted ia its courſe , it 
would be from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
iog - but then the hearts of men muſt 
be ſuppled, and oyl'd, ſweetned, and 
purified by it z thereaſons of it muſt be 
pm that it may not be abuſed : for 

t delivers at laſt into the hand of ven- 
geance, when it is negle&ed and di(- 
obeyed 3 it accompliſhes dreadful ends 
upon thoſe that deſpiſe it , giving them 
opportunity 'to treaſure up wrath 
apainſt the' day of wrath; and thoſe 
that hate its counſels,are repaid even to 
-the third and fourth Generation, inthe 
days wherein the righteous Judgments 
of God reveal themſelves. Bs. 

© Seeing then that'the ends of all Gods 
diſpoſes are , that the world may par- 
take his Holineſs ; if he uſes the ſoft 
arguments of favour towards us after 
thoſe of diſpleaſure, is it not a fin of the 
greateſt aggravation to contemn the 
riches' of his goodneſs ? For it either 
argues this kind of Atheiſm, that men 
take all the good they receive for the 

Wn 0 1 courſe 
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theſe abominations. 


Judgments. 


courſe of Nature, and kinder conſpita- 
tion of contingencies, and ſo regard not 
the work of Gods hand ; and theſe God 
deſtroys, and will not build up : or elſe, 
which is a greater Atheiſm, it is,as if we 
ſhould ſay , we are delivered to doall 


To fin againſt mercy , ſhews an ex- 
ceediog obduracy of men in fin, that no- 
thing will take them off; for mercy is 
the proper argument (the cords) of a 
man 3 he kicks againſt bowels that of- 
fends it ; it ſhews the greateſt ſenſua- 
lity, that men turn all that way , as the 
Iſraelites gaye thoſe good things to 
their Idols, which they received from 
God. In ſuch a caſe nothing remains, 
but that God vindicate himſelf by 


Theſe things I have ſubjoyned con- 
oerning mercy to a Diſcourſe of Judg- 
ments, with a proſpe@ upon the hopes 
of a more proſperous condition, and in 
meditation of that of Ezra, After all 
this is come upon us for our evil deeds 
and great treſpaſſes : Seeing that thou, 
O our Ged , haſt puniſhed us lefs then 
our iniquities deſerve, and given us a 
T | | breath- 
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reathing , ſhould we go onto break 
hy. Commandements , and to continue 

ous irit alliances with farmer abomi- 

nations £ Wouldſt thou not be angry 

with us: till thou hadſt conſumed us ? 

bo that' there ſhould be no rewnant, or 
eſcaping. | of 

* _. Butalas! ſeeing ove ſinner deſtroys 

much good, and we ſee them with their 


Fm by multitudes thronging. into the 


light , -while in publick appear- 


ance we have very little of the preſer- 
vations agaioſt Judgments, or the uſual 
reaſons of their hcnfions howken we 
but fear our clouds ſhould return after 
the rain, till we are puniſhed to ſeven 
times more?. 

; Yet becauſe there are better hopes, 
though retired into the ſecret cloſets 
and corners , we may not deſpair a pre- 
ſervation from utter ruine through that 
Myſtery of Providence, tobe obſerved 
| In theGovernment of the world;where- 
by God without that deſolation, by 
which States are daſhed in pieces like 


a Potters veſſel, redeems their converts 


with the Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
he executes, purges away their crop 
'X; and. 
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andTin by the ſpirit of burnin g.extifibg 
the fire ro'a juſt" intention Sic an 
end, purtfies therh ſeyerr times In' the 
ſeven f61a- piiniſhoiedt , and' the” - 
inſtates them in'Gl6ty ;, and over tht 
Glory creates adefente.? 

Let us idw hear the eotcltifion -of 
the whole* Thatrer, which i 1s, ior 
ich 


hath'in6t” of - tithe to 
work of ever hd ra eo on both 
, appointed of &6- judy 
Nations , not ſo properly. _— _ 
that future Judgment. This falls out 
at certain periods ordained by him, ac- 
cording _to- the (trict_meaſure-of-rime 
(even to half an hour) which doth.not 
only briog forth Eyents defigned to it, 
but even exacts, and calls for them. 

It is then the whole Duty and Inte- 
reſt of Nations [tofedr before him , to 

keep his Commandements, and ad- 
_ vance his Glory and Truth, by not con- 
tending with, but obeying it. 

This concluſicn is ſo indented with 
the mind;-thatTt-more 
with it, then that circuit of reaſon uſed 
to demonſtrate it , .and more ſpeedil 

riſes up out of the confeſſion of the 
| Soul, 


s or long Diſcourſes, 
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